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ſeer in his houſe, and over all that he had, that the 
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Joſeph was a goodly perſon, and well favoured, _ 


Hiſtory of Joſeph. — 30 
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ſaid unto his ſervants, can we find ſuch a man as 
4 . this is, a man in whom the ſpirit of God is? And 
q - Pharaoh 
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fold 
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ceived, and bare a ſon and when ſhe ſaw him that 
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5 his name Moſes; and ſhe ſaid, becauſe 1 drew him f 
| out of the 1 water. 
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' YOUR FATHERS, WHERE ARE THEY? AND 

THE PROPHETS, DO THEY LIVE FOR EVER ? 

BUT MY WORDS AND MY STATUTES, 

WHICH I COMMANDED MY SERVANTS THE 

' PROPHETS, DID THEY NOT TAKE HOLD OF » 

YOUR FATHERS? AND THEY RETURNED 

AND. SAID, LIKE AS THE LORD OF HOSTS 

THOUGHT TO'DO UNTO US, ACCORDING TO 

OUR WAYS, AND ACCORDING TO OUR po- 
ING, $0 HATH HE DEALT WITH US. 


PV EFLECTIONS upon the ſhortneſs 
4 of human life, and upon the uncer- 
tainty of ſublunary enjoyments, naturally 
preſent themſelves in the various changes 
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But alas! 
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which we daily obſerve, and daily feel. — 
our reflections are too ſuper- 
ficial and tranſitory, to produce habitual 
ſuperiority to the world, uniform ſubmil- 
ſion to the will of God, and efficacious im- 
preſſions of eternity. Waſting and de- 


caying every hour, we form and proſecute 


ſchemes for futurity, as if our ſtrength 
«© were the ſtrength of ſtones, and our 
„ bones braſs.” Reflecting and reaſoning 


like men, we live and act like children; and n 
we purſue the bauble of the moment, as if 
it were the pearl of great price. When the 


drama of human life is ended, and the curtain 
drops, lo, it has ſhrunk to a meaſure ſo ſmall, 


and contains events of ſo little importance, 
that it is difficult to render a reaſon why 


Man ſhould have exiſted at all; and we 
are conſtrained to cry out with the Pſal- 


miſt, «© Verily, every man at his beſt ſtate 
eis altogether vanity; ſurely every man 
2m 8 | in a vain mew; ; ſurely they are 
00 diſquicted 1 in vain,” 


Bur 


NET wo 
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Bur my text greatly relieves this apparent 
inſignificancy of our fleeting exiſtence in 


this world, by conveying to us this impor- 
tant idea, That the divine Providence is 
carrying on it's great and wiſe deſigns, by 


means of feeble, ſhort- lived, and even 
worthleſs, inſtruments: and the date of our 


latter end, is wiſely and mercifully hid from 
our eyes; and every man is taught to con- 
ſider himſelf, his life, his actions, as of im- 
portance, that we may exert ourſelves to 


the laſt, and © do with our might, whatſo- 


« ever our hand findeth to do.” Though 
our Fathers are no more, and the Prophets 
do not live for ever, yet the Words and Sta- 
| tutes which God commanded his ſervants 
the Prophets took hold of our fathers, 
« and they returned and ſaid, like as the 
Lord of Hoſts thought to do unto us, ac- 
« cording to our ways, and according to 
< our doings, fo hath he dealt with us.“ 
This leads us, in a direct road, to make a 
juſt eſtimate of the lives and actions of other 


men; and to conſider {ſeriouſly how we 


WY 2 order 
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* 5 on | 
order our own converſation ; how we ſpend 


our own days and years. 


| Ix the preceding Courſe of theſe Lec- 
tures, we endeavoured, beginning at Adam 


and ending with Abraham, hiſtorically to 


delineate, and practically to improve, the 
lives of thoſe venerable men, by whom the 
World was firſt peopled, inſtructed, and go- 
verned: and who, in their perſons, by their 


actions, or by the events which befel them, 


ſucceſſively typified or foretold, the great 


Saviour and Deliverer of the human race, 


during a period of more than two thouſand 


years. — By entering into the ſpirit of the 
Prophet Zechariah, in the words now read, 


we ſhall be enabled to review that period 


with profit and delight, and this review 


ſhall ſerve to introduce the Hiſtory of the 
other lives which the Sacred Volume, in 


ſucceſſion, preſents to Our obſervation, and 


has ſketched for our information and im- 
provement. 
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Is Adam, we behold, at once, our na- 


| tural firſt Father, and our federal Head: 


from whom as men our exiſtence is derived, 
and by whoſe conduct our character has 
been deeply affected, and our ſtate, in ſome 


reſpects, determined. Our father Adam 


„ where is he?“ He fulfilled his day, he 
accompliſhed the purpoſes of God, he then 
fell aſleep, and is now ſeen no more. But, 
however remote the date of his formation, 
and of his death; however diſtant from us 


the region in which he lived; however ap- 
parently unconnected with us he may "PE, 
in intereſt, in fame, or fortune, we are, we 
know, we feel ourſelves, deeply involved in 


what he was, and in what he did. In 
Adam we all died; we all forfeited a na- 


tural, and Joſt a ſpiritual and divine life; 


and, in Adam, we received the promiles 


which have ſince been fulfilled; and to him, 

firſt, were opened proſpects which the 
courſe of Providence has realized, of the re- 
ſtdration of our fallen nature, by One 


greater Man,” who has regained for us 


ſeats more bliſsful, than thoſe from which by 


A-3 tranſ- 
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tranſgreſſion Adam fell; even the“ ſeed. 


of the woman, who has bruiſed the ſer- 
«© pent's head.” Our firſt Father where 
is he? Loſt indeed to us, but not to 
God. All traces of him, excepting thoſe 
only which perpetuate the memory of his 


guilt, and it's woeful conſequences, are 


effaced and forgotten; but his ſtation be- 
fore God remains unchanged, his impor- 


tance undiminiſhed.— Dead to us, he lives 


to Him with whom * 4 thouſand years 


are as _ day, and one day at as a a thouſand 


$6 years.” 


Can we meditate upon the firſt man 


who was created upon the earth, without 
riſing, in our thoughts, to Him who created 


him out of the duſt of the ground, and 


<< breathed into his noſtrils the breath of 
life?“ and who © has of one blood formed 
all nations of men to inhabit upon the face 
of the whole earth?” Can we think of 


our father after the fleſh, and not connect 


with him, the idea of our Father who is in 
Heaven? Is not the painful recollection of 
him 
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him in whom all died, happily relieved and 


done away, by reflecting on the glorious 
ſecond Adam, in whom an ele& world 1s 


made alive? And O, how is the loſs of an 
earthly paradiſe compenſated by the promiſe 


of new heavens, and a new earth, where- 


< in dwelleth righteouſneſs,” that paradiſe 
of God, in the midſt of which grows the 
tree of life, always bloſſoming, always bear- 


ing fruit, and exempted from the dangerous 


nenakbourbood of the tree of knowledge of . 
2000 and evil? 


Our Brother Abel where is IC ? Cut off in 
the bloom of life; fallen, fallen by the hand 


of a brother; but immortal by his faith and 
piety, qualities which are not liable to the 


ſtroke of death. By faith he offered to God 
an excellent, and an acceptable facrifice. 
In preſenting the firſtlings of his flock, he 


had a reſ pect to the great Lamb of atone- 


ment, and thereby ** being dead he yet 


6 1 peaketh .”—Prematurely taken away, 
but not for a crime; a victim to ma- 
lice and envy, he typificd “ Mefliah the 

5 A's „ prince, 
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6c prince, cut off, but not for himſelf,” 
crucified and ſlain, in the prime of life, 


by the impious hands of his neareſt kin- 
dred. And, living under the influence 


of the ſame principle, we too ſhall be- 
come immortal, ſhall “ endure as ſeeing 
© him who is inviſible,” and * preſent 


„ our bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, ac- 


cc ceptable unto God, Which! is our reaſon- 
4e able ſervicek. is 


Ix the life, and more particularly in the 
exit, of the Patriarch Enoch, life and im- 
mortality were more clearly brought to 

light. —Hitherto men had terminated their 

earthly courſe by deſcending into the grave, 
and by ſeeing corruption;“ but, when 
we come to enquire concerning Enoch, 


& Where is he?” The e reply, 


By faith Enoch was tranſlated that he 
e ſhonld not ſee death; and was not found, 5 
e becauſe God had tranſlated him: for be- 


& fore his tranſlation he had this teſtimony, 


* Rom. xii 1. 


e that 


qv 
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« that he pleaſed God*.” He was not, 

& for God took him.” —Our thoughts here 
ſettle, not on the gloomy manſions of the 
dead, „the houſe appointed for all living,” 

but on the regions of eternal day, irradiated 
with the glory, and beatified with the pre- 
ſence, of God. We riſe, in faith and hope, 
to that bright world from which firſt Chriſt 
deſcended, and to which, having finiſhed his 


work, and atchieved his victory, he after- 


wards reaſcended, leading * captivity cap- 
4 tive.“ And all who are partakers of the 


ſame precious faith, contemplate, with; Joy, 


that ſame manſion of everlaſting reſt, 


prepared for them from the foundation of 
<« the world, and ready to be revealed in the 


„ laſt time,” when the body ſhall be re- 


deemed from the power of the grave, and 


the Saviour, lifted up on high, ſhall draw 


all men unto him. In Enoch walking with 


God, and paſſing immediately, foul and body, 
from earth to Heaven, the world that then 
was ſaw, | in a figure, Him that was to come, 


* Heb. xi. 5, i 
whoſe 


10 INTRODUCTORY Ixxcr. 1. 


whoſe meat and drink it was to do the will 


of his Heavenly Father, and who has opened 


a paſſage, through the very gates of death, 
into the heavenly World; and that, not for 
himſelf only, but for all who believe in his- 
name, and who love his appearing. Enoch 
our father, Where is he? There, O my ſoul! 
There, O my Chriſtian friend, where, 
through the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, 


we have everlaſting conſolation, in the good 
hope of arriving alſo. O death where is 


« thy ng, O grave where is thy vic- 


* tory! Thanks be to God who giveth. 
< us the victory, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


C6 Lord“. 27 


 ADvaANcinG to the times of Noah, we 


behold the world firſt deluged with an over- 


flowing flood of fin, and then, with an in- 
undation of waters. The meaſure of hu- 


man iniquity is full, and the vials of divine 
wrath are filled, in order to puniſh it, up to 


the brim, and poured out upon an impious 


* 11 XV. 555 57 


generation, 
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LECT. 1.] LECTURE. II 


generation, to it's utter extinction and ruin. 


Nevertheleſs a remnant is ſaved, and mer- 
cy rejoices in the midſt of judgment. Ani- 


mated by the ſame principle which inſpir- 
ed his venerable anceſtors, that principle 
which gave value to Abel's ſacrifice, which 


ſtrengthened Enoch to walk with God, 


and through which he was tranſlated MY 


out ng of death, Noah ** prepared an 
ark of the ſavin; 5 for his houſe.” 


1 THE Hiltory and method'of redemption, 


by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are ſo clearly pre- 
figured in every part of this wonderful event, 
that he who runs may read them. No... 
4 2 juſt man and perfect in his generations; 
Noah who walked with- God,” and 
Was © a preacher of richteouſneſs;” N oah 
- who « warned of God, of things not ſeen 
as yet, and moved with fear, prepared an 


« ark for the ſaving of his houſe,” is evi- 


gently, i in all theſe ein and actions, a 
type of the holy and juſt One, whom the 
world deſpiſed and rejected ; a type of „the 


* only 
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only begotten Son who 1 is in the boſom of 
the Father, and hath declared him” unto 


men; a type of the great“ teacher ſent 


„from God,” to warn a guilty, devoted, 


race, to flee from the wrath to come, and to 


conduct them to a place of ſafety ; a type of 
Him, who, choſen of God, and moved by 


pity and affection, prepared a preſent refuge, 
and an everlaſting habitation, for periſhing 
ſinners. Of- Noah, his pious, prophetic 


father, when he impoſed his name, exult- 
ingly exclaimed, ** This ſame ſhall com- 
0 fort us concerning our work and toil of 
„our hands, becauſe of the ground which 
„the Lord hath curſed*:” and in the 
bleſſed Redeemer of mankind, all his pious, 


believing children enjoy the proſpect of a 
period, and of a world, wherein „there 


* {hall be no more curſe;“ and on whom 


the eternal Father, by the tongue of an 


Angel, impoſed the name of Yeſus be- 
cauſe he ſhould “ ſave his people from 


45 their ſins.“ 


© Gen. v. 29. 
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LECT: 1. LECTURE. 13 


Noa our father, Where is he? Where 


is the man who was Enoch's contemporary, 


who converſed with the ſages of the old 
world, who ſaw the Globe one vaſt Ocean; 
whom all the waters of a deluge could not 
drown; who received a grant of the whole 


renewed Earth for an inneritance ? All theſe 


ſucceſſive changes led but to the grave, and 
we ſee him no more. All the days of 


Noah were nine hundred and fifty years, 


and he died.” Let the poſſeſſor of a Con- 
tinent think of this, and check his pride; 
let florid, vigorous youth think of three- 
ſcore years and ten; let him who | is rearing 
a manſion of one thouſand feet by five hun- 


dre ed, meditate in one of ſix by two. f 


Taz Ark, which he prepared for the 


faving of his houſe, where is it? It ful. 


filled it's deſtination, it eſcaped the wreck 


of worlds, it preſerved and rendered up 
it's precious depoſit,--then fell into de- 


cay. It exiſts but in deſcription, it has 
no form but what. fancy has beſtowed upon 


it, in a picture, or upon a coin. But it's 


fame, 
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fame, it's uſe, it's end, it's antitype are 


immortal. That magnificent veſſel, not 
the contrivance of man, but the appoint- 
ment of God; conſtructed according to 


the pattern formed, and preſcribed, by in- 


finite Wiſdom; preſerved in the wild up- 


roar of conflicting elements, by the al- 


mighty Power of God :—reſting at length 
on ſolid ground, and unloading it's precious 


treaſure, without the loſs of a ſingle life, 
are ſo many ſucceſſive, diſtinct, pleaſing, 
and inſtructive views, of the plan formed, 
followed, and in due time perfected, of 
man's deliverance from ſin, and death, and 
hell, by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who thus 
ſpeaks of his redeemed, and of himſelf, in 
his laſt ſolemn addreſs to his Heavenly Fa- 
ther, While I was with them in the 


world, I kept them in thy name: thoſe 


94 that thou gaveſt me, I have kept, and Z 


© none of them is loſt*;” and in another 


place, I give unto them eternal Jife, and 


<< they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 


* John xvii. 12. , 


„ pluck 


ien! tiert. 1s 


< pluck them out of my hand. My Father 


% which gave them me is greater than all: 


and none is able to pluck them out of 


& my Father's hand? x 


Tux emblems of the raven, of the dove, 
of the rainbow, of the altar, of the ſacri- 
fice, and others which enter into the Hiſtory 
of this Patriarch, are beautiful and fignificant 
illuſtrations of the ſame intereſting and all- 


important ſubject; and the whole, taken 
together, ſatisfyingly demonſtrate, that if 


6« death reigned from Adam to Noah”? 


and the ne abounded, yet“ grace did 
much more abound; and that, out of the 
ruins of human apoſtacy, g guilt and miſery, 
the hand of Heaven was gradually rearing 
that glorious fabrick of ſalvation, which, 
when completed, an enraptured Univerſe 


ſhall contemplate with aſtoniſhment and de- 


light. This is the day which the Lord 
hath made: this is the Lord's doing; it is 


* John x. 28, 29. 


& marvellous 
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% marvellous in our eyes.” The ſight of 
the world reſtored, renewed, and bleſſed to 
Noah, the ſecond father of the human race, 


leads us forward, borne on the- wings of 


promiſe, to the ſtill more e e proſ- 
pect of * the reſtitution of all things;” to 
the day, when He who ſitteth upon the 


throne ſhall ſay, ** Behold, I make all 


„things new;” when, according to his 
word, a new, more ſplendid, and more 
durable, ſyſtem of the Univerſe, ſhall ariſe, 
under the plaſtic, purifying hand of the 


great Author and finiſher of the Chriſtian 
faith, from the wreck of worlds conſumed 


by fire; when Jeſus ſhall bring all his ran- 


ſomed ones to Zion, with“ ſongs and 
_« everlaſting joy upon their Lada” when 


" ſorrow an fighing ſhall flee away.“ 


SAILING down the current of: Soca 
Hiſtory, the plains of Meſopotamia, and Ur 


of the Chaldees, appear in fight; and we 


behold an illuſtrious exile and his family, 


on their way from their country, kindred, 


and 
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and father's houſe, like the firſt pair ex- 
pelled from Eden, 


1 the world before them, where to chooſe 
Their place of reſt, and Providence their guide. 
PARADISE Losr, Book xii. 


WY 


We behold Abram; at God's command, 
going out, not knowing whither he 


went; Abram, the reſpected father of all 
them that believe, raiſed up of Provi- 


dence, in the ſame important view, and 


7 to carry « on the fame grand deſign. 


Is the 3 K were made 


to him, we behold the plan of redemp- 


tion aſſuming a clearer and more diſtinct 


form, unſoldive and arranging it's ſeveral 
parts. He who was oroiniſed to Adam, 
immediately upon the fall, under the 
more obſcure deſcription of © the ſeed 


„of the woman,” who ſhould bruiſe the 


head of the. ſerpent, was now announced 
to the world, as the ſeed of Abram,” 
in whom all the families of the earth 
thould be bleſſed. And henceforward, 


„ "WG 
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we have prediction upon prediction, or- 
dinance upon ordinance, promiſe upon 


promiſe, event upon event, leading to, 


riſing above, 1 improving, enlarging, upon 


ak. other, like the gradual light of the 
aſcending Sun, m the early dawn, to 
the perfect day: we perceive types, ſha- 
dows, ceremonies, ſacrifices, diſappearing 
by little and little; patriarchs, prieſts, pro- 


phets, law givers, and kings, retiring one 


after another, and giving place to © the 


6c Lord, our Judge, our lawgiver, our king 


„ to ſave us:” as the twinkling fires of 
the night, hide their deminiſhed heads, 
aud as the vapours diſperſe, before the 


glorious Orb of day. 


Bur 1 our Fa Whither is 


he alſo gone? Even the faith which 
ſurrendered an Iſaac at God's command, 


and which has for ever preſerved his name 


from death, could not reſcue his body 


from the power of the grave: it ſleeps, 


and his diſſolved, in the cave which was 
purchaſed from Ephron the Hittite. He 
had 


8 
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had not a principle of life within hirnfol, 


nor the power of communicating it to 
either his natural or ſpiritual poſterity; 
but the words and the ſtatutes which 
„God commanded him, and his other 
« ſervants the Prophets, took hold of 
them,“ and they continue to lay hold of 
us. In the midſt of all this mortality 


and change, one thing is immutable and 
eternal, the word, the purpoſe, the de- 


cree of the Moſt High. —Heaven and 
earch may paſs away, but it ſhall not 
paſs away. Our father Abraham, Where 
is he? Behold him in yonder world of 


bliſs, with © Lazarus in his boſom,” 


reſting from all his own troubles, and 
cheriſhing the poor, the outcaſt, the af- 
flicted, the tormented; enjoying“ the 
* end of his faith, the ſalvation of his 


„ ſoul,” and © waiting for the adoption, to 
“wit, the redemption of his body; be- 
holding Him * face to face, whom once 


«© he beheld afar off, and as in a glaſs 


«darkly. 


B 2 Bur, 


19 


«K+ Fog As 


— n 
24 . — 


3 — 7 * 


46 
: 
: 
y 
1 i 
4 
15 
of 
a 
1 
11 
f : 
EE 
4 & 
'F 
'T # 
1 
17 
5 14 
| 
* 1 
1 
1 
1 
1X 
0 
=: | 
p 
- 
# 
UH 
15 
x 
; 
n F 
| | 
on | 
4: 3 
3 
# 14 . 
LH 
| 1 
14 
. 1 
oh 
F 
+: 
1 
* $- 
3% 
1 
2 . 
"RH 
. 
13 
1 
. 
+33 
VT 
1:8 
bl © 
+. WD 
| * 
wa 
8 
= 
* 
i 
1k 
wt” 
N 
'S 
. 
IE + 
i 
þ 
4 
T1} 
. 
8; 
iN 
1 
. 
I 
| 
iq 
4 
7 
| 
1 
a . 
1 
1 L 
| 
+3 
14 
4 
1 
1; 
44 
3 
1 
1 
1 
i! 
{{ 
'4 . 
1 
41 
"= 
'F 
13 
x of 
1 
1 
if 
| 
; 


. OE." EPO" ag The 


E 9 — 


—— wllF—< WE nals CI IS 2 PSY — 
— — ——— — — 144 —— * 


= — - 
— — ——— —— —H 


20 INTRODUCTORY ILE. 1. 


Bur, Who is this that breaks out upon 


us, at once, in meridian glory? What 
bright day dazzles the wondering eye, 


a day preceded by no dawn, ſucceeded by 


no evening? It is Melchizedec, that 


& king of ciehteculiich and peace, ” that 
cc Pe of the Moſt High God, whoſe 


generation none can e whoſe na- 


ture and perſon none is able to deſcribe.— 


Is he but as one of the Prophets, or is he 


the Lord of the Prophets himſelf, pro- 


= nouncing the bleſſing which He alone can 


confer; odlebracltg;. in an early age, that 


Euchariſt, which ſhould be the memorial 
of Him, till time expire? In him, what- 
ever he was, a type, or the Son of God re- 


vealed; a ſhadow, or the ſubſtance; we 


behold the great leading object of Provi- 
dence diſcloſed to our view; that prieſt- 
hood which is unchangeable, that king- 
dom which ſhall never be deſtroyed, that 

Prince of peace who has reconciled guilty 


men unto God, that righteouſneſs through 
which we have acceſs "with humble SY 
dence to the throne of Grace. Abraham 

| „ rejoiced 
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LECT. I.] LECTURE, 


« rejoiced to ſee that day.” It ſtrengthened 
him to wait patiently for the promiſed 
ſeed; it cheered his wanderings from place 
to place, it fortified his heart to the ſacri- 
fice of his Iſaac, it laid his mary head, in 
hope, in the duſt. 


—Havins, from this eminence, ſurvey- 
ed the ground through which we have 
_ paſſed, a delightful landſcape, terminat- 
ing in the Aiſtant hills of Eden, and 
ce by the fair river of PROMISE, 
meandring through i it's whole vaſt extent, 
we look forward. to the happy plains, 
| where Iſaac pitched his tent, and Jacob 
fed his flocks ; to the nations which Jo- 
ſeph ſaved by his wiſdom, and ruled by 
his power. And, in our intended progreſs, 
Eternal Spirit of Wiſdom ! vouchſafe 
thou to be our inſtructor and our guide; 
point out to us the objects which * 
our notice; enlighten our eyes, guard 
our hearts, direct: the paths of our ; | 
what we know not, that do thou teach us, 
what we do know, help us wiſely to im- 


B 3 prove, 
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prove. Following thee, ce the crooked 
$ ſhall become ſtraight before us, and the 
rough places plain; the ſun ſhall not 
ee ſmite us by day, nor the moon by night; 


5 « we ſhall go, from ſtrength to ſtrength,” 


after them who *© inherit the promiſes, 
till every one of us alſo in Zion appear- 


* eth before God.“ 


Have you ground of pride and joy, 


my friends, in the recollection of your 


forefathers ? Where they wiſe and good; 
bleſſed in themſelves, and a bleſſing to the 
world? Take care that ye degenerate not 
from their yirtues, that ye diſhonour not 


their name, that ye ſwerve not from . the 
good old way” of piety, in which they 


trode.— Is there, in the line of your an- 

ceſtry, any circumſtance humiliating and 
painful? Efface it, annihilate it, fink it, 
in a new exiſtence derived from a celeſtial | 
ſtock. Change the tainted, corrupted, 


current of an earthly pedigree, for the 
adopted honours, the gratuitious inheri- 


tance, the ennobled ſpirit of your Hea- : 
5 venly 
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venly Father's love. Strive to be the firſt of 
your race; and leave to your heirs, a poſ- 
ſeſſion better than the demeſnes of princes ; 
the favour of a good name, a pattern wor- 

thy of imitation, the remembrance of qua- 


lities which are not Oo to the ſtroke 
of death. | 


6 2; b 5 ; " 


You ſee, Chriſtians, what is the lead- 
ing, the commanding obje&, m the eye of 
eternal Providence—the ſalvation of a loſt 
world by Jeſus Chriſt; adopt the ſame 
object, cleave unto it, keep it continually 
in view. All things elſe are vain and 
worthleſs, for they are paſſing quickly 
* away. Our intereſt in, our hold of, the 
1 world, is diminiſhing every hour; our 
1 conſequence, as candidates for immortal 
1 bliſs, as the heirs of glory, is riſing in 
proportion. When we ceaſe from im 
portance, as the citizens of this world, 
our real importance begins to be felt 

and underſtood. I ad not ſul- 
len diſtance from your fellow creatures, | 
I nor peeviſh diſcontent, Live in the 
: C 
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world, aſſociate with mankind, enjoy your 

portion which God allotteth you. But 
uſe the world ſo as not to abuſe it; and 
while you are cumbered about many 
things, never forget that one thing is 
needful, and chooſe that good part which 
ſhall not be taken away from you. 


WHILE we ſpeak, we change; and the 3 
hand of the executing angel is haſtening 3 
to number us with the dead. We are 
going to join the venerable men whoſe 1 
memory we revere, whole faith we pro- 3 
feſs to fallow, whoſe virtues we are 2 
bound to copy, Yet a little while, and 
time ſhall be no more, and we ſhall be 
contemporaries with our fathers who have 
preceded, and our children who are to | 
follow us, until the final diſſolution f 
this ſyſtem. We look back to Adam the 
father of us all; we look forward to his 
youngeſt ſon; we look up, and “ ſee 
„ Heaven opened, and Jeſus ſtanding 2 
% on the right hand of God.” We 
look around, and behold the nations of |? 
ws 
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them that are ſaved, bending before the 
throne; we hear the Saviour's voice, 
« Here am I, and the children thou haſt 
„ given me.“ We hear the word of the 
ETERNAL FATHER proclaiming aloud, 
and the myriads of an aſſembled Univerſe, 
angels and men joyfully echo it back, 
** All is good, yea very good.” Amen, 
Hallelujah ! 
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HISTORY or ISAAC. 


„ ER Þ 


GENESIS XXV. II, 


AND IT CAME TO PASS AFTER THE DEATH 
OF ABRAHAM, THAT 60 BLESSED HIS 
SON ISAAC: AND ISAAC DWELT BY THE : 


WELL LAHAI- ROT, 


OSE r in ha life, which 


make the greateſt figure in Hiſtory, N 
are far from WY the mas beneficial to 


Mankind ; neither were the perſons, whoſe 


names have been tranſmitted to us with 
the moſt renown, and whoſe actions have 
_ dazzled poſterity with their luſtre, either 
the happieſt in themſelves, or the greateſt 


bleſſings to the age in which they lived. 


To ee ene one man a hero, how many 
garments muſt have been dyed in blood? 


And 
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And what are the lt of a tri- 


umph, but the miſerable echo of the cries 


of the wounded, and the groans of the 
dying? We are this night to trace the 


Hiſtory of a Man of peace; of one, who 
was not indeed exempted from his ſhare 
of the ills- 


whoſe afflictions, being private and do- 


which fleſh is heir to, but 


meſtic, were patiently borne by himſelf, 


and diſturbed not the repoſe of others ; 


of one, who, by the example of his piety 


and virtues, did more to inſtruct, and to 
bleſs Mankind, than all the conquerors. 
that ever exiſted, from Nimrod of Aſſyria 
down to Frederick of Pruſſia. 


Tux life of Ifaac, for ſeventy-five years 
ol it, is blended with that of his illuſtrious 
father; for though, upon the face of the 
narration, the birth of Efau and Jacob 
does not appear till conſiderably after 


the death of Abraham, yet, by compar- 


ing dates, we find, that the lads muſt 
aw been fifteen years old, when their 
and we may juſtly 


grandfather died; 


confiler it as no flight trial of the faith, 
both 
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both of father and ſon, that Iſaac, the 
heir of the promiſe, ſhould live twenty 
years childleſs, from his marriage with 


Rebekah; but their patience of hope, 


their importunity of prayer, and their 


confidence of faith, are at length re- 


warded by two ſons at once. 


I MEAN not to recapitulate the extra- 
ordinary circumſtances of Iſaac's concep- 


tion and birth, as they have already been 


_ conſidered in the Hiſtory of Abraham. 

We ſhall only take up thoſe particulars, 

which are more perſonal and peculiar; 
and in which Ifaac himſelf was either an 

agent, or a ſufferer. And we find him at 

an early period, indeed, feeling diſtreſs, 
and ſuffering perſecution. The day he was 

| weaned, How was the feſtivity of that 
| Joyful occaſion embittered to his childiſh, 


innocent heart, by. the cruel taunts and 


mockings of his brother Iſhmael! It is 
remarkable, That almoſt all, at leaſt the 
ſevereſt, trials of this Patriarch, aroſe 
from his neareſt and deareſt relations. 
We behold him hated and ſcorned from 
the 
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the womb by his brother ; devoted in ſacri- 
fice of his father; called early to mourn 
the loſs of his affectionate mother; af- 
flicted for twenty years with the barren- 


neſs of his only and beloved wife; vexed, 


from their very conception, with the 


ſtrife of his two ſons, ſtruggling for ſupe- 


riority; mortified, and grieved to the 
heart, with the inconſiderate, unwiſe, 
idolatrous marriages of bis favourite 
Eſau; practiſed upon, and deceived, in 
old age and blindneſs, by the addreſs and 
cunning of his wife and younger ſon; 
involved in quarrel upon quarrel, with 
his powerful neighbours, through the 
raſhneſs and contentiouſneſs of his ſer- 


vants: never faulty, yet throughout un- 


fortunate. Indeed, a man's liableneſs to 
diſtreſs and diſappointment, is in exact 
proportion to the number, and the qua- 
lity, of the good things which he poſſeſſes. 
Do we enjoy cular delights Me are 
on the brink of danger. = 


Ar the partiality of Sarah to ſuch 


a ſon as Iſaac, we need not to be at all 
ſurprized. 
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ſurprized. It is pleaſant to obſerve, how- 
ever, that it corrupted neither his under- 
ſtanding nor his heart. Neither the in- 

dulgence with which he was treated, nor 
the proſpects to which he was born and | 
brought up, ſeem to have rendered him, 
4 upon any occaſion, inſolent or aſſuming: 
and maternal fondneſs met with it's deareſt 
bpeieſt reward, in filial duty and tenderneſs. 
* Sarah lived reſpected, and died lamented, 

I by her only and beloved ſon. 5 


In 8 ſacriſice of Ifaac, | | 
that I may not encroach on your time, {| 
3 I ſhall only make this remark, That this | 
4 memorable tranſaction was not leſs a | 
4 proof of the faith of Iſaac, than that of 
Abraham himſelf. As the obedience of 
the father was prompt and cheerful, ſo 
7 was that of the ſon. If the reſignation 
1 of Abraham merits praiſe, the ſubmiſſion 
of Iſaac claims no leſs, for his conſent 1 

5 muſt have, undoubtedly, been obtained. : 
In both, it was * a living facrifice, holy, 
£ acceptable unto God ; and a reaſonable 
6 ſervice ;” and the bleſſing which was 

5 pronounced 
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pronounced from Heaven, on that occa- 
ſton, applied to both — and 1 in the 


ſame manner. 


THE _ important event of Iſaac's life, 


upon the Sacred Record, is his marriage. 
Swallowed up of ſorrow for the loſs of his 
mother, or abſorbed in devout meditation, 
he leaves all concern about his future for- 
tunes, and eſtabliſhment in the world, to 


the care and wiſdom of his father; and he 


thereby reproves the forwardneſs and ſelf- 
ſufficiency of our young men, who preſume 
to think for themſelves in every thing, be- 
fore they have learned to think at all; wuo 
attempt the works of men, with the un- 


derſtanding and the ſtrength of children. 


In the various particulars of this tranſ- 
action, we have a beautiful, and intereſt- 


ing, picture of the ſimplicity of ancient 
manners and cuſtoms. 
tom rather ancient and obſolete, to ſee 
all parties piouſly acknowledging God, 
upon ſuch an occaſion as this? 
not rather uncommon to ſee a prudent 


father, 
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Is it not a cuſ- 
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father, anxious to match his only ſon, 


with virtue and religion, not with rank 


and affluence, to the endangering of his 


moral and religious principles? With 
us, the moſt valuable accompliſhments, 
whether bodily or mental, go for no- 
thing, unleſs ſet off with gold; but Re- 
bekah, without a dowry, was, with jewels 
and gold, courted to the arms of Iſaac. 
Has the female heart alone, in all ages, 
been the ſame ; perpetually acceſſible to 
finery, preſents, and praiſe? Where 
ſhall we now look for ſervants ſuch as 
Abraham's, at once affectionate to his 
maſter, faithful to his truſt, and filled 
with reverence to his God? This part 
of the Hiſtory is an excellent commentary 


upon that injunction of the wiſe man, 


In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and 
He ſhall direct thy paths“. Abra- 
ham's ſervant has hardly finiſhed his ad- 


dreſs to Heaven, when lo, Providence, 


which works unſeen, unknown, unob- 
ſerved by us, has brought the ſubject of 
his en already to his eye. And, In 


1 Prov. Lit. 5 


Vo“. II. _C what 
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what place; In what employment, is the 
deſtined bride: of Iſaac found? Indo- 
lently reclined under a canopy of ſtate ; or 


iſſuing forth to breathe the evening air, 
accompanied by a numerous and ſplendid 


retinue of domeſtics ? No, my fair hearers; 
Look at Rebekah, beautiful, and young, 


and high born, bearing her pitcher on her 


ſhoulder to the well, to draw the evening's 
water for the family, —and learn, that the 


humble, yet uſeful, employments of do- 


meſtic life, are a virtuous woman's moſt 
| honourable ſtation; that, whether in virgi- 
nity, wedlock, or widowhood, God and na- 


ture have deſtined you to occupations, not 
perhaps highly honourable in the eyes of 


unfeeling wealth, or of giddy diſſipation, 
but highly conſequential to the happineſs 


of others, and therefore eſſential to your 
_ own. Look yet again to Rebekah, and 


learn affability, and kindneſs, and conde- 


ſcenfion—learn, at once, to perform your 


duty, and to promote your intereſt. It 


ſuits your time of life, your ſex, your 
natural propenſities, to be gentle, to be 


courteous; and, believe me, it is equally 


conducive 
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_ conducive to your honour and advantage. 

The obliging deportment of Rebekah to 
dhe ſervant, paved the way to her advance- 
% ment to the rank of his miſtreſs. And 
can you think the dignity of Iſaac's future 
| [ wife, in the ſmalleſt degree, impaired, by 
£3 her civilities to his ſervants, or by her hu- | 
m.maanity to the poor dumb brutes ? Believe | 
; me, an inſolent, unfeeling, uncomplying | 
. = young woman, is an odious, contemptible, _ 1 
| unnatural, a monſtrous, thing. 


|: Loox at Rebekah, yet once more, my 
| beloved daughters, and learn openneſs, 
frankneſs, ſincerity. Was ſhe deficient in 
| virgin modeſty, that moſt attractive of all 
| female graces, if when aſked, ** Wilt thou 
„go with this man?” ſhe ingenuouſly re- 
plied I will go?” No, but the honeſt. 
ſimplicity of nature, was not then cor- 
rupted, and diſguiſed, by modes of beha- 
viour, the beggarly refinement of modern 
education. 'Then, what the heart and con- 
{cience dared to avow, the cheek bluſhed 
not at hearing, and the tongue ſcrupled 
not to utter. I cannot yet part with that 
8 attractive, 
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attractive, that amiable creature; mark 
again, I beſeech you, as ſhe approaches 


her deſtined lord, how female delicacy, 
how maiden diffidence and reſerve, reſume 


their empire? She alighted off the ca- 
<« mel, ſhe took a veil and covered her- 
“ ſelf.” —And where, and how, was Iſaac 
found of his fair ſpouſe? He had gone out 
to meditate, or to pray, in the field at 


ce the even-tide.” This is the leading, 
prevailing lineament in the good man's 


character: a heart turned to devotion, an 


beſt preparative for mercies yet expected; - 


they are a cordial balm for woes already 
come, an infallible antidote to the poiſon 


of thoſe evils which we have yet to fear. 
What is not to be hoped for, from an union 


L built on ſuch a foundation ? Behold, the 
fear and love of God on both ſides; calm- 


neſs, wiſdom, fidelity, and affluence, on 


the part of the huſband; humility, decen- 
cy, meekneſs, frankneſs, and diſcretion, 2 
on the part of the wife: a mutual deſire 


. Bay 


eye continually directed towards Heaven. 
Meditation and prayer are the right im- 
provement of all mercies paſt, 5 the 


5 
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of pleaſing, and of being pleaſed. *©* IHaac 


brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, 


% and took Rebekah, and ſhe became his 


« wife; and he loved her: and Iſaac was 


+ comforted after his mother's death*.” 


Tuus wiſely and thus graciouſly hath 


God provided a ſuitable relief, for every 
human calamity. And thus, Providence 
prepares us, in one form in the ſchool of 
relative duty, for a higher, and a higher 
ſtill, till we have filled every ſtation with 
ſome degree of comfort and of credit. 
Ihe tranſition from the character of a du- 
tiful and affectionate ſon, to that of a kind 
and indulgent huſband, is natural and 
ealy. And here, my young friends, you 
are furniſhed with a plain, but important, 
rule, for forming the great choice of 
life. Is an denial child, likely to 
make a good huſband or wife? Have I 
reaſon to expect that one who has vio- 
lated the firſt law of nature, of morality, 
of religion, will fall at once, and with- 
out preparation, into the more compli- 


* Gen. xxiv. 07. 
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cated, and more difficult, duties of the 


conjugal ſtate? 


Bur what lot of humanity is free from 
anxiety, free from diſappointment, free 


from pain? The heir of Abraham's wealth, 


but that ſignifies nothing—the heir of the 


Promiſe, goes childleſs. Who is ſo fooliſh 


as to look for perfect happineſs, in a world 


of vanity, in a valley of tears? Thoſe to 
whom the bleſſing of children is denied, 
are fretful and diſcontented; and thoſe on 
whom it is beſtowed, are in terror, anxie- 
ty, and vexation, every hour. Happily, I 
hear of Rebekah's ſu ggeſting no danger- 


ous, no unwarrantable, expedient, as a re- 


medy for this ſore evil; and holy Iſaae 
thinks of ſeeking relief there only, where 
he was accuſtomed to ſeek, and to find, the 

cure of all his ills, „Iſaac entreated the 
Lord for his wife, becauſe ſhe was bar. 
ren: and the Lord was entreated of him, 

& and Rebekah his wife conceived. And 

the children ſtruggled together within 
* her: and ſhe ſaid, if it be fo, why am 
thus? And ſhe went to enquire of 
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cc the Lox. And the Lord ſaid unto 
« her, two nations are in thy womb, and 
« two manner of people ſhall be ſeparated 
*« from thy bowels : and the one people 
* ſhall be ſtronger than the other people; 
and the elder ſhall ſerve the younger®*.” 


He aſked a child, and his prayer 1s anſwered, 


by the gift of two Sons, —and thus Provi- 


dence, often ſlower than our wiſhes and 

deſires, frequently compenſates that delay, 
by greatly outdoing our requeſts and ex- 
pectations. 


Bur lo again, How care and ſorrow 


ariſe out of our oreateſt comforts! The 

children are dan conceived, when their 
ſtrife begins, and Iſaac has as much rea- 
ſon to intreat the Lonp, that his wife 


might be ſpared, in the pangs of an un- 


1 labour, as he formerly had, that 
ſhe might be delivered from the infelicity 
of darkened Indeed who knoweth 


% what is good for man in this life, all the 
days of his vain life, which he ſpendeth 
© as a ſhadow?” But this we know that 


* Gen. XXV. 21, 225 2Js 
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al things work together for good, to 
them that love God, to them who are the 
„called according to his purpoſe*,”* The 


ſtrife thus benny in the womb, becomes 
viſible at the birth, and continues through 


life: nay, it is tranſmitted to poſterity, 


Tas remark of the fanciful and inge 
nious Biſhop Hall on the paſſage, is to 


this purpoſe.—** Before Rebekah conceiv- 
ed ſhe was at eaſe ; ſo before ſpiritual re- 


generation, all is peace in the ſoul : but 
no ſooner is the new man formed in us, $1 
but the fleſh conflicts with the ſpirit : 
there is no grace where there is no un- 
quietneſs : Eſau alone would not have 
ſtriven; for nature will ever agree with 
itſelf. Never any Rebekah conceived 
only an Eſau, or was ſo happy as to 
conceive none but a Jacob: ſhe muſt. 


be the mother of both, that ſhe may 


| Have both joy and exerciſe, This ſtrife 
began early: every true Iſraelite begins 
his war with his being. How many 
actions which we 8 not of, are not 


* Rom. viii. 28. 
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without preſage and ſignification.—In this 
conteſt, Eſau got the right of nature, Ja- 


cob of grace: yet, that there might be 
ſome pretence of equality, leſt Eſau ſhould 


outrun his brother into the world, Jacob 
holds him faſt by the heel, ſo his hand was 


born before the other's foot: but, becauſe 


Eſau was ſome minutes thee Ider, that the 


younger might have better claim to that 


which God had promiſed, he buys that 
which he could not win. If either by 
_ ſtrife, or purchaſe, | or ſuit, we can attain 
ſpiritual bleſſings, we are happy. Had 
Jacob come out firſt, he had not known 
how much he was indebted to God for his 


advancement.” Thus far the Biſhop. 


Ap thus, at the age of threeſcore 


years, and after twenty years from his 


marriage with Rebekah, Iſaac became 


the happy father of two hopeful ſons. 


And here, the expiration of your time 


obliges me to interrupt his ſtory.—But I 


muſt not conclude the lecture, till I 
have, in a very few ſhort hints, endea- 


voured to ſhew you, the analogy of Iſaac, 
2 the 


ject of many prophecies. The ſet time of 


time, the place, all the circumſtances at- 
tending it, were written as with a ſun- 
beam, ſo as to render miſtake impoſſible. 


— — — rj 
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the ſon of Abraham, and Jeſus Chriſt, 
the ſon of God. 


Tux were both raiſed up, for one and 
the ſame purpoſe, namely, to manifeſt the 
mercy and love of God to fallen men; the 
one, as the bright and morning ſtar, to 
uſher in day ; the other, as the meridian 


ſun „travelling in the greatneſs of his 


„ ſtrength.” ae the natural root and 
progenitor of Chriſt: Chriſt the ſpiritual Y 
author, root and head of Iſaac l ſaac was 1 
the ſon of much expectation, and the ſub 


his birth was determined, and foretold, by 
Almighty Power, by unerring Wiſdom, 3 
long before it happened : tos the birth 2 
of Chriſt, the deſire of all nations, was 


announced to the world by a cloud of 
witneſſes, not years, but ages, centuries, 


many centuries, before the time. The 


Both Iſaac and Chriſt were conceived 
out of the uſual courſe of nature, that 
Os the 
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the finger of God might be ſeen and ac- 
knowledged in both events; Iſaac, of a 


mother beyond the natural poſſibility of 


having children, Jeſus, of an immaculate 


ET DIR | OR was early hated and perſe- 
cuted of his brother, the ſon of his own 
father. And the perſecution of Jeſus, 
from the ſinful world, which he came to 


ſave, began at his birth, continued throu gh | 


the whole of his life, and iſſued in a 


ſhameful, painful, and accurſed death. . 


„He came to his own, and his own re- 


60 ceived him not. He was deſpiſed and 
rejected of men, a man of ſorrows and 


66 acquainted with grief. 9 


Bur what Was ſeen, in „ the moun- 


« tain of the Lok,“ forms the cloſeſt re- b 
ſemblance, and affords the ſublimeſt in- 


ſtruction. In the ſacrifice, on Mount 


Moriah, we behold the father and ſon 
like-minded, in preſenting it cheerfully 
at the command of God. Abraham with- 
held not his ſon, his only ſon, and Ifaac 
voluntarily ſurrendered himſelf as a 


Lamb for a burnt offering. And on 
5 a Mount 


r 
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Mount Calvary, What do we behold? 


God ſo loved the world, that he gave 


« his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
„ believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, 


but have everlaſting life*,” . God | 


< ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
„ him up for us all, and how ſhall he 


„ not with him alſo freely give us all 
„ things}?” And Jeſus gave hitatelf 
for us © a ſacrifice of a ſweet {melling ſa- 


& your unto God.” He loved us and 


% waſhed us from our ins in his blood.” 
Here, alſo, the Father and Son, are like- 
minded, and in the ſame view, and for 
the ſame end, The redemption of an ele& 


world. O the height and depth, the 


length and breadth of the love of God: 


& it paſſeth Knowledge! 


- 


THz private, perſonal, character of 
Ifaac, a man of calmneſs, contempla- 
tion and peace; the dutiful ſon of his 
affectionate mother, the reſpectful ob- 
ſerver of his father's will, might, with- 


_* John iii. 16. + Rom. viii. 32. 


out 
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out doing violence to the ſubject, be 
brought into compariſon, with the pure 
and perfect character of his antitype, 
whoſe ſpirit nothing could diſcompoſe, 
whoſe nights were ſpent in prayer, and 
his days in doing good; whole “ meat 
and drink it was to do the will of his 
7 % Heavenly Father, and to finiſh his 
„ work,” and whoſe dying breath ut- 
tered the accents of filial affection, and 
: provided a ſon, a protector, and a home, 
for his deſolate, afflicted, mother. O 
che glorious excellency of that charac- 
ter, which exhibited the example of every 
= perſonal, every relative virtue: which 
3 comprized the eſſence of all that is ami- 
; able in every other character, and which 
left all created goodneſs, at an infinite 
diſtance, behind! Look to Iſaac, and be 
= inſtructed: look to Jeſus, and“ grow in 
3 grace, and go on towards perfection, 
7 and cs preſs wands the mark, for the 
prize of the high calling of God, 
6 * Chriſt Jeſus.” 508 | 
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miſſion, will contain the remaining part 


every mean of inſtruction, and to his 


Tux next lecture, with the divine per- 
of the life of Iſaac, from the death of 
his father, to his own. May God com- 


municate ſaving knowledge to us all, by 


name be praiſe in Chriſt. Amen. 
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GENESIS XXVI. 23, 24, 25. 


AND HE WENT UP FROM THENCE TO BEER- 


SHEBA. AND THE LORD APPEARED UNTO 


HIM THE SAME NIGHT, AND SAID, I AM 
THE | GOD OF ABRAHAM THY PATHER; 


FEAR NOT, FOR I AM WITH THEE, AND 


WILL BLESS THEE, AND MULTIPLY THY 


SEED, FOR MY SERVANT ABRAHAM 's SAKE, 


AND HE BUILDED AN ALTAR THERE, AND 


CALLED UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD, 
AND PITCHED HIS TENT THERE : AND 


THERE ISAAC'S SERVANTS DIGGED A 


WELL. 


2 is a pleaſing and inſtructive view 
of the Divine Providence, to behold 


one, and the ſame, great deſign, carried 
on to maturity, in periods, and by per- 
ſons, the moſt remote from each other, 


without 


1 
|} 
| | 
A. 
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without intelligence, concurrence, or 
exertion, among themſelves; to behold 


the great God moulding, guiding, ſub- 


duing, the various palm, purpolks, 
and private intereſts, of men, to his own 
ſovereign will; to behold the building 
of God riſing in beauty, advancing to- 


ward perfection, by the hands of feeble 


workmen, who comprehend not the 
thouſandth part of the plan which they 


help to execute, and who, inſtead of co- 


operating, frequently ſeem to counteract 
each other. One digs his hour in the 
quarry; another lifts up his axe, and 

| ftrikes a ſtroke or two in the foreſt; a a 
third applies the ſquare and the compaſs 
to the ſtone which his neighbour had po- 
liſhed; but their labours, their views, 
their abilities, however different, all 


promote the ſame end: and though 


they, and their endeavours, be frail and 
periſhing, the work in which the Al- 
mighty employs them, is progreſſive, is 
permanent, is immortal.—Here a ſhep- 
herd, there a king; here a little child, 
there a ſage; pere a legiſlator, there 


a con- 
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a conqueror; here a deluge, there a 


conflagration, fulfils the deſign of Hea- 
ven, and the glorious fabrick of Re— 


demption riſes and riſes, though Pa- 


triarchs, and Prophets, and Apoſtles, fink, 


one after another, into the duſt, Man 


often begins to build, but is unable to 
finiſh, becauſe he had not counted the 
coſt ; but God „ ſesth the end from the 
beginning.“ He can never want an 
inſtrument, who has heaven, earth, and 
hell at his diſpoſal ; * Surely, O Lord, 
« the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee,” 
Satan is thy chained ſlave, and “ ten 
« thouſand times ten thouſand mighty 


T angels miniſter unto thee,” How then 


Can thy aim be defeated! ? How can thy 


counſels fail ? 


Tx perſonal characters of the three ; 


leading Patriarchs, of the houſe of Iſrael, 
differ exceediugly in many reſpects; and 
their manner of life differs as much, 


while their leading principle is one and 
the ſame. The faith of Abraham, ardent 
and intrepid, was ever ready to encounter 
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the moſt threatening dangers, to under- 
take the moſt difficult employments, and 
to render the moſt painful and coſtly facri- 
fices, at God's command. The faith of 
Iſaac, placid and contemplative, ſought 
the happineſs of communion with God; 
in calmneſs and ſolitude, and ſatisfied it- 
ſelf with the ſecret, untumultuous, de- 


light, of beholding his family built up, 


and the promiſes of God advancing to 
their accompliſhment. The faith of Ja- 


cob, active and perſevering, wrought . 


upon, and excited, by the peculiarities of 


his lot, ſupported a life of much buſ- 


tle and induſtry ; and ſurmounted diſap- 


pointments, and afflictions, the moſt mor- 


tifying and oppreſſive. For it is the of- 


fice of this divine principle, not to alter, 
ſuppreſs, or eradicate the natural tempers 


and diſpoſitions of men, but to guide, im- 


pel, or control them, in conformity to 


their proper deſtination. 


ABRAHAM, ſenſible of the ungovern- 


able, incroaching ſpirit of Iſhmael ; ſen- 
ſible of the numerous and preſſing claims 
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of his younger children; and ſenſible of 
the gentle, yielding, unreſiſting nature of 


Iſaac, had, with the prudent foreſight of a 


good parent, made ſuch a diſpoſition of 


his temporal affairs, in his life time, as 
was moſt likely to prevent contention, 
and miſchief, after his death. Iſhmael 
had been diſmiſſed many years before: He 
had already become the head of many 


numerous and powerful tribes, “twelve 


« princes according to their nations“, 
and from habit, from inclination, and from 

5 neceſſity, had contracted a fondneſs for a 

roving, erratic courſe of life. He had 

been brought. into a tranſient connection 
with his brother Ifaac, by an event which 


ſoftens the moſt rugged and obdurate diſ- 


poſitions, the death of their common fa- 
ther; and their reſentments, for a time at 
leaſt, perhaps for ever, are buried in the 


tomb of him to whom they owed their 


birth. But difference of intereſt, of af- 
fection, and of purſuit, ſpeedily ſeparates 


them again. Iſhmael betakes himſelf to 


* Gan: XXV. 13—16. 
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his favourite occupations in the deſert, and 


Iſaac abides quietly in his tent, tending 


his flocks, by the well Lahai- roi. 


THe ſons of Abraham, by Keturah, had 


been more recently removed, with a ſuit- 


able proviſion, into a diſtant part of the 


country*. So that, upon his Father's de- 
miſe, Iſaac found himſelf in the quiet 


poſſeſſion of by far the greateſt part of his 


immenſe wealth; but excluded from the 


ſociety of thoſe, whom ſweetneſs of tem- 
per, ſenſe of duty, and proximity of blood, 
would have led him to cultivate, and to 
| cheriſh. And thus, riches, the object of 
univerſal deſire and purſuit, create more, 


and greater wants, than thoſe which they 


remove. By exciting envy, jealouſy, 
and ſuſpicion, they ſeparate perſons whom | 
nature has joined; friendſhip is ſacrificed 


to convenience; and, in order to enjoy, 
in ſecurity, what Providence has given 
him, the unhappy poſſeſſor is conſtrainetl 
to become an alien to his own brother. 


A 
Gen. xxv. 6. 
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We cannot refrain. from beſtowing, in 
this place, a poſthumous praiſe upon 


Abraham; who, un- infected by the te- 


nacity of old age and ſelfiſhneſs, cheer- 
fully N while he yet lived, a 


conſiderable part of his property, in order 
to enſure the future peace of his family; 
and wiſely left his heir a poorer man, that 
he might leave him happier, and more 


ſecure. How unlike thoſe ſordid wretches, 
who will ſcatter nothing, till death breaks 


into the hoard ; and who care not what 


ſtrife and wretchedneſs overtake thoſe 
who come after them, in the very diſtri- 
bution of their property, provided they 


can keep it all to themſelves, where it but 
: for © one ie day longer - 15 


Is AAc had, hitherto, truſted every thing 


to the wiſdom and affection of his kind 


father, and to the care of an indulgent 


f Providence; even ſo far, as to the abe 
of his partner for life. But his father 


being now removed by death, and his 


own children growing faſt up upon him, 
he 18 under the city of ariſing and 


222 exerting 
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exerting himſelf. For, the bleſſing of 
Providence is to be aſked, and expected, 
only when men are found in the way of 
their duty, and are employing lawful, and 
appointed, means of proſpering. We, ac- 
cordingly, find him, with the prudent ſa— 
gacity of a good huſband, father, and maſ- 
ter, directing the removal of his family 
from place to place, as occaſion frequently 
required; we find him forming alliances 
with his powerful neighbours, for their 
mutual ſecurity: and preſiding in the of- 
fices of religion, his favourite employ- 
ment. And, though Providence has de- 
prived him of the counſel and protection 
of an earthly parent, he finds, in his happy 
experience, that the man whom God con- 
tinues to protect and bleſs, has loſt no- 
thing.—“ Father and Mother have for- 
faken him, but the Lord has graciouſly 
„taken him up,“ * has hedged him 
round on every fide,” and put the fear 
and dread of him into all the neighbour- _ 
ing nations; who, though they envied, 
yet durſt not hurt him. 
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THE diſtreſſes which embittered the re- 


mainder of Iſaac's life, were chiefly inter- 


nal and domeſtic; and alas! they had 


their ſource in his own infirmity, namely, 


a fond partiality in favour of his elder 
ſon; the miſchief of which was increaſed, 


and kept alive, by a partiality, equally de- 


cided, which Rebekah had conceived in 


favour of Jacob. Ifaac loved Eſau, 


© becauſe he did eat of his veniſon; but 
Rebekah loved Jacob*,” Moſt of the 
evils of a man's lot, may be eaſily traced : 
up to ſome weakneſs in which he has 1n- 
dulged himſelf, ſome error into which he 
has fallen, ſome opportunity which he 
has let ſlip, or ſome crime which he has 
committed. Of all the infirmities to 
which our nature is ſubject, no one is 


more common; no one is more unreaſon- 
able, unwiſe, and unjuſt; no one more 


eaſily guarded againſt ; no one more fatal 
in it's conſequences to ourſelves and others, 


than that of making a difference between 


one child and 1 It deſtroys the 
favourite, and diſcourages thoſe who are 


* Gen. xxv. 28. 
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poſtponed and ſlighted; it ſows the ſeeds A 
of jealouſy and malice, . which frequently 
produce ftrife, and violence, and blood. 
It ſets the father againſt the mother, and 
the mother againſt Ts father; the fiſter 
againſt the brother, and the brother againſt 
the ſiſter, It diſturbed the repoſe of Iſaac's 
family, and had well nigh brought down 
Jacob's hoary head with forrow to the 
grave. 
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PaARENATS ought to examine them- 3 
ſelves carefully on this head. If they are 
unable to ſuppreſs the feeling, the expreſ— 
ſion of it, at leaſt, is in chew power; and 
policy, if not juſtice, demands of them an 
equitable diſtribution of their affection, 
their countenance, and their. goods; for, 
if there be a folly which more certainly 
than another puniſhes itſelf, it is this ill- 
judged, and wicked, diſtinction between 
equals. One is aſhamed to think of the 
reaſon which is aſſigned for Iſaac's prefer- 
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ence of his elder, to his younger, ſon, 
& Haac loved Eſau becauſe he did cat of 
„his veniſon,” The original language 
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expreſſes it more forcibly, © becauſe his 
„ yeniſon was in his mouth.” By what 
eroveling and unworthy motives are wiſe l 
and good men frequently actuated! And | 
what a mortifying view of human nature j 
i? it, to ſee the laws of prudence, and juſ- | 
| tice, and piety, vilely controlled and coun- ji 
teracted, by the loweſt, the groſſeſt, of our 
appetites? It was not long before the ef- 
fect of parental tines appeared, A 
competition for precedency, and the rights 
of primogeniture, engaged the attention 
of the brothers, and whetted their ſpirits 
againſt each other, from their earlieſt 
Y years. The pretenſions of each were 
| ſupported, reſpectively, by the parents, 
according to favour; to the diſregard of 
every maxim of good tenſe, and of the 
deſtination and direction of the divine 
Providence. Who prevailed | in this con- oj 
3 tention, and by what means, will be ſeen l 
in the lequel. Ee 1 


l DF — e ee ee FAS? 


WUIIx the family of the Patriarch was 
thus torn, with internal diſſenſion, Pro- 
yidence had been pleaſed to viſit him with 


4 grievous 
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a grievous external calamity; * There 
* was a famine in the land, beſides the 
6 « firſt famine that was. in the days of 
„ Abraham*.“ This for a while repreſſes 
animoſity. Diſtreſs common to all, 
teaches them to love each other; and 

inſtead of a ſtruggle for precedency, the 
weightier concern, „Where ſhall we find 
2 bread | ?” now occupies their thoughts. 
This diſpenſation was, probably, intend- 


ed as a reproof and correQion to all 
parties. The parents were admoniſhed 


of the folly of aiding and increaſing the 


unavoidable ilts of life, by wilfully fow- 


ing diſcord among brethren. Eſau, 


ready again to pern with want, is ſtung 


with els. to think, that in one 
haſty, impatient, moment of hunger, he 


| Had ſold, for the tranſient gratification 
of a low appetite, what no penitence 
could undo, no money re-purchaſe. And 
Jacob, feeling himſelf the cravings of 
hunger, was chaltifed for taking an un- 


kind advantage of his nder neceſ- 


ſity: and ready, in his turn, to periſh, 


* Gen. Xxvi. I. 
might 
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might be conſtrained to adopt the words 
of Eſau, Behold, I am at the point 


„ to die; and what profit ſhall this 


« birth- right do to me* . For although 
God e himſelf of the weakneſſes, 
and the vices, of men, He approves them 


not, neither will He ſuffer them to paſs 
unpuniſhed. 


Is AAc, warned of God, removes, not 
into Egypt, the land which had afforded 
his father ſhelter and ſubſiſtence in a ſimi- 
lar ſtorm, and which has often proved 
an aſylum to the church; but. retires 
to Gerar, one of the cities of Paleſtine, 
ſituated between Kadeſh and Shur. 
Abimelech was the Prince, who, at that 
time, reigned over the Philiſtines. The 


ſame perſon, according to Joſephus, with 
whom Abraham had formed a connection 


fo friendly J. and with whom, for that 
reaſon, Heaven now directed Iſaac to 


ſojourn, till the famine ſhould be re- 


„Gen. xxv. 32. f Gen. xx. 1. 
+ Gen. xXx. 14, 15. 
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lieved. This conjecture, of the Jewiſh 


hiſtorian, though not altogether inſup- 
portable, from a. phyfical impoſſibility, 


is highly improbable, if we conſider, 


that ſeventy-five years have elapſed ſince 


Abraham reſided at Gerar; and Hiſ- 
tory furniſhes few, if any examples, of 
reigns of ſo long continuance. It is 


more probable, that Abimelech was, then, 


the general appellative name of the 
princes of that part of Paleſtine, as Pha- 
roah was that of the kings of Egypt. 


When we behold the Patriarchs thus 


removing from place to place, a feeble, 
unwarlike, encumbered band, through 
nations fierce, envious, and violent, their 
ſafety is to be accounted for, only from 
the reſtraining power of God over the 
hearts of men. The dreadful judgment 


of Sodom, where Lot dwelt; the blind- 


neſs which puniſhed the attempt to vio- 


late his gueſts; and the more tremend- 


ous 3eftrofion which avenged juſt Hea- 


ven of their ungodly deeds, might operate 


pow erfully, lo far as theſe events were 


known, 


N — 2 2 
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' Known, and their memory was preſerved, 
| 1 to overawe the neighbouring nations, and 
do procure for Lot's Rani and kindred, 

the attention and reſpect which fear, if 
not love, inſpires. And, as a proof of his | 
4 ſupremacy, that God, © in whoſe hand 1 j 


: * the heart of the king is, and who can | 


| turn it which way ſoever he will,” has 


frequently conſtrained the enemies of his N 
church and people, to be their friends and | 
| protectors. | 


+ 
— —— 3 — — — 
— SES 4 mi ad 


Tis repeated viſitation of Canaan, by 
famine, was a repeated trial of the Pa- 
L | triarch's faith. The promiſe of a land | 
> fo frequently unable to ſuſtain it's inha- 1 
bditants, could have little value in the eye 
of a worldly mind. But faith in Gd. 
diſcerns the principal worth and import- = 
: ance of temporal bleſſings, in their being — 
connected with, and in their repreſent- 


ing, ſpiritual objects; and it examines =. 


events, not by their agreement with pre- 
conceived opinions, and extravagant .eX- | 
pectations, but by their moral effeas _ i 
and confequences. A region, uniformly 
5 | and 
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and unfailingly, plenteous, might betray 
it's poſſeſſor into the belief that it's ferti- 


lity flowed ſolely from natural cauſes, and 
God might be forgotten and neglected. 
A year of ſcarcity is calculated to teach 


man his dependance, and to force him to 
implore ** the bleſſing which maketh 
rich, and cauſeth the earth to yield it's 


% zncreaſe.” 


WHILE he ſojourned among the Philiſ- 


tines, Iſaac falls into the ſame infirmity 
which diſhonoured his father in Egypt. 
Miſled by a ſuſpicion unworthy of an ho- 
neſt man, and a fear unworthy of the 
friend of God, he violates ſacred truth, 
and fins againſt his own conſcience; for, 
when interrogated concerning Rebekah, 


< he ſaid, She is my ſiſter ; for he fear- 


ed to ſay, She is my wife, leſt, ſaid he, 
the men of this place ſhould kill me for 
Rebekah: becauſe ſhe was fair to look 
«© upon®*,” The criminality of this miſ- 
truſt is greatly aggravated, by the clear- 


- 


* Gen. xxvi. 7. 
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neſs and fulneſs of the heavenly viſion, 


by which he had been admoniſhed to 
bend his courſe to the court of Abime- 


lech. And the Lord appeared unto 
him, and ſaid, Go not down into 


Egypt, dwell in the land which I ſhall 


„ tell thee of. Sojourn in this land, and 
„J will be with thee, and will bleſs 


« thee: for unto thee, and unto thy 
6 ſeed J will give all theſe countries, 
and I will verfarty the oath, which I 
« ſware unto Abraham thy father. And 
„ will make thy ſeed to multiply as 
the ſtars of Heaven, and will give un- 
eto thy ſeed all theſe countries: and 
in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the 
« earth be bleſſed: Becauſe that Abra- 
ham obeyed my voice, and kept my 


„ charge, my commandments, my ſta- 
„ tutes, and my laws*.” Slight temp- 


tations frequently prevail, after trials 
more formidable have been ſucceſsfully 
_ reſiſted, and overcome. The wile, there- 
fore, will reckon no danger ſmall, no foe 


Gen. xxvi. 2—5. 


con- 
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contemptible, no condition perfectly ſe- 
cure. The faithful will learn to ſpeak 


truth: to do good, to truſt in the Lord, | 


and to fear nothing. 


VIRTUE 1s not hereditary 1 in families, 
it deſcends but in rarer inſtances ; where- 
as frailty, alas! deſcends from every fa- 
ther to every ſon. Virtue is the water 
in the particular pool; vice. the torrent 
in the river, which ſweeps every thing 
before it. The moderation, honour, a 
good ſenſe of Abimelech, are the ſe- 
vereſt imaginable reproof of the diſinge- 
nuouſneſs of the Prophet“, and happily 
prevented the miſchief, which Ifaac, 
ſeeking by improper means to ſhun, had 
well nigh occaſioned. 


UxpER the protection and friendſhip. 
of that prince, he has now obtained a 
ſettlement in the land, and by the bleſ- 
ſing of Heaven upon his honeſt induſtry, 
he proſpers and increaſes in the midſt of 


Gen. XXVL. 9, 10, 11. 
difficulties. 


E 
D 
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difficulties. ** Iſaac ſowed in the land, 
and received, in the ſame year, an hun- 


„ dred fold: and the Lord bleſſed him. 


And the man waxed great, and went 


* forward, and grew, until he became 


very great. For he had poſſeſſion of 


„ flocks, and poſſeſſion of herds, and 


great ſtore of ſervants*.” But we are 


not to imagine that worldly ſucceſs 1s 


ever proportioned to promiſing means, 


and favourable opportunities. The 


6 race 15 not to the ſwift, nor the battle 


' * to the ſtrong.” Some mens' fails ſeem 
to gather every 1 of the wind: 
4 thay get forward in ſpite of every ob- 


facles others feel the tempeſt continu- 
ally blowing in their faces ; all things 


are againſt them; and though they ſet 


out with the faireſt, moſt flattering proſ- 


pets, they are unaccountably thwarted 
and diſappointed, they “ wax poor and 


+ fall into decay.” Let not proſperity, 


then, be deemed an infallible proof of 


wiſdom, or of worth, or of divine favour: 


* Gen. xxvi. 12, 13, 14. 


Ver, H. S88ö;— 8 
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neither let want of ſucceſs be always 
aſcribed to folly, or vice, or the curſe of 
Heaven; for in this mixed, imperfect, 
probationary ſtate, ** time and chance 
happen to all men,” neither can a man 
tell „what is good for him all the days 
„of his vain life, which he ſpendeth as a 
„ ſhadow.” EO 


Every temporal advantage has a cor 
reſponding infelicity. Iſaac grew rich 
and great, but,“ the Philiſtines envied 
« him:” and © who can ſtand before 

* envy?” This dark, malignant paſ- 
ſion, prompted his ſurly, jealous hoſts, to 
cut off one ſource of his wealth; * for 
all the wells which his father's ſer- 
« vants had digged in the days of Abra- 
„ham his father, the Philiſtines had 
„ ſtopped them, and filled them with 

« earth“. This was, in effect, to de- 
ſtroy the flocks and the herds, for with- 

out water, * the cattle upon a thouſand. 

hills,“ are a poor periſhing commodity. 

Envy conſiders that as gained to itſelf, 

Gen. Xxvi. 15. 


which 


per 
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which is loſt to another ; and it not only 


| delights in the deſtruction, from which 
it hopes to draw ſome advantage, but it 


enjoys the miſchief which it works, 


merely for miſchief's ſake. Envy will 


even ſubmit to hurt itſelf a little, to have 
the malicious ſatisfaction of hurting ano- 
ther much. Abimelech himſelf, more 
liberally minded than meaner men, grows, 


at length, weary of his gueſt ; he feels 


hurt at his growing proſperity ; he en- 


vies his greatneſs; 0 diſmiſſes him with 
cold civility : * And Abimelech ſaid unto 


6 Iſaac, Go from us: for thou art much 


« mightier than wen.“ Grandeur ad- 
mits not of friendſhip; and friendſhip 


diſdains to dwell with profligacy. Of 
all the men in a nation, the king is moſt 
certainly excluded from this a and, 


ſurely, his lot contains nothing to be 


once compared with it. 


"Ki prudently gives way; with- 
draws the hated object from before the 


eyes of envy, and, leaving the city, 


* Gen. Xxxvi. 16. 


Ea: pitches 


* 
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pitches his tent in the valley of Gerar. 
Apprehending that he had a hereditary 


right to the wells of water which were his 


father's, and which the Philiſtines had 


maliciouſly obſtructed, he digs again for 


them, in the valley; and, from reſpect to 


the memory of Abraham, as well as to 
keep alive the remembrance of the gra- 
cious interpoſitions of the divine Provi- 
dence in his behalf, he revives the an- 


cient names, by which the wells were 


diſtinguiſhed ; particularly Beer-ſheba, 


or the well of the oath, the memorial | 
of the covenant, ratified upwards of ſe- 


venty years before, between the king of 
the Philiſtines and Abraham; and which 
was known by that name, for many ages 


afterwards, as one of the extreme boun- 


daries of the Holy Land. 


Bor the jealouſy of the Philiſtines pur- 
ſues him from the city, into the field. No 
ſooner has he, by induſtry, procured for 
his family that important -neceſlary of life, 
water, than the herdmen of Gerar endea- 
voured, by violence, to poſſeſs themſelves 


of 
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of it. Iſaac, fond of peace, chuſes rather 


to recede from his juſt right, than to ſup- 
port it by force ; and he ill retires, ſeek- 


ing relief in ariende and induſtry. He 


finds himſelf {till purſued by the pride 


and ſelfiſhneſs of his neighbours, but, at - 


length, he conquers by yielding : a victory 
the moſt certain, the moſt honourable, 


and the moſt ſatisfactory; and the tran- 


quillity and eaſe of Rehoboth* amply 


compenſate the troubles and vexation of 


| Ejek+ and Sitnaht in Finally, in order to 
prevent, as far as in him lay, every ground 
of quarrel, he fixes his reſidence at a ſtill 


greater diſtance from Abimelech, He 


« went up from thence to Beer-ſheba;“ 
where, feeling himſelf at home, after ſo 
many removals, he at once pitches his 
tent for repoſe, and builds an altar for 
religion ; and thus, the hatred and violence 
of man, are loſt and forgotten in commu- 
nion with God. 


Tux expreſſion, « he called upon the 
* name of the Lord,” ras. to ports 


E 3 N that 
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that when his altar was built, it was con- 


ſecrated to the ſervice of God, with cer- 


tain extraordinary ſolemnities; ſuch as ſa- 


crifice, and public thankſgiving, at which 


the whole family affiſted. and in which 


the holy man himſelf, the prieſt as well 
as the prince of his family, joyfully pre- 
ſided. His piety was ſpeedily acknow- 


ledged, and crowned with the approbation | 


and ſmiles, of his Heavenly Father, for 
„ the Lord appeared unto him the fame 
„ night, and ſaid, I am the God of Abra- 


E ae thy father, fear not, for I am with 
„ thee, and will bleſs thee, and will mul- 
« tiply thy ſeed, for my ſervant | branes 8: 


6 ſake?, 15 


His meek and dad deportment, toge- 
ther with his increaſing power and wealth, 


and the favour of Heaven {0 unequivo- . 
cally declared, have rendered the Patriarch 


ſo dignified and reſpectable in the eyes of 


the world, that the Prince, who from an 


unworthy motive had been induced to 
treat him with unkindneſs, and to diſ- 


* Gen. xxvi. 24. 
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miſs him 'from his capital, now feels 
himſelf impelled to court his friendſhip, 
and to ſecure it by a ſolemn compact. 


Abimelech conſiders it as no diminution 


of his dignity, to leave home, attended 
with the moſt honourable of his council, 


and the ſupreme in command over his 
armies, 1n order to viſit the ſhepherd in 


his tent. The expoſtulation“ of Iſaac is 


ſimple and natural, and his conduct, ex- 
hibits a mind free from gall, free from 
reſentment. The reply of Abimelech 
diſcloſes the true motive of this viſit; 5 


and we are not ſurprized to find, that 


fear has, at leaſt, as large a ſhare in it, as 
love. The worſt of men find it to be 
their intereſt, to live on good terms with 


the wiſe and the pious; and good men 


cleave to each other from affection. The 
covenant being amicably renewed, and 
the oath of God interpoſed, and“ an 
A nath for confirmation is an end of all 
ie, the king of Gerar and his 
| retinue return in peace, and leave Iſaac 
to the retirement which he loved, and to 


Gen. xxvi. 27. f Ver. 30. f Ver. 28, 29. 
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that intercourſe with Heaven, which he 


prized, infinitely above the friendſhip of 


earthly potentates. 


Axp now, a delightful calm of eighteen 


years enſued; of which no traces remain, 


to inform or inſtru& mankind, but which, 


from the well-known character of this 
Patriarch, we may well ſuppoſe, were 


ſpent in ſuch a manner, as to be had in 
everlaſting remembrance before God. 


Ar the expiration of this period, his 
domeſtic tranquillity was again cruelly 
diſturbed, and by his favourite fon ; who, 
in the fortieth year of his own life, 


that is, the hundredth of his father's, 


inttoduced two idolatrous wives into the 


Holy family. This was two evils in one. 
It was being unequally yoked with infi- 
delity; and it was carrying on a practice 


which has ever been, and ever will be, fa- 


tal to domeſtic peace.—The daughter of 


an Hittite would naturally be diſpoſed to 
interrupt the religious harmony which 


prevailed ; and two wives at once would, 


as 


3 


ww fu — „ 
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as certainly, be diſpoſed to annoy each 
7 other, and embroil the whole family in 
7 their quarrels. Iſaac was well acquaint- 
ed with the ſolicitude of his pious father 
on his own account, in the important 
I article, marriage; and was conſcious of 
2 a ſimilar anxiety, reſpecting the ſettle- 
ment of his ſons. We may eaſily con- 
ceive, then, how he felt on this accu- 
mulated irregularity, and imprudence, of 
1 Eſau. He was wounded there, where 
as a man, as a father, and as a ſervant of 
the true God, he was moſt vulnerable. e j 
What was it to be neglected, unacxnow- = 
ledged, in a matter of the higheſt moment b | 
to his comfort, by that fon, whom he had _ | 
cheriſhed with the fondeſt affection, and | 
on whom he reſted his fondeſt hopes! The | 
holy deſcent was in danger of being mar- 
5 red by an impure beathedilh mixture; 
5 and the minds of his grand- children likely 
to be perverted from the knowledge and 
worſhip of the God of their fathers, A — 
is the return which parents too often 0 
meet with, for all that profuſion of ten- 
derneſs and affe&ion, which they laviſh 


upon 
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upon their offspring; for all their weari- 
ſome days and ſleepleſs nights. The in- 


grates diſpoſe of their affections, their 


perſons, their proſpects, their all, in a 
haſty fit of paſſion; as if the father who 


brought them up with ſo much toil and 


trouble, as if the mother who bare them, 


had no concern in the matter. The un- 

grateful, diſorderly, conduct of their elder 
ſon, was a grief of mind to Iſaac and 
# to Rebekah,” 


WIETIEIR from the vexation occa- 


fioned by this event, from diſeaſe, from 
accident, or from ſome natural weakneſs 


in the organ of ſight, we are not inform- 


ed, but we find Iſaac, in the one hun- 

dred and thirty-fifth year of his life, in Y 1 
a ſtate of total blindneſs; and he was 

probably viſited with the loſs of that 


precious ſenſe, at a much earlier period; 


but forty-five years, at leaſt, of his earthly 


_ pilgrimage, were paſſed in this dark and 
comfortleſs ſtate. All men with to live 


to old age; but when they have attained 
their with, they are apt to repine at the 
1 4 infirmities, 
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infirmities, aud the diſcomforts, neceſſa. 
rily incident to it. They would be old; 


but they would not be blind, and palſied, 


and feeble. They would be old; but 


they would not be neglected, wearied 
of, and forſaken. They would be old; 


but they would not be practiſed upon 
and deceived. But old age certainly 
brings on all theſe, and many other in- 
cConveniencies; and vain it is to dream 
of the benefit, without the care. We 
read but of one, Moſes himſelf, whoſe 
* eye, at the age of one hundred and 
© twenty, was not dim, nor his natural 
* force abated.” 


} Tris dark period of Iſaac's life, con- 
| ; taining many intereſting and inſtructive 
> particulars, will furniſh. matter for a ſe- 
[1 parate diſcourſe. In reviewing the paſt, 
| we are under the neceflity of again ad- 
7 moniſhing parents on that momentous 
I article, impartiality in the diſtribution 


of their attention, their tenderneſs, their 


property, among their children. The 


trifling 
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trifling circumſtances of name, of per- 
ſonal likeneſs, of beauty and deformity, 
and the like, over which parents had lit- 
tle power, and the children none at all, 
and which, in themſelves have neither 
merit nor demerit, which are the objects 
of neither juſt praiſe nor blame, have been 
known to eſtabliſh diſtinctions in families, 
which deſtroyed their peace, and acce- 
lerated their ruin; and children unborn, 
have often felt the dire effects of a filly 


nick-name, impoſed on a progenitor whom 


they knew not, and whoſe relation to 
them was thereby rendered a curſe, 


Mu N are often deemed unfortunate, 
both by themſelves and others, where 
they deſerve to be reckoned unwile. 1 
They do themſelves the miſchief, and Þ? 
then wonder how it came about. They | 
ſpoil their children, and then complain 
that they are ſo perverſe. I know how 
difficult it is to bring up youth, to bear 
an even hand between child and child, 
to counteract the bias of favour and of 


affection, 
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AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT WHEN ISAAC 
WAS OLD, AND HIS EYES WERE DIM, 80 
THAT HE COULD NOT SEE, HE CALLED 
ESAU HIS ELDEST SON, AND SAID UNTO 


HIM, MY SON: AND HE SAID, UNTO HIM, 
BEHOLD HERE AM I. AND HE SAID, BE- 
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HOLD NOW, I AM OLD, I KNOW NOT THE | 
DAY OF MY DEATH, NOW THEREFORE 9 
TAKE, I PRAY THEE, THY WEAPONS, fx 
QUIVER, AND THY BOW, AND GO OUT TO CE i 
THE FIELD, AND TAKE ME SOME VENI- | ö 
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LH SON: AND MAKE ME SAVOURY MEAT, 
5 SUCH As 1 LOVE, AND BRING IT TO ME, bi 
| THAT I MAY EAT, THAT MY SOUL MAY ; 
Tz ' BLESS THEE BEFORE I DIE. AND REBE- 
* AH HEARD WHEN ISAAC SPAKE TO FSAU 4 
3] HIS SON! AND ESAU WENT TO THE FIELD | 
TO HUNT FOR V EN1SON, AND TO BRING IT, 


„ 


1 | THERE 
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HERE is a generous principle in 


human nature, which diſpoſes us 
to take part with the weakeſt. We feel 
an honeſt indignation at ſeeing weakneſs 


oppreſſed by might, honeſty over-reach- 
ed by cunning, and unſuſpecting good- 
neſs played upon, by ſelfiſhneſs and kna- 
very. God himſelf feels the inſults of- 


fered to the deſtitute and the helpleſs; 
_ declares himſelf the judge of the wi- 
dow,“ the protector of the fatherleſs, 
the ſhield of the ſtranger. He aims his 
thunder at the head of him, who putteth 
a ſtumbling block in the way of the 
blind, and who planteth a ſnare for the in- 
nocent. And though, in the ſovereign- 
ty of his power, > the depths of his 


wiſdom, He is ſometimes pleaſed to em- 


ploy the vices of men, to execute his 
purpoſes | of goodneſs and mercy, He 
loves and approves only “ whatſoever 
<« things are true, whatſoever things are 
e honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, 


% whatſoever things are pure, whatſo- 


ever things are lovely, whatſoever 
„ things 
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« things are of good report *,” and the. 


perſons who love and practiſe them. 


Ir is not the leaſt profitable part of 


the ſtudy of both Providence and Scrip- 
ture, to trace the conduct of a righteous 
God, in puniſhing the offender, though 


he has ſubdued the offence into a ſorvant 


of his own will; in chaſtening his chil- 


dren by a rod of their own preparing; in 


tumbling the wicked into the pit which 
themſelves have digged; and in bringing 


backſliders again to bimſalf, by cacking 


them to eat the bitter fruit of their own 
doings. Happy it is for the children of 


men, if their deviations, from the path of 
rectitude, meet their correction in a tem- 


poral puniſhment. But wo to that man, 
whom juſtice permits to thrive in his 


iniquity, and to grow hardened: through 
impunity : whole retribution is deferred, 


till repentance can produce no change. 
Chaſtiſe me, O Father, as ſeverely * 
thou wilt; let me not fall aſleep under 


my tranſgreſſion, and thy diſpleaſure; 


1 * Phil. iv. 8. - 
Ver lH. © F _ diſpoſe 
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diſpoſe 2s thou wilt of my body, my eſtate, 
my worldly comfort ; but let my ſoul live 
before thee : let me ſee my fin, and purge 
me FHOrOUgnly. from it. 


We are now to ſee the illuſtration of 
theſe reflectians, from Hitory. 


Tax life of Iſaac may be divided into 
three periods. The firſt, containing ſe- 
venty- five years, from his birth to the 
death of Abraham ; during which, being 
under parental government, and of a 
meek, unaſpiring diſpoſition, his Hiſtory 
is blended with, and included! in, that of 

bis father. The ſecond, commencing at 
his father's death, and ending in his one 
hundred and thirty-ſeventh year, when 
it pleaſed God to viſit him with extreme 
weakneſs, or total loſs, of eye-ſight, con- 

tains the ſpace of fixty-two years, which 
may be termed his active period. To | 
this ſucceeds a heavy period of forty- 
three years, to the day of his death ; dur- 
ing which we ſee a poor dark old man, 
at the diſpoſal of others, moving in a 
ä narrow 
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narrow ſphere ; © knowledge” and eom- 
fort ** at one entrance quite ſhut out.”? 
We behold a man who- when he was 
66 « young, girded himſelf, and walked 
„ whither be. would ; but now become 
old, ſtretching forth his hands, and 
* another girding him, and carrying him 
“ whither he would not.” This portion 
of his Hiſtory, accordingly, 1s blended 
with, and ſwallowed up in, that of his 
ans. 


Ar the 8 of this period, Iſaac, 


ſenſible of his growing infirmities, feel- 


ing the approach of death, though ig- 
norant of the diy of it, and anxious to 
convey the double pörtion, the patriar- 
chal benediction, and the covenant- pro- 
miſe, according to the bent of his natu- 
ral affection, to his elder and more be- 
loved ſon; he calls him with accents of 
paternal tenderneſs, and propoſes to him 
the mingled gratification, of purfuing 
his own favourite amuſement, of mini- 
ſtering to-his fond father's pleaſure, and 
of —y for himſelf the great abject 
E235 of 
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of his ambition and deſire, the blefing, 
with all it's valuable effects. Behold 
of what importance it is that our pro- 
penſities be originally good, ſeeing in- 
dulgence and habit, interweave them 
with our very conſtitution, till they be- 
. .come a ſecond nature ; and age confirms, 
inſtead of eradicating them. We find 
the two great infirmities of Iſaac's cha- 
racter predominant to the laſt, a diſpoſi- 
tion to gratify his palate with a particu- 
lar kind of food, and partiality to his ſon 
Eſau. Time has not yet blunted the edge 
of appetite; and the eye of the mind, 
dim as the bodily organ, overlooks the 
undutifulneſs which had pierced a father's 
heart, by unhallowed, inauſpicious mar- 
riages with the Hittite, and he diſcerns, 
in his darling, thoſe qualities only, in 
which miſguided affection had dreſſed him 
out; for a ſtrong and lively principle of 


grace may conſiſt with much natural 
weakneſs. 


REER AR, equally attentive to the in- 
tereſt of her Younger ſon, happened to 


overhear 


* 
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overhear the charge which Iſaac gave to 


Eſau, and immediately, with the quick- 


neſs of a female, determined, at all ha- 
zards, to carry a favourite point, ſhe builds 
upon it a project of obtaining by manage- 


ment and addreſs, what ſhe deſpaired of 
bringing about, by the direct road of en- 


treaty, or perſuaſion. Unhappy it is for 


that family, the heads of which entertain 


oppoſite views, and purſue ſeparate in- 


tereſts. - One tent could not long contain 


two rival brothers, whoſe animoſity was 


kept alive, and encouraged by thoſe whoſe | 
wiſdom and authority ſhould have inter- 


poſed to ſuppreſs it. It is affecting to 
think how little ſcrupulous even good 


people are, about the means of accom- 
pliſhing what their hearts are ſet upon; 


how eaſily the underſtanding and the con- 


ſcience become the dupe of the affections. | 
The Apologiſts of Rebekah, charitably 


aſcribe. her conduct, on this occaſion, to 


motives of religion. She 1s ſuppoſed to 
be aQtuated, throughout, by zeal for ſup- 


porting the deſtination of Heaven, . The 


** elder ſhall ſerve the younger ;” a deſti- 


1 nation 
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nation which: ſhe obſerved her huſband 
was eager to ſubvert. I am not diſpoſed 


to refuſe her, to a certain degree, the ere- 
dit of ſo worthy a principle; for the 


piety of her ſpirit is unqueſtionable; but 
I ſee too much of this woman, of the 
mother, of the ſpirit of this world, in her 


behaviour, to believe that her motives 


were wholly pure and ſpiritual. Religion, 


true religion, never does evil that good 
may come. 


? 


ApMIr TING that Iſaac was to blame, 


in miſunderſtanding g. forgetting, or endea- 


vouring to contra the oracle, which 
gave the preference to Jacob, ſurely it 


belonged to the wife of his youth, to 
have employed other means, in order to 
undeceive and admoniſh him. Was the 


deception which the practiſed upon his 


helpleſſneſs and diſtreſs, the proof which 
ſhe exhibited of the love, honour, and obe- 


dience ſhe owed her Lord? Was it con- 
ſiſtent with genuine piety, to take the 


work of God out of his hands; as if the 


wiſdom of JEHOVAH needed the aid of 
- Human 
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human craft and invention? And could a 
mother, not only herſelf deviate into the 
crooked paths of diſſimulation and falſ- 
hood, and become a pattern of deceit, but 
wickedly attempt to decoy, perſuade, con- 
ſtrain, her own ſon, to violate ſacted truth? 
6 It is not, and it cannot come to good.” 


 Havine planned her ſcheme, and over- 
perſuaded Jacob to affiſt in the execution 
of it, ſhe loſes not a moment ; and Iſaac's 
favourite diſh is ready to be ſerved up, | 
long before the uncertainty of hunting, 
and the dexterity of Eſau; could have res Z 
cured it. Jacob, arrayed in goodly rai- 
ment of his elder brother, diſguiſed to the 
ſenſe of feeling as much as art could diſ- , 
guiſe him, and furniſhed with the ſavoury * 
meat which his father loved, advances 
with trembling, doubtful ſteps, to his 
apartment. In the converſation that eds = 
ſued, Which is moſt to be wondered at, | | | 
the honeſt, unſuſpecting ſimplicity, of --: } 
the father; or the ſhameleſs, undaunted 


#- 
—— — —ꝛ— — — 


effrontery, of the ſon? But, in thinking 1 | 
of the one, our wonder is mingled with 11 
F 4 reſpect : 1 
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reſpect and*eſteem ; the other excites re- 


ſentment and abhorrence. It ſhews the 
danger of getting into a wrong train. One 
fraud muſt be followed up with another, 


one injury with another; and ſimple falf- 


hood, by an eaſy progreſs, riſes up to per- 


Jury. Whois not ſhocked to hear the ſon 
of Iſaac interpoſing the great and dreadful 
name of the LORD God of his father, 


not to confirm truth, but to countenance 


a wilful and deliberate lie? What earth- 
ly good is worth purchaſing at ſuch a 
price? Surely his tongue faltered when 
it pronounced thoſe e thoſe awful 
words. The good old man's ſuſpicions 
were evidently alarmed, whether by the 
tone of Jacob's voice, or the heſitating 
manner in which he ſpoke ; and, appre- 
hending he had an infallible method of 
, if a fallacy there were, he ap- 
peals from the teſtimony of his ears to 
his feeling. But behold craft is too 
deep for honeſty. Rebekah and her ſon 
Have not contrived their plot ſo ill, as 
to fail at this ſtage of the buſineſs ; and 
Iſaac is too od himſelf, to imagine 


that 
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that others could be ſo wicked. He 


ſuffers himſelf, therefore to be at length 
perſuaded; and, refreſhed with meat and 

drink, pronounces the bleſſing, which he 
had promiſed. Had he not "a blinded 

when he ſaw, with favour towards Eſau, 
and with the flavour of his veniſon, he 
had not been expoſed to this impoſition, 


in his helpleſs ſtate. Could Jacob have 
truſted God, and waited to be conducted 
of Providence, he had arrived at his end 


as certainly, and with leſs diſhonour. But 


„God is true, thou gh every man be found 
ea. liar,” e | 


IT is worthy of obſervation, that 
though Iſaac, by the ſpirit of prophecy 
Which was in him, foreſaw and foretold 
Y the future fortunes of his family; 
though he could diſcern objects at the 
| remoteſt diſtance, his natural diſcern- 
ment was ſo ſmall, and even his pro- 


phetic knowledge ſo partial, that he 


could not diſtinguiſh the one branch of 
his family from the other; and, impelled 


by a will more powerful than his own, 


he 


. ” 
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he in voluntarily beſtowed dominion and 


laam afterwards propheſied, not what he 


ſtrained him; and thus Caiaphas pre- 


for her favourite, inſtead of the imme- 


from his country and his father's houſe, 
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precedency where he leaſt intended it. 
« For the prophecy came not in old 
« time by the will of man: but holy 
ce men of God ſpake as they were mov- 
„ed by the Holy Ghoſt *.” Thus Ba- 


would, but as the ſpirit of God con- 


dicted the death of Chriſt for the ſins of 
the people, but this ſpake he, not of 
© himſelf : but being High Prieſt that 
year, he propheſied that Jeſus ſhould 


t die for that nation 4.” EOS. 


Trvs was Iſaac deceived, in havin g 
Jacob impoſed upon him for Eſau. Nor 
was Rebekah leſs diſappointed; for the 
bleſſing ſhe had ſurreptitiouſly obtained 


diate benefits expected from it, plunged 
him into an ocean of diſtreſs, exiled him 


expoſed him in his turn to impoſition 


and 


LEY 
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and zaſult ; and, but for the care of a 


| ſuperintending Providence, the ſucceſs 


which he had earned by the ſacrifice of a 


good conſcience, muſt have defeated and 
deſtroyed itſelf. But ce the counſel of the 


„Lord ſtandeth for ever, the thoughts 
of his heart to all generations *.” His 


e decree may no man reverſe.” * The 
« wrath of man worketh not the righte- 
„ ouſneſs of God,” but the wiſdom and 

the righteouſneſs of God, can bend the : 
wrath of man to their * 


| Jacos has hardly departed whth his 
ill-gotten benediction, when Eſau arrives 
in the triumph of ſacceſs and hope : 


his heart overflowing with filial tender- 


neſs, and panting for ahi promiſed reward 
of his labours. The feelings of both fa- 


ther and fon, are more eaſily conceived 


than deſcribed, when the cheat was diſ- 
covered :—ſuch as the ſhame of being 
over- reached, reſentment againſt the im- 


poſtor, the chagrin of diſappointed hope, 


* Pſalm xxxii. 11. 


f .of 
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| of diſappointed ambition; bitter reflec-: - 
tion on the folly and danger of reſiſting 
the high will of Heaven, on the bard 


il neceſſity of ſubmitting to the irreverſible 

ſt decree. Nothing can exceed the ten- 

i derneſs of Eſau's expoſtulation, when he 

. found that the bleſſing was irrecoverably | 

| gone from him, The name of his bro- | 
j ther, the occaſion of it's being given him; 


| 2 5 his conduct ſince he grew up; the re- 
peated advantage which he had taken, of 
his neceſſity at one time, of his abſence at 
another, all ruſh upon his mind at once, 
and excite a tempeſt of paſſion which he 
is unable to govern. And Eſau ſaid un- 
$ to his father, Haſt thou but one bleſ- 
<6 ſing, my father ? bleſs me, even me 
« alſo, O my father; and Eſau lift up 
his voice, and wept *.” The ability, 
and the good will, of an earthly parent, 
have 1 limits: he has but one, and 
another, bleſſing to beſtow; what he 
gives to this child; is ſo much taken 
away from that other: but the liberality, 


Gen. xxvii. 38. 
and 
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and the power, of our Heavenly Father, 
are unbounded : In our father's houſe 


there are many manſions ;** with him 


there is bread enough and to ſpare.” 
Iſaac diſcovers, at length, that he has 
been fighting againſt God ; and while 
he reſents Jacob's ſubtilty, and the un- 


kindneſs of Rebekah, he acknowledges 


and: ſubmits to the high will of Heaven. 
The bleſſing which he had pronounced 


unwittingly, and which he finds to be ir- 


revocable, he now deliberately and cheer- 
ey confirms. 


TITE 


Au now, behold the little spark of 


diſcord between brethren, blown into * 
flame, which threatens deſtruction to 


the whole family; and, dreadful to 
think! Eſau looks forward with deſire to 
the death of his old kind father, that he 


might proſecute revenge againſt his bro- 
* unto blood. Hie we have ſeen 


in Eſau, an object of compaſſion, we 


now view him with deteſtation; and we 
find the righteous judgment of God pro- 
ſecuting this murderous diſpoſition in his 
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poſterity to their utter ruin. For thy 


% Violence againſt thy brother Jacob, 


„ ſhame ſhall cover thee, and thou ſhalt 
ebe cut off for ever *.” „ As I live, 


„ ſaith the Lord God, I will prepare 
* thee unto blood, and blood ſhall pur- 
« ſue thee: fith thou haſt not hated 


* blood, even blood ſhall purſue thee, 


„Thus I will make Mount Seir moſt 
„ deſolate, and cut off from it him that 


< paſſeth out, and him that returneth f.“ 


„Thus faith the Lord, For three tranſ- 
© greſſions of Edom, and for four, J will 
66 not turn away the puniſhment there- 
4 of: becauſe he did purſue his brother 
« with the ſword, and did caſt off all 


e pity, and his anger did tear perpetu- 


* ally, and kept his wrath for ever. 
„ But I will ſend a fire upon Teman, 


which thall devour the palaces of Boz- 


66 rah +,” —Rebekah, now that ** a ſword 
« pierces through her own ſoul, ready 
to loſe both her children in one day, 


Obad. verſe 10. 1 Ezek. xxxv. 6, 7. 
+ Amos i. II, 12. 
too 
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too late diſcerns how imprudently ſhe has 
acted, and is glad to purchaſe the ſafety 
of her favourite, at the price of his ba- 


niſhment. So uneaſily do thoſe poſſeſ- 
ſions ſit upon us, which we have acquired 


improperly. 


Tux threatening words of his elder ſon 


mult ſoon have reached the ears of the 
aged Patriarch alfo, and he has the inex- 

prefible- mortification of learning, that 
..” Ws ungrateful wretch whom he had che- 
riſhed in his boſom, and to whom his 
fondneſs would have given every thing, 


was enjoying the vrofpett of his ap- 


proaching death, becauſe it would afford 
à fafer opportunity of practiſing his me- 
ditated revenge. This, indeed, was the 
bitterneſs of death, to © feel how ſharper 
* than a ſerpent's tooth it is, to have a 
„ thankleſs child.” And thus ſeverely, | 
the unwiſe attachment of both the pa- 
rents, puniſhed itſelf, us the effect which 
it produced. 


To 
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To prevent the dreadful miſchief which 
hung over his hoary head; all his proſ- 
polls concerning Eſau being now blight- 


ed, by the heathenith alliances which he 
had formed, by his diabolical character, 


and by the rejection of Heaven, he gladly 
_ conſents to the diſmiſſion of Jacob; and 


all his hopes, at length, ſettle on him 
whom he loved leſs. But, to part with the 
heir of the promiſe, at the age of one hun- 
dred and forty years; to hand him. away 
into a far country,—was it not to part 
with him for ever? The fervor of his fare- 


wel benediction, pathetically expreſſes | 
his deſpair of meeting him again, God 


* Almighty bleſs Na and make thee 


| 4 fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou 


* mayeſt be a multitude of people: And 
give thee the bleſſing of Abraham, 
&« to thee, and to thy ſeed with thee ; 
that thou mayeſt inherit the land 
« herein thou art a ſtranger, which 
God gave to Abraham *,” Theſe are 


the laſt words, this is the laſt action 


Gen. XXxvili. 3, 4. 
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of Iſaac's life, upon record. But his lat- 


ter end was at a greater diſtance than 
he, or than Eſau, apprehended. He ſur- 


vived this event forty years. He lived 


to loſe in communion with God, the dif- £ 
order and diſperſion of his family; he 
lived to ſhelter, and to bleſs, by his 


prayers, him whom the paternal roof could 


ſhelter and protect no longer; he lived 
to be refreſhed with the good tidings of 


the ſucceſs of the bleſſing, and of the hap- 


py increaſe of Jacob's family: he lived 
to “ ſee him” again “ in his touch,“ 
and to embrace his grand-children. 


\ Tx1s period of his life is a mere blank 


to poſterity. But if we areever admitted 
to read in the book of God's remem- 
„ brance””* O how will theſe forty years, 
of ſilence and oblivion, ariſe and ſhine! 
At laſt, old and full of days, he drops 
into the grave; the days of Iſaac were 
an hundred and fourſcore years, and 


Iſaac gave up the ghoſt and died, and 


was gathered unto his people“. Let 


* Gen. xxxv. 28, 29. 
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me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my laſt end be like his!” Time, 
and a better ſpirit, and the death of a 
father, have happily extinguiſhed reſent- 
ment between the brothers; Eſau thinks 
no more of ſlaying Jacob. They min- 
gle tears, as did Iſaac and Iſhmael, over 
their parent's tomb, and their angry paſ- 
ſions ſleep in the duſt with him. 


Tavs lived, and died, Iſaac the ſon of 
Abraham, a man of contemplation, of 
piety, and of peace: a man of few and 
Night infirmities, of many and eminent 
virtues: a man whom Providence tried 
with multiplied and ſevere afflictions, and 
whom faith ſtrengthened to bear them 
with patience and fortitude.” His ſtory 
comes home to the breaſt and boſom of 

every man, His excellencies are ſuch as 

all men may, by due cultivation, acquire; 
his virtue ſuch as all may imitate. His 
faults are thoſe to which. good men are 

luable, and which they are the more con- 
cerned to avoid, or to amend. 


To 
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To young men we would hold him up 
as a pattern of filial tenderneſs and ſub- 
mitſion. Iſaac poſſeſſed in an eminent 
degree that moſt amiable quality of inge- 
nuous youth, dutiful reſpect to the mother 
who bare him. He cheriſhed her with 
pious attention while ſhe lived, and ſin- 
cerely lamented her in death; till duty 
called him to drop the grateful and affec- 
tionate ſon, in the loving and faithful huſ- 
band. So long as PT lived, he had 
no will but the Will of his father. 


Taz maſter of a family may learn of 
him, domeſtic piety and devotion, conju- 
| gal fidelity, prudent foreſight, perſever- 
ing g induſtry. 


* ſelfiſh and contentious are reproved 
by the example of his moderation, by his : 
patience under unkindneſs and injuſtice, 
| by his meek ſurrender of an undoubted 
right, for the ſake of Penne, 


Lar the aged conſider him well, and 
and 1 imitate Ex ſweetneſs of temper, his 
G2. roeſignstion 
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reſignation under affliftion, his gentle re- 

quital of deception and inſult, his ſuperi- 
ority to the world, his compoſure in the 
proſpe& of diſſolution, and the faith 
which triumphed over the grave. 


Lzr the affluent, and the proſperous, 
learn to adorn high rank and ample for- 
tune by humility and-condeſcenſion ; and | 
the wretched to endure diſtreſs with forti- | 
tude and reſignation. Let his faults be | | 

forgotten, and his infirmities covered; or 3 
remembered only as a reproof and admo-— 
nition to ourſelves. And let us be fol- 
lowers together of him, and of all them, LF 
who “ through faith and patience inherit 


the promiſes.” 
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GENESIS XXV. 27— 34. 


AND THE BOYS GREW; AND ESAU WAS A 


CUNNING HUNTER, A MAN OF THE FIELD: 


AND JACOB WAS A PLAIN MAN, DWEL- 


LING IN TENTS. AND ISAAC LOVED ESAU, 
BECAUSE HE DID EAT OF HIS VENISON; | 
BUT REBEK AH LOVED JACOB. AND JACOB 


sOD POTTAGE: AND ESAU CAME FROM 


THE FIELD, AND HE WAS FAINT, AND 


ESAU SAID TO JACOB, FEED ME, I PRAY 


THEE, WITH THAT SAME RED POTTAGE, 


FOR I AM FAINT: THEREFORE MIS NAME 


WAS CALLED EDOM. AND JACOB SAID, 
SELL ME THIS DAY THY BIRTH-RIGHT. 
AND ESAU SAID, BEHOLD, I AM AT THE 


' POINT TO DIE: AND WHAT PROFIT SHALL 
THIS BIRTH-RIGHT DO TO ME? AND A- 
' COB SAID, SWEAR TO ME THIS DAY: AND 
HE SWARE UNTO HIM. AND HE SOLD 


HIS BIRTH-RIGHT UNTO JACOB, THEN 


© | JACOR 
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| JACOB GAVE ESAU BREAD AND POTTAGE 
OF LENTILES, AND HE DID EAT, AND 
DRINK, AND ROSE UP AND WENT HIS 
war: THUS ESAVU DESPISED HIS BIRTH- 
RIGHT, 


(HE importance of the perſonages, 
to whole acquaintance we are in- 
troduced in the Sacred Pages, is to be 


eſtimated, not by circumſtances which 
catch and engage the ſuperficial and the 


vain, and which conſtitute what is called 


greatneſs among men. No, od 
„ hath choſen the weak things of the 
« world, to confound the Sig which 
* are mighty ; and baſe things of the 
6 world, and things which are deſpiſed, 
£ hath God choſen, yea, and things which 


& are not, to bring to nought things 


„that are. When great men are to 
be ſought for, the ming that is govern- 
ed by worldly ideas, ruſhes ſtraight to 


the palaces of kings, or enters into the 


cabinet where ſtateſmen aſſemble, or at- 
tends the footſteps of the warrior over 


the enſanguined plain. But reaſon and 


religion conduct us in far different paths, 
and 
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and preſent us with far different objects. 
They diſcover to us, many a time, true 


greatneſs under the obſcure roof of a cot- 
tage, or the ſpreading branches of a great 
tree; they exhibit dignity and conſequence 
affixed, not to the royal ſceptre, but to 
the ſhepherd's crook, and they feelingly 


teach us, that what is highly prized among 


men, is of little eſtimation in the ſight 


of God. 


TE perſon, on whoſe Hiſtory we are 
now entering, 1s third, in order and ſuc- 
ceſſion, of the illuſtrious three, who are 
diſtinguiſhed in Scripture as the cove- 
nant friends of God, and the enſamples 
of all them who, in after ages, ſhould 
believe. I am the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Iſaac, and the God of 
Jacob.“ Thus it is ſpoken of the men 
whom the King of Kings delighteth to 
honour; and What is rank and. title 


among men, compared to this! ? 


JAcoꝝ was, by 3 of Hea- 
ven, deſtined to pre-eminence and fu- 
G 4 peri ority 


— — — 
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periority before he was born: and He 
who could have raiſed him to the rights 
of primogeniture, in the ordinary courſe 
of nature, was pleaſed, ſuch is divine 
Sovereignty, to beſtow this advantage 
upon him, by the concurrence of vari- 
ous providential events ; that men may 
adore, and ſubmit to the God *© who 
« worketh all things according to the 
„ counſel of his own will.” The 
ſtruggle between the twin brothere be- 
gan early, and laſted long. With more 
than ordinary reaſons for loving each 
other, the ill- judged partialities of paren- 
tal affection, and the luſt of precedency 
and power, inflame them to uncommon 
rancour and animoſity. The ſtrife, 
which was at firſt accidental, or inſtinc- 
tive, becomes at length wilful and de- 
liberate; and the name of Jacob, impoſed 
in the beginning, from the flight in- 
cident of his laying hold with his: hand 
of his brother's heel, comes, in proceſs 
of time, to be a mark of his character, 
and a record of his conduct. Events 
unimportant, incidental, contingent, 


the 
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the eyes of men, are often matters of 
deep deſign, of mighty and laſting con- 
” ſequence, with God. — The natural diſ- 
poſition of the two brothers early diſco- 
vered itſelf; Eſau betakes himſelf to the 
active and laborious ſports of the field; 
> Jacob, formed for ſocial and domeſtic life, 
| abides at home in the tents, attending to 
family affairs, cultivating filial affections, 
and hiving in the exerciſe of filial duties. 
The Chaldee Paraphraſt gives a tranſla- 
tion of the words of Moſes rendered i in 
2 our verſion ** dwelling in tents,” conſi- 
I derably different in aſe, « He was LY 
| 4 Miniſter in the Houſe of teaching,” 
E underſtanding, by the word tents or abu - 
F nacles, the place appointed for divine wor- 


ſhip, 


Fs Tux firſt action of Jacob's life, record- 
ed by the Sacred Hiſtorian, is by no 
| means calculated to give us a favourable 
5 L impreſſion of his heart. The young men 
. L were now 1n their twenty-fifth year, the | 
I elder, entirely devoted to his favourite 

purſuit; the younger, ever on the watch 


to 


21 


575 2 


VA PEPE 
7 e S 3 
* * » 4 — 1 l "Ss: - 52 
, $3 37 c te AROSE EEE E432 ou 8 
R 5 8 A N F 8 19S Ie” 5 
9 852 F wt We Hs 2 22 A EWA * 8 je: 3s - 6-24 \ S488 EY” AK ER 


83 


106 HISTORY OF JACOB. [LECT. v. 


to obtain, that, by art or induſtry, which 
nature had taken from him. It happened 


on a certain day, that he had employed 


himſelf in preparing a plain diſh of pottage 
of lentiles, for his own entertainment. 
And here, let not the faſtidious critic, 


who meaſures every thing by modern 
manners and maxims, conſider this as an 


employment beneath the dignity of Iſaac's 


ſon.—It is, in truth, one of a multitude 


of inſtances, of the beautiful ſimplicity of 
ancient cuſtoms. 'The greateſt heroes, 
and proudeſt princes, whom Homer has! 
exhibited, are frequently found engaged 
in ſimilar occupations. Eſau, returning 
from the field, and havin g been either un- 

ſucceſsful in hunting, or too impatient to 


delay the gratification of his appetite, till 


his veniſon were prepared, intreats his 


brother for a ſhare of the proviſion which 


he had made for himſelf.— Jacob, taking 
advantage of his hunger and eagerneſs, 
| Propoſes as an equivalent for his pottage, 
no leſs a price, than the favourite object 


of all his ambition and deſire, the birth- 
right. Unconſcious, or regardleſs, of it's 


value, 
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value, and in a haſte to ſatisfy the craving 
of the moment, he inconſiderately parts 


with that which nature had given him in 


' vain, which a father's fondneſs ſtrove to 
ſecure for him, but which a conduct ſo 


97 


„ profane,” and precipitate, proved him 


Tz altogether unworthy of poſſeſſing. 


Bur was the conduct of Jacob pure, 


and praiſe-worthy, in this tranſaction? 


It cannot be affirmed.— Providence, in- 


deed, had ordained him to the bleſſing, 


- which he ſo ardently coveted ; but Provi- 
9 dence neither appoints, nor approves of, 
| crooked and indirect paths to the ends 
wuhich it has propoſed. Weak and erring 
men may, perhaps, not be diſpleaſed to 
| l have part of their work taken off from 
their hands, but if we preſume to take the 
Whole, or any part, of the work of God 
upon ourſelves, it is both with fin and 
With danger, His counſel indeed ſhall 
8 ſtand, ” but the offender ſhall * the 


price of his raſhnels, 


EM is a dreadful thing to get into a 
courſe and habit of acting amiſs, When 


We 
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we have got a favourite object in view, 
How every thing is made to bend to it! 


The birth-right, the birth-right, was the 
darling object of Jacob's fondeſt wiſhes : 
and, as if the decree and the prediction of 


Heaven had not been ſecurity ſufficient | 
for the attainment of it, he ſeeks to con- 
firm it to himſelf, by a deed of ſale with 


his brother, and by the interpoſition of a 
ſolemn oath ; and finally, he is eager to 


have the bargain ratified by the ſolemn 


benediction of his Father's prophetic lips. 
1 that believeth ſhall not make haſte,” 
7 but alas! 1 ſee in Jacob an earneſtneſs to 


obtain his end, that borders on diffidence 


and ſuſpicion; and indeed, whom, or 
what, can that man truſt, who has not 


confidence 1 in his Maker? 


THar ſcene of impoſition and fraud, as 
forming an eſſential article of Jacob's hiſ- 
tory, riſes again to view. I like his taking 


advantage 5 his F ather's blindneſs til 


leſs, han his attempt to carry a favourite 


point, by taking advantage of his brother's 


hunger and impetuoſity, The latter, was 


but 


LY 


5 
8 
˖ 
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but the {kill and addreſs of an open adver- 
ſary ; the former, was the cunning and 
deceit of a crafty and undutiful child. 


Obſerve how cautiouſly, and fearfully, 


and flow, the footſteps of the deceitful 


muſt proceed. The moment that the 


conſcience ſwerves from truth and recti- 
tude, the man becomes jealous and anxi- 


ous, and timid; but integrity advances 
with firmneſs and intrepidity. And 
8 Jacob ſaid to Rebekah his mother, 
„ behold, Eſau my brother is a hairy 
„ man, and I am a ſmooth man. My 
father peradventure, will feel me, and 
&« ſhall ſeem to him as a deceiver, and 
« [ ſhall bring a curſe upon me, and not 


4 bleſſing“. 5 


Bur what could make Rebekah, and 
her favourite ſon, ſo anxious to attain 
this ſuperiority ? What was there in the 
birth-right, to make it thus fondly covet- 
ed, and anremittingly purſued ? The an- 


fe to theſe queſtions arcs bag laſt, plead 


* Glo XxVii. 11, 12; 


ſome 
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| ſome excuſe for their zeal, if not wholly 
do away the guilt of their fal ſhood 
Firſt, The gift of prophecy was known 
to reſide in the Patriarch Iſaac, and the 
_ parental benediction, in certain circum- 
ſtances, was conſidered as having the force 
of a prediction. Secondly, Pre-eminency 
and power over the reſt of the family, in 
patriarchal times, were affixed to priority 
of birth ; thus God ſpeaks to Cain con- 
cerning Abel, unto thee ſhall be his de- 
„ fire, and thou ſhalt rule over him.“ 
Thirdly, A double portion of the paternal 
inheritance appertained to the firſt born; 
and this perhaps explains the meaning of 
Eliſha's requeſt at the rapture of Elijah, 
let a double portion of thy ſpirit be upon 
me:“ not as if he meant to aſk or ex- 

pect twice ſo much as Elijah had, but the 

ſhare of an elder brother. Fourthly, The 
| honour of prieſthood refided then, and for 
many years after, in the firſt born, and 
was juſtly conſidered as the firſt of privi- 
leges. Finally, The promiſe of the Meſ- 
ſiah, the firſt born among many bre- 
«+ thren,” was entailed upon the eldeſt ſon, 
and 
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and this was juſtly underſtood to confer a 
dignity, and a luſtre, infinitely ſuperior to 
all temporal bleſſings. The guilt of Eſau 
conſiſted, in undervaluing and deſpiſing an 
advantage ſo diſtinguiſhed. The offence 


of Jacob's fraud is greatly extenuated, if 
not wholly extinguithed, in the nobility. 


and worth of the prize for which he con- 
tended. 


' Bxnor.D him, then, retired from the 


; preſence of his deluded Father, who had 


preſcience ſufficient to diſcern at the diſ- 


tance of ages, the future fortunes of his 


family, without ſagacity capable of diſ- 


cerning the impoſture, which was, at that 
very inſtant, practiſing upon his credulity 


and want of fight. Behold Jacob retired, 


in poſſeſſion indeed of the blefling, but 
haunted with the terrors, which eternally 


purſue the man who 1s conſcious to him- 


ſelf, that he has acted wrong. He has 
gained the birth-right, but he has loſt a 
brother; he has by ſubtilty ſtolen away 

the prophetic benediction, but he has 


raiſed up 20 himſelf an implacable foe. 


The 


4 


— Wn — — — x" —— — — — 
7 


33 


— — — - 


naan, Providence is flently peparing the 
means of requiting him in Padan-aram, 
in the perſon of one already a near rela- 

tion, and about to be much more cloſely 
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The poſſeſſion of nothing whatever yields 


that ſatisfaction which we promiſed our- 
ſelves in it, beforehand ; and conſcience 


will not permit us to enjoy peaceably, that 


which we have acquired unworthily. His 
father's bleſſing announced every kind and 


degree of Neu ey „ the dew of hea- 
uy Jon” the fatneſs of the earth, the 
<« ſervitude of nations and people, lord- 


„ ſhip over his brethren;“ but he is in- 


ſtantly conſtrained to become an exile, 
and a wanderer, from his father's houſe ; 
and when he himſelf comes to make the 


eſtimate of his own life, in the cloſe of it, 


| What is the amount? few and evil have 


«© the days of the years of my life been.” 


His elder brother 1s declared his inferior, 
but he has by much the ſtronger arm of 
the two. And while he is pradtiſing de- 


ceit, upon his neareſt relations, in Ca- 


allied to him, Laban the Syrian, a man 


much more cunning and ſelfiſh, and 


much 
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much leſs ſcrupulous than himſelf. —As 
this is a character which the inſpired 


Painter has delineated with peculiar feli- 


city and {kill, it may now be neceſſary to 
look back for a few moments, and to ob- 


ſerve the firſt opening of Laban's ſpirit and 


temper, as they appear on the face of the 
Sacred Drama. 


ABRAHAM's ſervant having arrived in 
Meſopotamia, in ſearch of a wife for Iſaac 
his young maſter, providentially conduct- 
ed, lights on Rebekah the fiſter of this 


| Laban, by the well of water. Having 
3 briefly unfolded his commiſſion, and made 
her a preſent ſuitable to his maſter's rank 
A and affluence, ſhe runs home to acquaint 
ber relation of the adventure. Laban, in- 
ſtantly attracted by the ſight of the gold, 
and by the account which he had heard, 
2 of the ſtate in which Abraham's ſervant 
3 travelled, very prudently concludes that 

5 ſuch a connection might be improved to 
5 very great advantage. Hence that pro- 
0 "FI of civility and kindneſs to an en- 
tire ſtranger, * come in, thou bleſſed of 


Yor. II. . the 
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the Lord, wherefore ſtandeſt thou with- 


out? For I have prepared the houſe 
„and room for the camels*.” Did we 
not afterwards diſcover him to be grovel- 


ling, greedy and mercenary, this might 
have paſſed for the language of kindneſs 
and hoſpitality ; but when the whole 1s 
taken in connection, we ſee a man, from 
firſt to laſt, invariably attached to his own 
intereſt, employing his very daughters as 


mere inſtruments of commerce, and priz- 
ing nothing but as it miniſtered to his 


profit. 


Ox all the paſſions of our nature, there 


is none ſo ſteady, fo uniform, and fo con- F 
fiſtent as this is. Avarice never tires by 


exerciſe, never loſes ſight of it's object; it 
gathers ſtrength by gratification, grows 
vigorous by old age, and inflames the heart 
when the rival fluid can hardly force a 


paſſage through it. What a feaſt for Z 
ſuch a ſpirit, the concluding ſcene of the £ 
marriage treaty for Rebekah ! „The ſer— 5 t 
« vant brought forth jewels of ſilver, and 


* Gen. XXIV. 31. 
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0 


. « jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave 

« them to Aebekah he gave alſo to her 
brother, and to her mother precious 
„ things“ .“ 


was now deſtined to ſpend a very conſider- 
able part of his life, and whoſe treatment 
of him, in the eyes of the ſevereſt judge, 
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© lorn than his grandfather Abraham him- 
'| ſelf; for the ternal of his exile was al- 
; © leviated by the company and converſation 


* Gen. xxiv. 53. 


| SUCH was the man, with whom Jacob 


will paſs as ſufficient puniſhment, for the 
little fallacies which he had * at 


© BEHoLD, then, in the covenant-headand 
7 repreſentative of the holy family, a Sy- 
Z *« rian ready to periſh,” leaving his father 8 
Z houſe without an attendant, without 7 
. guide, without a companion; more for- 


5 of his beloved Sarah; whereas the afflic- 
bf tion of Jacob's baniſhment was erievouſly 
© increaſed, by the conſciouſneſs that he had 
| brou ght it upon himſelf, and by the neceſ 
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ſity of enduring it's weariſome days and 
nights, by himſelf alone. What could 
have ſupported a man in ſuch circum- 
ſtances ? A man who was fond of home, 
a plain man abiding in tents, a man who 


had fondly flattered himſelf with the hope 


of power and tranquility, who had dreamed 


of ſuperiority over his brother, but had 
not attained unto it? I can think of but 


one thing that could have rendered his 


lot ſupportable, as it then ſtood. Jacob, 


after all, was a good man. His conduct 
Was not indeed pure and perfect, but his 
heart was right with God; he had once 
and again been miſtaken in the means 
| Which he had employed, but he had allalong 
aimed at the nobleſt and moſt important 
end: and, from the chagrin and diſappoint— 
ment which ever attended the plans of his 
con deviſing, he had always a ſure and a 


ſatisfying refuge, in the wiſdom and mercy 


of God. In truth, he had not attained 
the knowledge of true, practical, vital re- 
ligion, in the houſe of even his father 


Iſaac in Lahairoi, but he learns it in 


ſilence, and in ſolitude, in the plains of 


Luz. 


| to feel his own weight, “to bear the yoke 
din his youth.” At eaſe, and in a multi- 
tude, we forget God inretirement and dan- 


ger, we learn and feel our dependance, and 


call to remembrance a long- forgotten God. 


Z THis is alſo a proper ſtage for reſting 
„ on our way. We will not lead our tra- 
veller from home, till we have found for 
him a place where to lodge. We can- 
not bear to ſee him from under the pro- 
tection of the parental wing, till we are 


| ſecure that he has got 3 protector 


and friend, a fr lend Who ſticketh cloter 
3 than a brother,” 


Conrormirty to the plan which we 


E of Scripture, would now lead us to exhi- 
5 bit the patriarch Jacob, as a type of the 
Meſſiah, to whom Patriarchs and Pro- 


bern prefigured by the Son of Iſaac. 
But his ſtory is not yet ſufficiently ad- 
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Luz. It is a good thing for a young man 


have propoſed, and regard to the analog oy 


| phets all give witneſs, and who was 


vanced, to afford a foundation broad and 
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tionally conduce to the ends of edification. 


per type, it is by no means neceſſary, 
that the perſon who anſwers this im- 


5 
manners, raiſed up men, to prefigure to 9 
| 8 
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ſolid enough, to ſupport a compariſon, 
ſuch as a more extended view of the ſub- 
ject Will furniſh, and as might more Fac I 


We deem it of more importance, at this 
period, to ſubmit to your conſideration, a 
few general obſervations, reſpecting ty- 
pical "repreſinitation.,” and 155 proper uſe 
to be made of it. 


Fins. In order to conſtitute a pro- 


portant purpoſe, ſhould poſſeſs perfect 
moral qualities: Were this requiſite, 
who ever was worthy to repreſent the 
Son of God, the holy Jeſus, ** who did 
$ no fin, neither was guile found in his „ 
6 lips ?” But as i the law maketh # 
* men high prieſts which have infirmi- 
e ty, though the law gives no coun- 
tenance to error or infirmity; ſo Pro— 
vidence at ſundry times, and in divers 


their contemporaries, an immaculate Sa- 
viour, Who were themſelves “ campalled 
With 
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99 


of like paſſions with 
others, and whole faults are but the more 
conſpicuous, from the honourable ſtation 


and employment to which they were 


called. It will follow, 


SECONDLY. That the compariſon is 
not to be ſtated and purſued through 


every particular incident of the life, and 


every feature of the perſonal character, 
of the perſon typifying. Men of very 
different characters, and in very different 


ſituations, typified the Saviour of the 
world. To ſuppoſe every article of 
their hiſtory, condition, and character, to 
be typical and prophetic, would there- 
fore, in many inſtances, involve abſurdity 
and contradiction. Sampſon, David, and 


many others Who might be mentioned; 


were eminent types of Chriſt: but then. | 
the reſemblance holds only 1 In certain oreat 
leading circumſtances : the miraculous. 


conception, for 


H 4: appointment 


example, the Nazaritic 
ſanctity, the invincible ſtrength, the ſoli- 
tary, victorious atchievements, the tri- 
ymphant death, of the former ; the divine 
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appointment and elevation, the royal 
dignity, the providential ſucceſs of the lat- 
ter, in ſubduing all the church's enemies ; 
theſe, and the like, are the typical cir- 
cumſtances; but to purſue the reſem- 
blance throughout, to make every action 
of Samſon's, or of David's life, typical of 
ſomething correſpondent in the Meſſiah, 
would lead far beyond abſurdity ; would 
iſſue in impiety and blaſphemy. 


THIRDLY. Scripture, by direct appli- 


cation, or by fair, unſtrained analogy, 


ought, therefore, to lead, to regulate, and 
to correct all our enquiries of this ſort; 
we ſhall elſe be in danger of rearing a 


baſeleſs flimſy ſtructure in the clouds, 


which can afford neither ſhelter nor reſt. 
When pleaſant amuſement alone 1s the 


object, invention and fancy may be al- 


lowed their full exertion ; but when we 


aim at religious inſtruction, we muſt be 
contented to take the ſpirit of God for 
our guide. And here, too, men ought. 
to be jealous and watchful over their 
own 
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own ſpirits ; leſt, in endeavouring to eſtab- 


liſh a favourite ſyſtem, and to juſtify or 


ſupport pre-conceived opinions, they give 


to their own wild imaginations, the ſoli- 


dity and weight of divine truth ; and, de- 


parting from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, 
preſume to ſtamp the poor traſh of their 


own brain, with the ſacred impreſs of God. 


It has often, and with too much juſtice, 


been lamented, that many apply to the 


Bible, for a juſtification of the opinions 


which they have already formed, and are 


determined, at all riſks, to maintain, not 


to receive the information which they 


need, and to rectify the prejudices under 


which they labour. 


FinarrÞ. To determine the nature 


and propriety of typical repreſentation, it 
is of importance to enquire, Whether or 
not the reſemblance which we mean to 
purſue, has a tendency to promote ſome 
moral, practical, pious purpoſe. Does it 
inſpire reverence, wonder, gratitude, love 
to God: dependance upon, and truſt in 
| him? Does it engage us to ſtudy, to ſearch, 


to 
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to love the Scriptures ? Does it impreſs 


on the heart, a ſenſe of our own weak- 
neſs, ignorance and guilt, and of the de- 
ference, reſpect and good: will which we 


owe to others ? Or is it made a miniſtring 


ſervant to vanity, and ſelf conceit ? Leads 
it our attention from practice to ſpecula- 


tion, to theory from real life? Does it 


place the eſſentials of religion in modes 
of opinion, and forms of worſhip; and, 


neglecting the heart, content itſelf with 


playing about, and tickling, the imagi- 
nation? The anſwer to theſe queſtions 
will decide the point. By it's fruit, the 


tree is known. 


SHouLD all, or any of theſe remarks, 
; ſeem to bear hard on any of the compari- 
| ſons which we have endeavoured to eſta- 


bliſh: we are diſpoſed cheerfully to re- 


. linquiſh the moſt favourite analogy, rather 


than ſeem in the ſlighteſt degree to mil- 
repreſent, diſguiſe, or pervert the truth. 


We mean not to wreſt Scripture to our 
_ purpoſe, but would make our purpoſe, 
with. reverence, bend to that ſacred autho- 


SS rity. 
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rity, We would not with facrilegious 


hands, force out of the Bible, by violence 
and art, a ſcanty and unnatural crop; but 
by diligent cultivation, and aſſiduous care, 
draw from it a plenteous harveſt of what 


the ſoil naturally produces. And we now 
return from this digreſſion to purſue the 


hiſtory of Jacob. 


8 


„ * — = 1 a> - 
— 22 — 3 ASK 
— —— — — —— — boy tm) 


2 2 AAR DR T8 
9 7 
x ” £ 6 
| 3 rr dee 2 2 
C K Sn . . 2 $85 £2 n 
3 n 8 5 a * FIR + 2 
2 - * * 4 od”, * 4 q £ : 5 8 1 £ 
© * * . r ; 5 9 
| 5 | 5 we af 2 
. —_ — n 8 3 17 \ 4 ; 2 ; 
« on : 
. * x | 
3 a | 
ed: NT OT 7s 1 | 5 | 
2 ere KEE — 0 © 2 bo 
& or SIT ⅛ —dA'¾——— ES TN 2, . 1 9 
: IEICE no hay bn? A 1 d - 4 * 2 
. : 
4 | : 
* w Fo SOS: a 8 £ 
« 
- 
» 
* 
. 
* ö 
- 
» 
* 
. 
- 
. 
% 
| * o 
. 7 
— 
1 
. 
| - 
* 
1 
» 
| — 
- 
- 
p 
- - 
- 


"+ o K <3 — _—_— A 
2 > — RR 
——_ _ 7 44.92” *% - 


_ — 
- —— — 

ew <a 

— — 


— — —— K 


— wn — — 
- - 
— - 


HISTORY or JACOB. 


LECTYV RE 


GENESIS XXVIII. 5—10. 


AND ISAAC SENT AWAY JACOB, AND HE 
WENT TO PADAN-ARAM, UNTO LABAN, 


SON OF BETHUEL THE SYRIAN, THE BRO- 


J THER OF REBEKAH, JACOB 8 AND ESAU' 8 


MOTHER.—AND JACOB WENT OUT FROM | 
BEER-SHEBA, AND WENT TOWARDS HARAN. 


my heart is at reſt, now my wiſhes are 
accomplithed, now my happineſs is com- 


plete? By what unaccountably untoward | 
circumſtances i is the comfort of the wor- 


thieſt, the beſt-ordered, the moſt proſ- 
perous families, oft times marred and de- 
ſtroyed! Not through vice only do we 


ſuffer ; ; 


T what ſtage, or in what condition 
of human life, can a man ſay, Now 
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ſuffer; but up to ſome piece of impru- 
dence, or inadvertency ; up to ſome 


trifling infirmity in our nature, or ſome 


petty fault in our conduct, our greateſt 
calamities may frequently and eaſily be 
traced, —One man has made his fortune, 
as it is called; but he has impaired his 


health in the acquiſition of it, or what is 


{till worſe, has made ſhipwreck of a good 
conſcience. Another inherits a fine 
eſtate; but goes childleſs. There, we 


| behold a numerous and promiſing fa- 


mily of children ; but the wretched pa- 
rents have hardly bread to give them: 
and here, both progeny and plenty ; - but 


hatred, and jealouſy, and ſtrife, baniſh 


tranquillity and caſe. The heart of one 
child is corrupted through indulgence ; 
the ſpirit of another, 18 broken by ſe- 
verity. 


Is AAc is wealthy, but his eyes are 


dim, that he cannot ſee. God has given 
him two ſons at once, but they are the 
torment of his life. He is fondly partial 


to Eſau; and Eſau does every thing in 


his 


2 2 
2 I 3 5 Fc - 
7 * r . x Eat) 5 . 4 4 wat 
750”, Wc 
a *. 


= 


LECT. VI.] HISTORY OF JACOB, 127 


his power, to mortify and diſoblige his 


kind and indulgent father. He is unwit- 


tingly drawn 1n to bleſs Jacob, and, the 
very next breath, he feels himſelf con- 


ſtrained to pronounce ſentence of diſmiſ- 
ſion and baniſhment upon him. The 
whole ordering of the lot is of the 
« Lord,” but © men themſelves caſt it 
into the lap.” Providence only brings 
that out, which, with our own hands, we 


firſt put in.— Jacob has, by {kill and ad- 


dreſs, forced himſelf into the birth- right, 
and, by ſubtilty, inſinuated himſelf into 
the bleſſing. And how do they ſit upon 
him? Very uneafily indeed. His father” 8 
houſe is no longer a home for him.— 
Graſping at more than his right, he loſes. 
what he already had; "a haſtening 
to preferment, without waiting for Provi- 
dence, he puts himſelf juſt ſo much far- 
ther back: and, aiming at rule and pre- 
eminence in his father's family, he finds 
ſervitude and ſeverity in the houſe of a 
ftranger. If men will carve for them- 
WY RG they mult not charge the conſe- 


| quences | 
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_ quences of their raſhneſs and preſumption 


upon God. 


BEHOL D him, then, on his Way, pen- 
ſive and ſolitary, without ſo much as a 
favourite, faithful dog, to accompany, 
and to cheer, his wanderings. His whole 
inheritance, is the ſtaff in his hand. Now 
for the firſt time he knows the heart of a 
ſtranger; he feels the bitter change from 
affluence to want, from ſociety to ſoli— 
tude, from ſecurity and protection, to 
anxiety and danger. More forlorn than 
Adam expelled from Paradiſe, or than 
Abraham called from his father's houſe, 
he has no gentle mate to participate, and 
to ſoothe, his anxieties and cares. 


TE Scripture aſſigns no reaſon why 
Iſaac's heir, and Rebekah's favourite 
ſon, the hope of a powerful and wealthy 
family, was diſmiſſed with ſuch ſlender 
proviſion, wholly unattended, and un- 
protected too, upon a journey, accord- 
ing to the beſt calculations, of about one 
hundred and fifty leagues, or four hun- 
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tred and fifty miles, through a country, 


in many places, deſert and. ſavage, and, 


in others, no leſs dangerous, from: the 


hoſtile tribes which inhabited in it, and 
ranged through it. But the reaſon, though 
not directly aſſigned, is plainly hinted 
at, in the ſixth verſe of this chapter, 
which informs us, that Eſau knew of 


this | journey, as well as of the cauſe and 
intentiom of it. Jacob, therefore, may be 
ſuppoſed to have ſtolen away ſecretly, 
and without any retinue, and to have 
ſhunned the beaten and frequented path 
to Padan-aram, in order to elude the 
vigilance and reſentment of his brother, 
wh, he had reaſon to apprehend, would 


purſue him to take away his life. And 
beſides this, we may juſtly conſider both 
the errand, on which he was ſent, to 


take a wife from an allied and pious fa- 
mily, to propagate a holy and choſen 
ſeed; and the homely, ſolitary ſtile of 


his travelling, as a very illuſtrious in- 


ſtance of faith in God, and obedience 


to his will; and that, not in Jacob him- 


ſelf only, but in his parents alſo, who 


on Vor. IE | | 1 | kw could 


| 
| 
| 


130 HISTORY OF JACOB, [LECT, VI. 


could thus truſt the ſole prop of their 
hopes, and of the promiſe, to dangers 
ſo great, and diſtreſſes ſo certain, with no 
ſecurity but what aroſe from the truth, 
mercy, and faithfulneſs of God. 


THE uneaſy reflections ariſing from ſo— 


litude, and a gradual removal, from the 


ſcenes of his youthful and happy days, 


muſt have been greatly embittered to him 
by the conſciouſneſs of having brought all 
this anguiſh upon himſelf; by the keen- 
neſs of diſappointment, in the very mo- 
ment when the ſpirits were wound up to 


their higheſt tone, through ſucceſs; and 
by total darkneſs and uncertainty, with re- 


ſpect to his future fortunes. However, 
the cheerfulneſs of light, the pleaſing 


change and variety of natural objects, as he 

journeyed on, the ardour and confidence 
of youthful blood and ſpirits, carry him, 

with intrepidity and delight, through the 

day. But ah! what is to become of him 

now that the ſun declines, and the ſha- 

dows of the evening begin to lengthen ? 

Overtaken at once by hunger, and fa- 

| tigue, 
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tigue, and darkneſs, and apprehenſion, 
Where ſhall he ſeek ſhelter, how find 
repoſe? Happily, calamity ſtrengthens 
the ſoul which it 1s unable to ſubdue. 
The mind, forced back upon itſelf, finds 


ſeek relief in religion, knows where to fly 
in every time of need. The ſtrong hand 
of neceſſity is upon our Patriarch; ſub- 
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with alacrity. 


5 and of Iſaac, without a place Where to 
lay his head; that head, which maternal 


. ſo ſoftly, and to watch ſo affectionately. 
X He lighted upon a certain. place, and 
c tarried there all night, becauſe the 
| „ ſun was ſet: and he took: of the ſtones 
N of that place, and he put them for his 
5 ** pillows, and lay down in that place to 
8 . fleep®.”” 


* Gen. xxviii. II. 


in itſelf reſources which it knew not of 
before, and the man who has learned to 


mit he muſt, and therefore he ſubmits. 
Axp now, behold the heir of Abraham 


& tenderneſs had taken pleafure to pillow | 
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2 Sweet are the uſes of adverſity ; 
„Which like the toad, ugly and venomous, 
<« Wears yet a precious jewel! in his head.“ 
SHAKESPEAR, 


Jacos removed from his earthly parents, 
is but the nearer to his Heavenly Fa- 


ther; a ſtranger in the waſte howling 


wilderneſs, he is at home with God: 
cares perplex his waking thoughts, but 


angels, in bands, lull his perturbed breaſt 


to reſt ; they guard, and inſtruct, and bleſs 


his lumbering moments.—Who does not 
pity Jacob, while the evening ſhades ga- 
ther, and cloſe, around his head? Who 
does not envy his felicity, when the morn- 


ing light appears, and, with it, the recol- 
Rtion of a night paſſed in communion 
with God end {leeps, but his heart 
wakes. What had been moſt upon his 


mind, through the day, continues to oc- 


cupy and to impreſs his thoughts, after 
his eyes are cloſed. Wonderful, aw- 
ful, pleaſing power of God! which, in 
the city, and in the field, at home and 
abroad, awake and aſleep, moves, directs, 


Soverns, our bodies and our ſouls as it 
Will. 
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one worth repeating, 
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will. What lofty heights' is the ſpirit 
of man capable of attaining! What won- 


ders of nature and of grace is the great 


God capable of unfolding to it, when 
delivered from the Ne of this clay 
tabernacle, or When joined to a ſpiritual 


body; when we conſider the aſtoniſh- 
ing flights which it is even now capable 
of taking, when the duller ſenſes are 


laid to reſt, and their Infiuenge ſuſpend- 


ed! 


DREAMS are, generally, . 
meaningleſs, or abſurd; but here 
worth 3 


whether we attend to what was ſeen, or 
to what was ſaid. What was ſeen? Be- 
hold a ladder ſet upon the earth, and 
* the top of it reached to Heaven: and 
«© behold the angels of God aſcending and 
« deſcending on it*,” The circumſtan- 
ces of the dreamer partly interpret the vi- 

ſion. Jacob's holy defires, his faith, and 
his prayers, had aſcended, as on angels“ 


* Gen. xxviil. 12. | 
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wings up to the throne of God. Pro- 
teftion, and favour, and comfort, deſcend 


from the eternal throne, as through the 


* miniſtration of angels, on Jacob's head. 


—The top of the ladder reacheth unto 
Heaven, but the Lord on high 1s avove 
it; it ſtandeth upon the earth, but the 
eye of Jehovah is at it's foundation, and 


his Almighty arm giveth it ſtability. | 


The cherubim, and the ſeraphim, are not 


above his control and authority; a poor 
benighted pilgrim 18 not beneath his no- 


tice. 


THrvs, the great plan of the divine 
Providence, upbolding all things, obſerv- 
ing all things, ſubduing all things to his 
will, was feelingly conveyed to Jacob's 


mind in this viſion of the might. And in 
it, the world is inſtructed, that however 


great the diſtance may be between Hea- 
ven and Earth; however inacceſſible that 
bright abode may be to fleſh and blood, to 


Celestial ſpirits it is but a few ſteps of a 
ladder; before an omnipreſent God, inter- 
vening ſpace is ſwallowed up and loſt; 


and 


Nc Ot 5 


. — — 99A 


| and condeſcending mercy, ſovereign 
3 grace, keep that communication ever 
open, which the malice of hell, and the 
apoſtacy of man had well nigh nterrupt- 
ed for ever. 


imperfect interpretation of this myſteri- 
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of Providence. For, in looking into ano- 


the ſame expreſſions, and ideas, applied to 


« theſe. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you: 
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« deſcending upon the Son of Man“. F 
—Here, then, is the true myſtery of the 


* Johnti. 51. 
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Bur I ſhould have given you a very 


ous dream, did I ſtop ſhort 1 in it, as merely 
a ſymbolical repreſentation of the plan 
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. a ſubject of peculiar concernment to the 
E Chriſtian world. Chriſt, entering on the 
diſcharge of his public miniſtry, having 
given Nathaniel a perſonal and convinc- 
ing proof of his divine knowlege, adds, 
Thou ſhalt ſee greater things than 
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Hereafter ye ſhall ſee Heaven open, 
and the angels of God aſcending and 
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ladder which unites Heaven and Earth.— 


The Son of Man, firſt deſcending to aſ- 
ſume our nature, to atchieve in it the 
work of man's redemption, and then, 
having finiſhed the work which was given 
him to do, aſcending triumphantly, in glo- 
rified humanity, up to Heaven again. 


And behold here too, „the Lord ſtand- 


23 


„ who worketh all gs after the 


$6 counſel of his will! Who in 


ON Chriſt Jeſus hath e towards 
us in all wiſdom and prudence,” ” and 
who, © in bringing many ſons unto 


of glory, hath as the captain of 


« their ſalvation perfect through ſuffer- 
4 ings*. 8 


AND — 0 are they that aſcend and de- 


ſcend along this myſterious ſcale? He 


„ maketh "his angels ſpirits, and his mi- 


„ niſters a flame of fire f.“ © Are they 
T not all miniſtring ſpirits, ſent forth to 


* Heb. Il. 10. + Heb. i. -# 
% miniſter 


The plan of ſalvation, as 
of Providence, is the deſign of him 
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a miniſter for them, who ſhall be heirs 


66 of ſalvation.“?“' 


Ir what by Jacob was ſeen in vi— 
ſion, at Bethel, be worthy of out atten- 
tion, no leſs memorable and impor— 
tant are the things which he Heard. It 
was much to hear a repetition of the 


covenant of God with Abraham and 


Ifaac, his fathers, ratified and confirmed 


to himſelf. It was much to hear the 
bleſſing, lately pronounced over him by 
the delete lips of his earthly parent, 


conveyed to his ear, by a voice infinite- 


ly more ſacred. It was much to hear 
that the land which he then occupied 
with his weary limbs, as a wayfaring 
man, who continueth but for a night, 
ſhould afterwards be given to him and 


to his ſeed for a poſſeſſion. It was 


much to hear from the mouth of God 
himſelf, the bleſſed aſſurance of protec- 
tion through his journey, ſucceſs in his 
undertaking, and a fafe return to his na- 


* Heb, i. 14. 
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tive home. It was much to hear of a 


poſterity, innumerable as the ſand upon 


the ſea ſhore, and ſpreading to the four 


winds of Heaven. But the eſſence of all 
theſe promiſes, the joy of all this joy, 
was to hear the renewed, the reiterated 


promiſe, of a ſeed deſcending from him, 


in whom all the families of the earth 


ſhould be bleſſed. What could Jacob 


aſk? What had God to beſtow more 


than this? 


HERE then the viſion ends, and Jacob 
awakes. After the obvious, natural, and 
we truſt Scriptural view we have at- 
tempted to give you of the ſubject, I ſhall 


not uſe your patience ſo ungratefully, as 


to treſpaſs upon it by going into à detail 


of the wild, waking dreams, of Paraphraſts 


and Rabbins, and pretended interpreters, 
on this paſſage of the Sacred Hiſtory. It 
is of more importance to attend to our Pa- 
triarch, reſtored, with the morning light, 
to the perfect uſe of his rational faculties, 


and making uſe of the admonitions and 
conſolations of the night ſeaſon, as a help 


4 
r 
77 

Fr} 
4% 
4 n 
= 
Na 
5 
Ro 
a 
. 
4 
BY 
*& 
* 
* M4 
_—_ 
< 7 "0 
4 
. 
4-5 
Ta 8 
5 A EN. 
\ 8 
= 
——_— 
K A 
I'S9 of 
S 
8 
. the 
8 
by { 
. þ 


I al 2 * 7b wy 
Tc 
— 2 


EDI On ge tie ge 


PPP 


* S * 
e 


F²̃ 7 w dabea ane nie. * ö 2 : 
617 07 22 . » * . WE, A 
* . 5 ” b 3 22 n r 
eee, SEN Ee, 9) eee 
7 g x 5 


ET 


SEE AR 


LECT. VI.] HISTORY OF JACOB. I 39 


5 
* 
os 
% 
_ 
* 
* 
4 
*. 
5 
*% 
3 
3 
* vw * 
- bs 
3 
3 7 
q 1 A 
. 7 
* *. 
BN 
WB 
N 
q 1 * 
85 
i oy 
We 


to piety, and a ſpur to duty, through the 
day. There was ſomething ſo fingular, 
both in the ſubje&, and external circum- 
ſtances, of his dream, that he immediate- 
ly concluded, and juſtly, that it was from 
Heaven.—And is it not ſtrange, that he 
who felt no horror at the thought of lay- 
ing himſelf down to ſleep, in a deſert place, 
under the cloud of night, and alone, 
ſhould be filled with a holy dread, when 
morning aroſe, at the thought of being 
| ſurrounded with God. And he was 
« afraid, and ſaid, how dreadful is this 
« place! This! is none other but the houſe 
of God; and this is the gate of Hea- „ 
„venx*.“ And if the viſits of the Al- Fi 
mighty, as a father and a friend, be thus 
5 awful even to good men, What muſt be 
F- the viſitations of his wrath to the ungodly PR 
5 and the ſinner? 
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Jacop ariſes immediately, and erects a ut 
monument, of ſuch ſimple materials as the 
place afforded, to the memory of this 


* Gen. xxviii. 17. 


heavenly 1 
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heavenly viſion, which he was deſirous 
thus to impreſs for ever on his heart. 
The difference of the expreſſion, in the 


eleventh verſe, „he took of the flones of 


© the place and put them for his pil- 
„ lows,” and in the eighteenth, “he 


took the ſone that he had put for his 


« pillows, and ſet it up for a pillar, and 
& poured oil upon the top of it*,” has 


given occaſion to one of the Jewiſh 


Rabbins, to attempt a reconciliation by a 
fiction of his own brain. Jacob, he ſays, 
having choſen out juſt three ones over 
night, to ſupport his head, found them all 
joined into one the next morning: which 
he pretends to allege, was a ſignification 


of the ſtrict and ſolid union which ſubſiſt- 


ed between God and Jacob. And ſome 


later interpreters, though aided by the ſu- 


perior light of the Goſpel diſpenſation, 
have been ſimple enough to adopt this 


fable, and to explain it, ſome, of the in- 


effable union of the three perſons who are 
the object of our worſhip; others, of the 


„Gen. xxviii. 18. 
conjunction 
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conjunction of the ſoul, body and deity in 


the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 


IT appears, that Jacob intended imply 
to record, in ſuch characters as his ſit ua- 


tion afforded, that night's important tranſ- 


ation. He ſets up the ſtone or ſtones 


upon which his head had repoſed, when 
viſited with the viſions of the Almighty, 
in the form of a ruſtic pillar, and ſolemnly 


anoints, and thereby conſecrates it, to the 


honour of God, by the name of Bethel, 
that is ** the houſe of God; and over it, 
thus dedicated, he afreſh, and voluntarily, 
enters into ſolemn covenant with God, 
obliging himſelf by a ſolemn vow to ac- 


e and worſhip none but him; 
committing himſelf, with filial confi- 
dence, to the protection of his gracious 
Providence; truſting the time and man- 


ner of his return to the care of infinite 
wiſdom; promiſing ever to conſider this 
monumental pillar as an altar ſacred to 


the ſervice of God; and binding him- 
ſelf, by an explicit declaration, to . 


the tenth bart of Whatever he ſhould, 
through 
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through the divine bleſſing, acquire, to 
pious uſes. —By the way, the oil where 
with he conſecrated his pillar, was un- 
doubtedly part of the flender proviſion 


which he had made for his journey; and, 


indeed, a little bread and oil, was all he 
could poſſibly carry with him; but of that 


little he cheerfully ſpares a portion for the 
purpoſes of religion : for a truly pious 


ſoul mult poſſeſs little indeed, if it beſtow 


nothing, when charity, mercy or devo- 
tion give : the call. 


Wirz what cheerfulneſs does he now 


_ proſecute his journey? What a change 
in his condition, is produced in one 


ſhort night! When the heart is eſta- 
1 bliſhed by grace,” difficult things become 


_ eaſy, the valley is exalted, and the hill 


a laid low, the crooked becomes ſtraight, 
and the rough places plain.” — Nothing, 


that the Sacred Hiſtorian deemed worth 
recording, occurred, during the remainder 
of this pilgrimage. Jacob, at length, ar- 
rived in the land of the people of the Eaſt; 


and now, no doubt, he flatters himſelf that 
all 
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all his troubles and mortifications are at an 


end. His grandfather's ſervant, Eleazer, 
had been happy enough to finiſh a marriage 


treaty for his maſter's ſon in a few hours? 
converſation; ſurely then the heir of the 
ſame family, may be equally ſucceſsful 


when making perſonal application for him- 


ſelf. Ah blind to futurity ! ſtrange, unac- 


countable difference, in the divine conduct 
towards different perſons! Jacob muſt earn 


that by long fourteen years ſervitude, 


which Abraham's ſervant was ſo ſucceſs- 
ful as to accompliſh, in the pronouncing 
of almoſt as many words. 


Bur here we muſt make another 


pauſe, and leave the next delicious ſcene 
of Jacob's life, and the ſequel of it, to 


another Lecture; but we muſt no lon- 


ger defer the beginning, at leaſt, of that 
parallel, which is one object among 
others, if not the chief, in theſe EXeEr-: - 


ciſes. 


Jacos is deſtined, of Providence, to 


power and pr. ecedency before he was born. 


— Jeſus 
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— Jeſus is declared the ſon of God, and 
the heir of all things, by the angel who 


and birth to his Virgin Mother.—Jacob, 


many brethren.” —Jacob, hated and 
type of Him who was to come, “ deſpiſed 


by the impious and unnatural hands of 
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„rows, and acquainted with grief.” — The 
object of Jacob's journey and of Chriſt's 


is one and the ſame. Jacob to procure 


the fruitful mother of an elec offspring; 
Jeſus to purchaſe for himſelf, at the 


4 
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announced his miraculous conception 


the laſt in order of nature, but firſt in 
the election of grace, prefigures Him, 
who appearing at the end of the world, 
is nevertheleſs the firſt- born among 
perſecuted of his brother, is an obvious 


ce and rejected of men;” crucified and ſlain 


thoſe who were his bone and his fleſh. — 


Jacob diſmiſſed with bleſſings by his f- 
ther, from Beerſheba, points out to us, 
Jeſus leaving Heaven's glory, and the WM 
| boſom of the Father, in compliance . 
with the eternal decree, to become a 


wanderer in our world; „a man of ſor- 


for himſelf a believing ſpouſe, to become 
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price of his own blood, * the church, 
« which is his body, to eſpouſe it to him- Wi 
e ſelf as a chaſte bride,” united to him ll 
in everlaſting bands of intereſt and affec- ii 
tion. Jacob, deſerted and ſolitary 1 in the 'F 
plain of Bethel, is a ſhadow of Chriſt for- 1 
ſaken of all in the wilderneſs of this world, 
yet not alone, but his Heavenly Father 
always with him.” —The viſion of the 
| ladder has already ſpoken for itſelf. What, 
1 then, remains but to add, Jacob's cove— 
nant, conſecration, and vow, are ſo many 
E different repreſentations of Chriſt's co- 
venant of redemption ; his unction by 
the ſpirit to the execution of his high 
office; and not the tithe, but the whole 
of his vaſt and glorious acquiſition render- 
| ed unto God even the Father: when the 
kingdom is finally delivered up to him for — 
3 who are ull things, and by whom are bi 
. all things, “that God may be all in all.” i 
1 I add no more, but my moſt fervent 
3 prayers to Almighty God, that by night 
and by day, alone and in ſociety, 8 
you ſleep and when you wake, in proſ- 
„ KR. | perity 
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perity and in adverſity, you may be ſtill 

with God; and that * the Almighty 

% may be your refuge, the Moſt High 

& your habitation,” and ““ underneath” 
and around you © the everlaſting arms.“ 
Amen. 5 
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AND JACOB SERVED SEVEN YEARS FOR RA- 
CEL: AND. THEY SEEMED UNTO HIM BUT 
A FEW DAYS, FOR THE LOVE HE HAD TO 23" "2 
HER, 0 i! 


n HE great Author of our nature has [ il 
ily and wonderfully adapted 1 = 
I the various objects, which ſucceſſively 
43 folicit our attention, and engage our pur- 
| ſuit, to the different eres of. our life, 
the different and ſucceſſive affections of 
our heart, the different ſtations we have 
to occupy, and the dutics which we are 
bound to perform.—Human life, in ſo far 
as nature predominates over it, does not 
conſiſt of violent and ſudden tranfi- 
4 K 2 tions, 
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. 
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tions, but of calm, gentle, imperceptible 
changes: like the gradual progreſs of 
the day, from the morning dawn to 
meridian ſplendor; and thence gradually 
back again, to the glimmering twilight 
of the evening, and the ſhades of nicht. 
We emerge not at once from infaney into 
manhood ; we fink not in a moment from 
manhood into old age. We grow, and 
we decline, without perceiving any alte- 
ration. Betwixt the giddineſs and incon- 
fideration of childhood, and the ſerious 
cares and employments of mature age, 
there is a middle, and an important ſtage 
of life, which connects the two; and 
there is a paſſion happily adapted to it, 
which contains and unites the ſpirit of 
both; a paſſion which blends the vivacity 
and impetuoſity of the boy, with the gra- 
vity and thoughtfulneſs of the man: that 
noble and generous paſſion, which the 
great God has implanted in our nature, to 
attract, unite, and bleſs, mankind; and 
which, therefore, the pen of inſpiration 
has not diſdained, in it's own inimitable 
manuer, 
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manner, to delineate. It was this paſſion, 


which ſpeedily compenſated, to Jacob, 


the lots of his father's houſe, and the 
pains of a tedious journey; which ſweet- 
ened and ſhortened ' ſeven long years of 


hard and mortifying ſervitude ; but which 
at the ſame time, anticipated both the 
cares, and the delights, of future life, 


Jacos, cheered and ſupported by the 


recollection of his viſion at Bethel, and 


animated with the hope of a happy 
meeting, with his friends and relations at 
Padan-aram, goes on his way rejoicing ; 
and guided, protected, and ſuſtained, by 
an indulgent Providence, he arrives in 
ſafety, —It was that ſimple, innocent, 

and happy age of the world, when the 
chief occupations, and enjoyments, of 


human nature, were ſeen in the ſhep- 
herd's life; s. while as yet gold had not 
ſettled the price of every other produc- 


tion of the natural world, nor determined 


the importance of all intellectual en- 


dowments; while as yet, commerce had 


not opened her ten thouſand channels of 


K * luxury, 
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luxury, to enervate, corrupt, and deſtroy. 


mankind.-—-His converſation, . with the 
ſhepherds of Haran, muſt always afford 
exquiſite delight to thoſe, whole taſte, 
undebauched 5 the frippery of modern 
manners, and the affectation of cere- 
mony and compliment, can relith the 


honeſt fimplicity of nature, and the ge- 


nuine expreſſion of unaffected, unſophiſ- 


ticated, kindneſs and benevolence. From 


them he has the pleaſure of hearing that 


his kinſman Laban lived in the neigh- 
bourhood, and was in health 
his daughter Rachel was every moment 
eipectec to come, to the watering place, 


; and that 
with her father's flock. —While they are 
Rachel, beautiful as the 


which ſhe tended, draws nigh with her 
fleecy charge. With what admirable 


propriety and 1kill, do the Holy Scrip— 
| tures repreſent the moſt diſtinguiſhed, 


exalted, and amiable, female characters, 
engaged in virtuous, humble, uſeful em- 
ployments! Sarah, baking cakes upon 
the hearth, for the entertainment of her 
huſband's 
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and innocent as the lambs 
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huſband's gueſts; Rebekah, drawing wa- 


ter for the daily uſe of her brother's fa- 


mily, and for the refreſhment of the wea- 
ry traveller; and Rachel, feeding her fa- 


ther's ſheep. O that ye knew, my ſweet 


friends, wherein your true dignity, va- 


lue, and importance conſiſted ! Even in be- 
ing, what God from the beginning intended 


you to be, an help meet for man ;” not 


the mere inſtrument of his pleaſure, nor 


the ſilly idol of his adoration. 


Jaco, with the ardor natural to a 


manly ſpirit, and the zeal of an affec- 
tionate relation, runs up to ſalute, and 


to afliſt his fair kinſwoman. Little offices 


of civility are the natural expreſſion of 
a good and honeſt heart ; they often { ug- 


geſt the firſt ſentiments of love, both to 


the who confer, and to thoſe who re- 


ceive them; and they keep love alive, 


after it is kindled. The meeting of that 


day, and Jacob's natural, eaſy, officious 
gallantry, in relieving Rachel on their 


very firſt rencounter, of the heavieſt part 


of her paſtoral taſk, inſpired, I doubt 


> SL. Not, 
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not, emotions very different from thoſe 


which the mere force of blood pro- 
duces: and were, I am ſure, recollected 
by both, with inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, 


many a time afterward. And little do! 
know of the female heart, if it would 


not much rather be wooed with the at- 


tentions and aſſiduities of an agreeable 


man, than by the prudent aud diſguſting 
formalities of ſettlements, and deeds, and 


reverſions. Rebekah was courted by 


proxy, with preſents and promiſes ; Ra- 
chel, by her deſtined huſband in perſon, 
with the looks, and the language, and 
the ſervice of love. Betwixt the union 


of Iſaac and Rebekah, that match of in- 


_ tereſt and prudence, no obſtacle, except 
the trifling diſtance of place, interpoſed ; 


but many difficulties occurred to retard, 


to prevent, and to mar, the union of Ja- 


cob and Rachel, founded in eſteem, and 
prompted by affection.— They become 
inſenſibly attached to each other. For 


love does not give the firſt warning of Þ 


his approach, to the parties themſelves, 
But it did not long eſcape the pag 
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ing, ſelfiſh, eye of the crafty father and 


. ; who, from the moment he ob- 


ſerves this growing paſſion in his nephew 
and daughter, caſts about how beſt to 
convert it to his own advantage. 


Jacos had frankly told him his whole 
ſituation, and laid open to him all his heart ; 


that he had, indeed, purchaſed the birth- 


right, and obtained the prophetic bleſ- 
ing; but that, through fear of his bro- 


thee; he had been een is to flee from 
home, and to ſeek protection in Syria. 
This was by no means a ſituation likely 
to engage the attention, and to procure the 
Kindneſs, of a worldly mind. An empty, 
nominal birthright, and a bleſſing which 
promiſed only diſtant wealth, were very - 
ſlender poſſeſſions in the eye of covetous 
Laban.— He could not help comparing 
the ſplendid retinue of Eleazer, ſeeking 
2 a wife for his maſter's ſon ; with the Gin 
- ple appearance of Jacob, come a courting 
to his family, with only his ſtaff in his 
© hand; and he finds it greatly to the diſad- 
* yantage of the latter, But it is the in- 
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tereſt of avarice to put on, at leaſt the ap- 
pearance, of that juſtice which it ſecretly 
dreads and hates, if not of that generoſity 
which it deſpiſes.— Jacob had, unſolicit- 
ed, and without a ſtipulation,. hitherto 
rendered Laban his beſt {ervices for no- 
thing: indeed, he was thinking of but one 
thing in the world; namely, how to ren- |. 
der himſelf agreeable to his amiable cou- ; 
ſin. When, therefore, Laban, who muſt | 
clearly have foreſeen the auſwer, under an 
affected regard to the intereſt of his rela- 
tion, enquires into, and propoſes the con- 
dition of, his future ſervices, he without 
heſitation mentions a marriage with his 
younger daughter. And having no mar- 
Triage portion to give the father, as the 
cuſtom of the times, and of the country, 
required, he offers, as an equivalent, feven 1 £ 
years perſonal ſervitude and labour. What t 
is loſs of eaſe, loſs of liberty, loſs of life, : ä I 
to love? When I behold Jacob, at fuch | 
— price, ready, and happy, to purchaſe the $ 
object of his affection, whether ſhall 1 E 
pity, or contemn, the cold, timid, ſelfiſh, | 
hearts of the young men of the preſent 
& generation, 
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generation, who perſiſt in the neglect of 
nature's cleareſt, plaineſt law, from I know 


not what pretended reaſons of caution and 
wiſdom, which would fain paſs for virtue, 
but are in reality the offspring of pride and 
luxury, puſillanimity and ſelſ-Iove. 


THE propoſal is no ſooner made than 


accepted, and Laban has the ſatisfaction, 


of at once betrothing his daughter to 
wealthy Iſaac's ſon and heir, and of ſe- 


curing for himſelf, the preſent emolument 


of Jacob” 8 labour, care, and fidelity, for 


ſeven good years. Thus, the rights of 
humanity, the laws of hoſpitality, and the 
ties of blood, are all made baſely to truckle 
to the moſt ſordid and deteſtable of all hu- 


man paſſions; and the free · born grand- 


fon of Abraham, ſinks into abject 1 


tude, and the worſt of all ſer vitude, ſub- 


jection to a near relation. 


Bur as every bleſſing of life has it's 
correſponding inconvenience, ſo every 
evil has it s antidote ; Jacob 1 is contented 

and 
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and happy, while his pains and fatigue 
are alleviated by the ee of 
his beloved Rachel; and what is it to 
him, that the ſtern, diſcontented, father 
frowns and chides, ſo long as the beau- 
tiful daughter receives him with com- 
placency and ſmiles.—He bears with pa- 
tience and cheerfulneſs the ardor of the 
meridian ſun, and the cold, chilling 
damps of the evening, in the hopes of 
that bleſt hour, when tender ſympathy 
ſhall ſoothe his diſtreſſes, and every un- 
eaſineſs be lulled to reſt, in the boſom of 
love. In this ſweet commerce, the years 
of lavery glide imperceptibly away, and 
what XS would have rendered in- 


ſupportably long, the preſence of the be- 
loved object, has ſhortened into the ap- 


pearance of a few days. Such is the in— 
conceivable charm of virtuous love. 


Jacob ſerved ſeven years for Rachel; 
« and they ſeemed unto him but a 


„few days, for the love he had to 
66 her“. 79 | | 
| * Gen. xxix. 20. 
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Jacon having faithfully fulfilled his 
part of the covenant, now calls on La- 
ban to fulfil what was incumbent upon 


him. The better to conceal the fraud 
which he was meditating, he feigns com- 
pliance; and unſuſpecting Jacob is amuſed 


with all the uſual apparatus of a mar- 


riage feaſt. According to the cuſtom of 


thoſe caſtern nations, the bride was con- 
ducted to the bed of her huſband, with 


filence, in darkneſs, and covered from 
head to foot with a veil; circumſtances, 


all of them favourable to the wicked, 


ſelfiſh plan, which Laban had formed, to 
detain his ſon-in-law longer in his ſer- 
vice. Leah is accordingly ſubſtituted in 
room of her ſiſter. And he, who, by ſub- 
tilty and falſhood, ſtole away the bleſſing 
intended for his brother, is puniſhed for 
his deceit, by finding a Leah, where he 
expected a Rachel. He who employed 
undue advantage to arrive at the right of 
the firſt- born, has undue advantage taken 
of him, in having the firſt-born put in the 
place of the younger. He who could 


practiſe 
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practiſe upon a father's blindneſs, though 
to obtain a laudable end, is, in his turn, 
practiſed upon by a father, employing the 
cover of night, to accompliſh a very 


unwarrantable purpoſe. Laban was baſe, 


treacherous, and wicked; but Heaven, 
is wiſe, and holy, and juſt. Let the man, 
who dares to think of doing evil, in the 
hope that good may come, look at Jacob 


and tremble.—The ſhame, vexation, and 


diſtreſs of ſuch a diſappointment, are 


more eaſily imagined than deſcribed. 
And what are all the votaries of ſin— 


ful pleaſure preparing for themſelves ? 
Treaſuring up ſhame and ſorrow, when 


the delirium of paſſion is over, and the 


returning light of reaſon awakens them 


to reflection and remorſe: they thought 
it to be Rachel, but in the morning, 


„ behold it was Leah.” 


Tux next day, as may well be ſup-_ 
poſed, exhibited a ſcene of no pleaſing 


kind: expoſtulation, upbraiding, and 


reproach, Laban, as avarice ſeldom 


chuſes to avow it's real motives, endea- 
Vours 
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vours to juſtify his treachery and breach 


of faith, by a pretended regard for the 


laws and manners of his country, which 


permitted not the younger to be given 


ia marriage, before the firſt-born.—An 
honeſt man would have given this in- 
formation, when the bargain was firſt 
propoſed; it was an inſult, not an in— 
demnification, to produce it now.— 
What will not this baſe paſſion make a 
man do: — To deceive the 5 
and unwary; to oppreſs the weak; 
practiſe upon the ſtranger, are among it's 
ſimpler and more cuſtomary e 


Behold it leading a father to- — by 
what name ſhall I call it 2—proftitute 


his own daughter. If there be a crime 
blacker than another ; if Satan! there be 
a purpoſe thou . wouldſt accompliſh, 
which modeity ſhudders to think of; 
which the hand trembles to perpetrate, 


from which the conſcience in horror 


recoils; infuſe into ſome dark heart the 
dæmon of covetoufneſs, the love of mo- 


ney: place gain in one eye; proſtitution 


aud 
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and parricide in the other,—and the work 
of hell 1s done. 


Manx how eaſy and flexible the con- 


ſcience of a miſer is. Let intereſt blow 


the gale, from whatever quarter it be, 


and lo, with the rapidity of thought, the 


underſtanding, and conviction, of the co- 
vetous wretch, are veered round with it. 
The man, who laſt night ſhuddered at 
the thought of violating a foolith and 
abſurd faſhion of the country, is not 
aſhamed, the very next morning, to pro- 


poſe polyg gamy and inceſt; and to make 
his own children the inſtruments of 


them. Whence this ſtrange inconſiſt- 
ency ? It was for his advantage to adhere 
to the cuſtom of the country, and to 
diſpenſe with the laws of God and na- 


ture. What does it concern him that 


diſorder and diſtreſs are introduced into 
his daughter's family, fo long as it can 
any how redound to his private benefit? 
If another have any thing like a weak 
ſide, avarice is quick- ſighted as the 


eagle to diſcern it, and not more pene- 


trating 
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trating to diſcover, than dexterous to con- 


vert it, to it's own advantage. 


UNFORTUNATELY Jacob'sinfirmity was 
clear as the ſun at noon. His unextin- 
guiſhed, unabated paſſion for Rachel, was 


well known to her rapacious father ; who 


had, with a joy, which the worldly mind 
alone can feel, ſeen his flocks multiply, 


and his wealth increaſe, under Jacob's care. 


Unſatisfied and inſatiable, he builds upon 


this well-known attachment, the project 


of a farther continuation of Jacob's ſervi- 


tude, with all it's accumulation of riches 


and conſequence. The propoſal which 


avarice made without a bluſh, love accept- 


cd with perhaps too much precipitation. 


Weare not framing an apology for Jacob's 
conduct, but delivering the features of his 


character, and the e of his hiſtory, from 
the Sacred Record. But this much we 
may venture to affirm, that Jacob, left to 
himſelf, and to the honeſt workings of a 
heart, inſpired by the love of an eſtima- 
I ble obje&, would never have dreamt of a 
C plurality of wives; much leſs of aſſum- 5 


Vor. II. EW. ing 
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ing the ſiſter of his beloved Rachel, to be 
ket rival in his affections. It does not 
appear, that the ſolemnization of Jacob's 
marriage with Rachel, was deferred till 
the expiration of the ſecond term of 
ſeven years. Provided Laban got ſuffi- 


cient ſecurity for performance of the 


agreement, it was indifferent to him, 


when he got poſſeſſion of the bride. It 
is probable, therefore, that he gave way 


immediately to Jacob's wiſhes ; and the 
more ſo, that his buſineſs was likely to 
be executed with greater fidelity and 
zeal, by a ſervant and ſon gratified, in- 
dulged, and obliged, than by one ſoured 


by ment. diſſatisfied and irri- 


tated, by unkindneſs aud deceit. Behold 
then Jacob, at length, at the ſummit of 
his hopes and en After much delay, 
through many difficulties, which have 
firengthened, not extinguiſhed affection, 


Rachel 1 is at laſt his wife. 


Bur alas, human life admits not of q 


perfect bliſs! The freds of jealouſy and 
ſtrif⸗ are. ſor * 1 jacob' 8 family. The 


wife 
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wife who enjoyed the largeſt ſhare of 
the huſband's affection, is doomed to ſte- 
rility; the leſs beloved is bleſſed with 


children. Thus, i wiſe and gracious 


Providence, by ſetting one thing: againſt 
another, preſerves the proſperous from 


pride and infolence, and the wretched 


from deſpair.— Twenty years did Iſaac 


and Rebekah live in wedlock without a 


child, though the inheritance and ſuc- 
ceſſion of all Abraham's wealth and proſ- 


pets depended upon it; whereas the fa- 


mily of Jacob, a ſimple ſhepherd, earning _ 
his ſubſiſtence by the ſweat of his brow, 
the ſervant of another man, is built up. 
and increaſes apace. The good things of 
life ſeem, to the bare and 8 
tented, to be unequally divided; but there 


is no balance ſo exact as that in which all 


conditions and all events are weighed. The 
great Governor of the world, Joes not in- 
deed conform himſelf in the diſpenſations = 
of his Providence, to the miſconceptions 


and prejudices of ſhort- ſighted, erring 
men; but he is affording ignorant, erring 
men, if they will but be attentive, perpe- 

$0 | _ tual 


LECT. VII.] HISTORY OF JAcoB. 163 


— an Re ee > - 
—_ —— ů —— —x᷑—„—½ EIT — — 


164 HISTORY OF JACOB. [LECT. VII. 


tual cauſe to adore, and to admire his wiſ- 


dom and juſtice, his mercy and faithful- 
neſs. Leah bears Jacob, as faſt as the 
courſe of nature permitted, four ſons one 


after another; and what is remarkable, 


not only is the hated wife firſt honoured 
with being a mother, but with being the 
mother of the two tribes who were deſ- 


tined to the prieſthood, and to royal dig- 
nity; nay the mother, remotely, of the 


choſen ſeed; a dignity to which every 


mother, ſince the firſt dawning of the pro- 


miſe, aſpired. 


ThE fruitfulneſs of her ſiſter violent- 
| ly excites Rachel's envy. The partia- 
lity of Jacob to her, and all his profuſion. 


of tenderneſs, avail her nothing. She 


is unable to ſuppreſs her chagrin and 
mortification: and, in the e of 


her heart, forgets both the reſpe& ſhe 


owed her huſband, and the ſubmiſſion 
the ought to have paid to the will of 
Gad. And ſhe ſaid unto Jacob, give 


me children, or elſe I die“. ” How 
* Gen. XXX. 1. 
odious, 
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odious, how pitiable, are the ſentiments, 
the looks, and the language, of paſſion, 


to the calm and diſpafſionate; nay to the 


perſon himſelf, when the fit is over, and 


paſſion has ſpent itſelf? ** And Jacob's 


„anger was kindled againſt Rachel: 
ce and he ſaid, am I in God's ſtead, who 
„ hath withheld from thee the fruit of 


e the womb*?” What! and can the 


anger of Jacob be kindled againſt his Ra- 


chel? His firſt, his only love; to obtain 
whom he had cheerfully ſerved fourteen. 
years ? My fair hearers, preſume not too 
far on the fondneſs of the men who love 


you. Be calm, be moderate, be unaſſum- 


ing, be reaſonable, and be every thing. 


Be arrogant, impetuous, ſelf-ſufficient, 
imperious, unreaſonable ; and ye fink in- 


to nothing. —I tremble to think of the i 
dreadful length to which a woman will 
go, to gratify her own ſpleen, and to 
mortify a rival.—lIn truth ſhe ceaſes to be 
a female, where certain feminine points | 
are to be carried; and the leading, 


® Gen. xxx. 2. 


L3 diſtinguiſhing 
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diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of the ſex, are 
loſt and ſunk in the feelings of the indi- 
vidual. What ! the jealous, envious Ra- 


chel, who found her beloved huſband had 


already one wife too many, to think of 
throwing another into his. boſom ! But 
her too happy ſiſter and rival is to be mor- 
tified ; and ſhe cares not what pangs 


it coſts her own heart O my gentle 


friends, you are yourſelves the Hamers 


of your own fortunes. Be yourſelves, 


and I will anſwer for my own ſex. But 


quit the ground on which God and na- 


ture have placed you, and you are indeed 
to be pitted, If I might yenture to ha- 


zard an opinion, not altogether un war- 


ranted by the Hiſtory, and which I am 


convinced by experience to be well found- 
ed—You much oftener loſe your object 


by eagerneſs, than by inattention. You 
may now and then ſucceed by addreſs, or 


vehemence, or force ; but you will ſuc- 
ceed more certainiy, and much more plea- 


fantly, with God and with man, by meek- 
i and gentleneſs, and ſubmiſſion. 
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Trus was Jacob moſt grievouſly 
wounded there, where he was moſt vul- 
nerable; moſt violently diſturbed there, 


here he promiſed himſelf perfect repoſe. 


Thus our heavieſt croſſes ariſe out of our 
deateſt comforts; and the purſuits of 
„ vanity,” iſſue in “ vexation of ſpirit.” 
Thus all things conſpire to give full aſſur— 
ance to the children of men, „ that this 


eis not their reſt;“ and invite them to 


ſeek „another country, that is an hea- 


« venly,“ where there ſhall be no 


e more death, neither ſorrow, nor cry 
ing, nor pain,” and God 1 8 wipe 5 


65 away all tears from their wes: - : 
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AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN RACHEL HAD 
BORN JOSEPH, THAT JACOB SAID UNTO LA- 
BAN, SEND ME AWAY, THAT I MAY GO UN= 1 

TO MINE OWN PLACE, AND TO MY COUN- Ws. 
TRY. GIVE ME MY WIVES, AND MY CHIL- 
DREN, FOR WHOM 1 HAVE SERVED THEE, | 
AND LET ME GO: FOR THOU KNOWEST MY 
' SERVICE WHICH 1 HAVE DONE THEE. AND 
LABAN SAID UNTO HIM, I PRAY THEE, IF 
11 HAVE FOUND FAVOUR IN THINE EYES, 
TARRY, FOR 1 HAVE LEARNED BY EXPE= 
RIENCE, THAT THE LORD HATH BLESSED | 
ME FOR THY SAKE. ANDHE SAID, APPOINT Wl 
ME THY WAGES, AND I WILL CGI ß iI. 
| AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, THOU KNOWEST | 
HOW I HAVYE SERVED THEE, AND HOW THY | 
CATTLE WAS WITH ME. FOR IT WAS LIT- - "hl 
TLE WHICH THOU HADST BEFORE I CAME: 
AND IT IS NOW INCREASED UNTO A MUL- 


TITUDE ; 
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IT VDE; AND THE LORD HATH BLESSED 4 
THEE SINCE MY COMING: AND NOW WHEN | | 
SHALL I PROVIDE FOR MINE OWN HOUSE 4 


ALSO? 


L HERE 1s no ſubje& of contempla- 1 
FT more inſtruc- 3 
tive, more compoſing to the mind, than El 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of the divine 


tion more pleaſing, 


Providence, in adapting and adjuſting, 


with ſuch conſummate ſkill, the under- Þ 


ſtanding, the diſpoſitions, and the exer- 
tions of men, to their various and ſuc- 
ceſſive ſituations, relations, employ- 
ments, and fortunes. What ſo feeble, 
ſo helpleſs, ſo neceſſitous, as a new- born 

infant? But it's proper aliment has ac- 
companied it into the world; it's firſt 
cry has awakened ten thouſand fond af— 
fections in one, who at the hazard of 
her life brought it forth, and at the ha- 
zard of her life is ready to preſerve it. 
What fo giddy, raſh, inconſiderate, as 
youth ? but the father is proportionably 
thoughtful, ſerious, and attentive, Man, 
of all animals, ſtands longeſt in need of 


ſu pport 
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| 1 and protection, therefore natural 
4 2 affection in man is more intelligent, and 
of greater duration than in any other 
creature. Inſtinct and reaſon unite their 
1 force in aid of the lengthened infancy 
and childhood of the hiiman face. Pa- 
þ rents often, and unjuſtly complain, that 


dering that this current ſets continually 
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F they ſhould repay, not to us, but to 


and vex us with their levity, and 
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2 little patience: by and by, they will be- 


| turn, 


1 TRE anxieties which Jacob's 1 
fon with his brother, occaſioned to their 
fond - 
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their care and tenderneſs meet not with 
Þ? reciprocal returns of attachment and af- 
fection from their children; not conſi- 


downward: and that the love which we 
bear to our offspring, nature has intended 


their offspring. Do our children grieve 
| thooghtleſſacſs, and folly? Let us have 
: come fathers and mothers; and then will 
they be cured of what now gives us ſo 


| uch uneaſineſs; and then will they be 
grieved, vexed, and mortified in their 
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fond parents, are now thickening upon 
his own head. In the laſt period of his 
life, we ſaw the honeſt ſhepherd, follow- 
ing his ſimple employment with cheer- 
fulneſs and joy; drinking delicious 
draughts of love from the approving eyes 
of his amiable ſhepherdeſs; and beguiling 
the tedious months of ſervitude in con- 


verſe with his Rachel, and with the proſ- 


pect of that bright hour which was to 
crown his hopes, and to reward all his 


toil. But theſe ſoft moments have paſſed 
away, and vaniſhed, like a dream; their 
flight was not perceived; their value is 


underſtood and prized, after they are gone. 


The cares, and troubles, and apprehen- 
ſions, of a father, now occupy his mind; 


jealouſy and ftrife diſturb his repoſe, 


| To what purpoſe multiply elaborate ar- 
guments againſt the practice of polygamy ? 


| Look into the wretched diſorder, and diſ- 


cord, of thoſe families which have been 
built upon that unnatural ſyſtem, and be 


aſſured that it is not from him who loves 


the children of men, and all whoſe inſti- 


tutions 
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tutions aim at making them happy. The 
rival ſiſters, rather than not mortify each 
other, voluntarily mortify and degrade 
themſelves, by raiſing their handmaids to 
a participation of their huſband's bed. — 
Envy and revenge, if they can but hurt 9 
an adverſary, regard not the wounds 
they inflict at home. Unhappy Jacob! 
my heart bleeds for him. His time, and i 
labour, and ſtrength, at the diſpoſal of a i 
ſelfiſh, hard-hearted, inſatiable father-in- | 
| hw; his very perſon and affections in- 1 
| ſolently ſettled, diſpoſed of, and tranſ- M 
| ferred, at the pleaſure of two jealous, = 
wrangling ſiſters; a family riſing, and 
increaſing upon him, without the power 
or means of making any proviſion for 
it; the mind of his beloved Rachel, 
whom he had earned at the hard price 
of fourteen, years painful ſervice, ſoured 
5 and chagrined, by the want of one 
| bleſſing; the labours of the field 
b- through the day, not reheved at night 
by the tenderneſs of ſympathy and love, 
| but embittered and aggravated by wo- 
. ' maniſh altercation and ſtrife. What 
1 « Could 
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could have ſupported him but reli- 
gion? 


LEAH has, at various intervals, born 
Jacob ſix ſons and a daughter, and Rachel's 


grief and deſpair are at their height, when 


God, whoſe counſels move not, nor 
ſtand ſtill, in complaiſane to our deſires 


or caprices, thinks meet to remove her 
ſorrow and reproach ; and ſhe becomes 


the joyful mother of a ſon. What in- 


genious pains' the filly mothers take, to 
perpetuate the memory of their jealous 
ſentiments and contentions, in the names 
which they impoſe upon their children; 
impiouſly preſuming to drag in Providence 


as a party to their quarrel ; fooliſhly and 


wickedly tranſmitting their contempti- 


ble hatred and animoſity to the diſtur- 


bance and diſtreſs of their poſterity, and 
madly ſowing the ſeeds of a plague, 
which might one day break out and 


conſume 1 YE EO how different the 


jealous ſpirit, which at firſt dictated the 
names of the twelve heads of the tribes 
of Iſrael, from that prophetic Spirit 


which 
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which foreſaw, and predicted, their fu- 


ture characters and ſituations, as it | 
| 


In > EUR = 


breathed from the lips of their dying 
father ; and from the mind of God, who || 
was thus employing female ſpleen and paſ- 1 
ſion, to declare his own purpoſes and de- V 
ſigns. 
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|. ABovr the time of Joſeph's birth, it A 
E would appear, the term of Jacob's ſer— i 
vitude had expired. He now, therefore, 
naturally thinks of the home which he j 
had left ſo long before, and of the obliga- if 
1 tions which be lay under, to exert himſelf ii 
. in the maintenance and proviſion of his ml 
numerous family. He, accordingly, mo- Fr ſi 
deftly applies to Laban for his diſmiſſion. i 
| ' —That greedy kinſman, well aware of the 
E advantages which had accrued to him 
R from Jacob's diligence, fidelity, and zeal, 
| expreſſes much regret on hearing this pro- 
| poſal. But it is not regret at the thought 
3 of parting with his daughters, and zrand- | 
F children; it is not the tender concern 
of bidding a long farewel to a near re- 
lation and faithful ſervant; no, it is 


regret 
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regret at loſing an inſtrument of gain; 
it is the ſorrow of a man who loves only 


himſelf. 


HITHERTO the profits of Jacob's in- 


duſtry had been wholly his uncle's. He 


had moſt ungenerouſly taken advantage of 
his nephew's paſſion for his daughter, to 
reduce him to the condition of a mere 
drudge, for his own intereſt, F rom a ſenſe 


of ſhame, as well as a regard to intereſt, 
be is at length confireined to conſent to 
Jacob's ; haring the fruits of his own la- 
bour with him. Laban's craftineſs had 
proved too hard for Jacob's candor and 
integrity; but the wiſdom of Heaven, at 
laſt, proves more than a match for even 
the cunning of a Laban.—Jacob, whether 
prompted from above, or inſtructed by na- 

tural ſagacity, aided by experience, pro- 
| poſes as his hire, ſuch a part of the flocks 
which he fed, as ſhould be in future pro- 
duced of a certain deſcription, ** the ring- 


** raked, ſpeckled, and ſpotted,” —which 


were fo few in number, that they might 
rather be reckoned the ſportings, than the 
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regular produQtions of nature. Laban 
acquieſces without heſitation in this pro- 
poſal; wondering in himſelf, I doubt 
not, that Jacob thould be ſo ſimple as 
to make it. —An entire ſeparation is ac- 
cordingly made, without delay, between 
the cattle of the deſcription ſtipulated, 


and the reſt of the flock. They are re- 


moved, to prevent all occaſion of ſuſpi- 
cion and complaint, to the diſtance of a 


three days journey; and delivered into 
tbe cuſtody of Laban's ſons, men, too 
like their father to throw any thing into 
: Jacob's ſcale, either through good-will, 
|. neglect, or careleſſneſs. Jacob continues 


to tend the remainder of the flocks, pure 


from all mixture, and they were by far 


the greateſt part of the ſtock, for his fa- 
| ther-in-law. | 


Tux device which be employed, and 


which ſeems to have been ſuggeſted to 
; bim! in a dream, f is well known to all who 
read the Scriptures. It has been diſputed, 
: {whether the ſucceſs of it was in the ordi- 
E nary courſe, of natural cauſe and effect; or 


Vol. II. — _ 
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was entirely produced by a miraculous in- 
terpoſition in favour of our Patriarch. In- 
deed, there ſeems, in it, much both of the 
one and of the other. That the female 
in the moment 'of conception, ſhould be 
more than uſually ſuſceptible of ſtrong 
and extraordinary impreſſions, and capa- 
ble of tranſmitting that impreſſion to her 
young, ſo as clearly to mark and diſtin- 


guiſh it, is too fully proved by experi- 


ence to be denied. But this happens 
| too ſeldom in the uſual walk of nature, 
to permit us to ſuppoſe that the extraor- 
dinary increaſe of Jacob's cattle, was in 
the mere current of things, aided a lit- 
tle, by human ſagacity and ſkill. That 
one lamb or kid, ſhould be marked with 
„the ſtreaks of the poplar, haſel, and 
e cheſnut rods,” or that one, here and 
there, through the flock ſhould be thus 
diſtinguiſhed, we can eaſily believe to 
5658855 without a miracle. But, that the 


©. bulk of the y dung, ſhould bear . 


this ſignature; that according as the im— 
preſſing object was exhibited or with- 
drawn, the dams ſhould conceive uniform- 


ly 
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ly and correſpondently, is on no principle, of 
nature or of art, to be accounted for. The 
finger of God is, therefore, to be ſeen and 
acknowledged in it. — Thus was the con- 


dition of Jacob ſpeedily, and wonderfully, 


| changed to the better: And the man 


« increaſed exceedingly, and had much 


(cattle, and maid-ſervants, and men- 


« ſervants, and camels, and aſfles*.” 


þ And thus the world is inſtructed, that 
F he who fears and follows God, will, 
| ſooner or later, find his reward. 


Bur it ſeems determined of Provi- 


| dence, that Jacob ſhould never find a place 
| of reſt. Lately, he was poor and depen- 


dant, and thence, anxious in his own 
mind, and liable to inſult, and unkindneſs, 

and oppreſſion from others: now he is 
rich and proſperous, and thence expoſed 
to hatred and erivy: and envy, like a 
| plague, or a torrent, ſweeps every thing 
before it. We may eaſily conceive with 
what watchful Jealouſy, Jacob' $ carriage, 


Gen. xxx. 43. 
M 2 and 


- 
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and his charge, was obſerved by ſuch men 


as Laban and his ſons. With what aſ- 


toniſhment and indignation did they ſee 
the beſt, and moſt beautiful of the ewes 
and ſhe- goats, bringing forth nothing but 
« ſpeckled and ſpotted !” Their rage and 
diſcontent are, for a while, expreſſed by 
ſullen looks and ſecret murmurs only, at 


length: they become too violent to be ſup- 


preſſed, and break forth into open ſcurri- 
lity and abuſe. The tongue of the gloomy 
father, indeed, ſays nothing; what can he 
ſay? But his averted looks, his glaring, 
_ diſſatisfied, indignant eyes, fully declare 
the anguiſh that preys upon his heart. 
confels 1 am malicious enough to enjoy 
it. TI love to ſee the envious man goaded 
and ſtung, by the laſhes and Wales of his 


own dark, empoiſoned conſcience, becauſe 


I love to ſee mankind happy. It gives 


me pleaſure to ſee the generous rival of 2 
ſordid miſer, ſurpaſſing him in wealth, 
eclipſing him in eſtimation and ſucceſs; 
galling him by his Property and libera- 
lity. 


Jacos 
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Jacos, however, is unable to ſtand it, 
and judging it better for all parties that 
they ſhould ſeparate, to ſave himſelf the 
diſtreſs of encountering the bitter words, 
and four looks, of ankind relations, and 
to ſpare them the miſery of witneſſing 
his growing proſperity, he propoſes to re- 


turn to his aged kind parents, from whom 


he was certain of meeting with a cordi- 
ally affectionate reception. The dialogue 
which paſſed between Jacob and his wives 
upon this occaſion, & lets us deeper into 
the diſtreſſes and diſcomforts of his pre- 
ſent condition, and exhibits the picture of 
a covetous man in {till livelier, but there- 
fore the more odious, colours. From it 

' we learn, that the ſordid father, not con- 
tented with exacting of his ſon-in-law the 
rigorous performance of his hard bargain, 
according to the rules of ſtrict juſtice; and 
the juſtice of a miſer is ſtern, unfeeling, 
and ſevere indeed, frequently had re- 
courſe to trick and chicane, in order to 
over-reach and defraud him. No fidelity 


Gen. xxxi. 4—I6, 3 
M 3 9 could 
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could pleaſe, no ſubmiſſion mollify, no 
attachment ſubdue, no tie of juſtice bind, 
no call of nature awaken his impenetra- 
ble, ſelfiſh heart. Ye know that with 
„all my power I have ſerved your father, 
And your father hath deceived me, and 
changed my wages ten times, but God 
4 ſuffered him not to hurt me*.” And 
„Rachel and Leah anſwered and faid 
* unto him, Is there yet any portion or 
© inheritance for us in our father's houſe? 
Are we not counted of him as ſtrangers? 
„For he hath ſold us, and hath quite 
„ devoured alſo our money}.” Whom 
do men commonly cherith and love with 
peculiar tenderneſs? Their daughters 
and grand-children. For whom do men 
uſually fave and gain, and lay up in ſtore! 
For their daughters and grand— children. 
But behold a father, Who has ſold his 
daughters for hire, who treats them as 
. to his blood, defrauds them of 
their undoubted right, behold a grand- 
father, taking pleaſure, not in the | inno— 


* Gen. xxxi. 6, 7. Gen. XXXi. 14, 15. | 
| cent 


LECT. vIII.] HISTORY OF JACOB. 183 


cent prattle, not in the dawning genius, 


not in the increating ſtature, of the 
young ones deſcended from his own loins ; 


not in ſmoothing for them the rugged 
path of life, not in extending and bright- 


ening their proſpects, not in rearing and 
eſtabliſhing their fortunes; but, in di— 
verting the ſtreams of their ſubſiſtence, 
but, in graſping to himſelf the hard— 
earned fruits of their father's induſtry, but, 


in undermining, counteracting, deſtroy- 
ing, their intereſts and their hopes. — 


How happy it 1s for the world; that this 
vile paſſion is neither immortal, nor om- 
nipotent! 


Gov is, in deſpite of Laban, fulfilling 
| to Jacob the covenant and promiſe ratified 
at Bethel. Jacob had ſtipulated but mo- 
derate things for himſelf, © bread to eat, 
e and raiment to put on,” whilſt he was 


from home, and a peaceable and ſafe re- 


turn to his father's houſe; and lo! an 
indulgent Providence has far exceeded 
his expectations, and even his defires. 


But if he be increaſed, he is alſo encum- 
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bered ;—if his ſtock be larger, ſo is alſo 


his care; have his comforts multiplied ? 


He is but the more vulnerable. A reti- 
nue conſiſting, of two wives and as many 


concubines, twelve children, the eldeſt 
but thirteen years old, and the youngeſt 
under ſeven,—of the ſervants neceſſary 
to a family ſo numerous, —of a live ſtock 
ſo extenſive to be removed, and of the 


attendants abſolutely needful for that 


purpoſe, —a family ſuch as this, was in a 
condition very unfavourable to the jour- 


ney which they are about to undertake, 


eſpecially, liable, as they were, to be pur- 


ſued and overtaken, by incenſed Laban, or 
intercepted and cut off by the way, by the 
_ equally incenſed Eſau. But Jacob is 
following the direction of Heaven, and 
therefore proceeds with humble confi- 


dence. What a deſtroyer of human 
comfort is wealth, that univerſal object 
of purſuit! See, it has alienated the af- 
fections of one man from his own fa- 
mily; it has driven another to flee from 


him as an enemy, whom he had once 


ſought unto as a friend. In one ſhape 
Rn K 
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or another, this evil affection, Iam afraid, 
is at the bottom of moſt of the ill which 
we do, and of moſt of the ills which we 
ſuffer.— Jacob, having communicated his 
intention to his family, and obtained 
their hearty concurrence, takes advan- 
tage of Laban's occupation in the buſi- 
neſs of his ſheep ſhearing, to ſteal away 
homewards ; and has the felicity of gain- 
ing three days journey, before the news 
of his flight has reached the uncle. But, 
encumbered as he was, this is only a 
flight advantage, if a purſuit were at- 
tempted; and he muſt be indebted for 
his ſafety, after all, to the protection of 
that God whom he was following, and 


not to his own wiſdom, foreſight, peed, 
or force. 


Jacos, I dare fay, was ſcrupulouſly 
careful to remove nothing but what was, 
by a clear and undoubted title, his own. 
He who had, repeatedly and patiently, 
ſubmitted to impoſition and oppreſſion, 
for the ſake of quietneſs, was not likely 
to provoke enmity, and juſtify vengeance, 


by 
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by robbery and plunder. But Rachel, in 


what view and for what reaſon, it is not 


eaſy to determine, has ſtolen away the 


images which were her father's.” 
Many ſolutions have been attempted, of 


this ſtrange and unaccountable piece of 


theft. Some of them I ſhall juſt men- 


tion, leaving you to form your own judg- 


ment of the matter. It is alleged by ſome 
Rabbins, that ſhe carried off the Tera- 
phim, or Idols, leſt her father by conſult— 


ing them ſhould diſcover the route which 


Jacob had taken, and ſo purſue, with 
the greater certainty of overtaking him. 


Some" aſcribe her conduct to piety and 
natural affection; - as if ſhe meant to 


make Laban ſenſible of the weakneſs of 
ſuch deities, as would ſuffer themſelves 


to be ſtolen away, without either giving. 


notice of ſuch a deſign, or 3 any 


1 refiſtance : thereby bop to detach her 
father from the abſurdity, and impiety, 
of idol worſhip. Others, leſs charitably 


diſpoſed towards her, repreſent her as 


a true daughter of Laban, inſtigated by 


covetouſneſs to purloin the deities, for 


the 
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the value of the precious materials of 


which they were compoled, or whereby 


they were ornamented. And Chryſoſtom, 


with almoit equal ſeverity, accounts for 


the robbery, from her predilection toward 
idolatry. | 

Tuvus Jacob left his father-in-law ; or, 
to uſe the marginal reading, which 1s 


ſufficiently warranted by the Hebrew 


words, © ſtole away the heart of Laban 
« the Syrian;” that is, either acted with 


ſo much prudence and caution that La- 


ban ſuſpected not, fathomed not, his de- 


ſign ; or ſtole away that which was dear 


to him as his heart and ſoul, his preci- 


ous, precious wealth. The ſequel abun- 


dantly juſtifies this latter interpretation. 
For Laban is no ſooner informed of his 
ſon-in-law's eſcape, than, without the 
ſhadow of a pretence, either to moleſt him 
on his way, or to force him back, makes 


after him with a powerful body of his 


friends, if not to plunder and murder him, 


at leaſt to oblige him to return. 


AFTER 
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ArreR ſeven days haſty matching, he 
overtakes him and his cumberſome train, 


in Mount Gilead, and he is ready to ſeize 
on his defenceleſs prey. But the God in 


whom Jacob truſted, plants around him a 
fence more impenetrable than the adaman- 


tine rock.—Laban's gods could not hinder 
themſelves from being ſtolen away by a 


{imple woman, and packed upamong other 
lumber to be conveyed off: but Jacob's 


God is watching, and protecting him, 
night and day; nay watching his enemy 
too, to check and repreſs him. The viſion 
of the Almighty is not only with them 
that fear him, to direct and comfort them, 
but ſometimes alſo with them that fear 
him not, to reſtrain, to threaten, and to 
terrify them. God, in a dream by night, 
charges Laban, in a manner which he 


could not but underſtand, feel and remem- 
ber, at his peril, to offer Jacob any injury 


In word or deed ; © for when a man's 
% ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even 


4e his enemy to be at peace with him.“ 


Trvs 


_ 
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Tavs warned, he comes up with his 
nephew next morning, and, like many, 
who when they are galled by an ill con- 
ſcience, endeavour to eaſe themſelves of 
it's reproaches by transferring the blame 
from themſelves, to the perſons whom 
they have wronged ; he reproaches Jacob 
with a conduct which, he well knew, had 
reſulted entirely from his own harſhneſs 
and ſeverity; and upbraids him with un- 
kind behaviour to his daughters, fully con- 
vinced all the while, that they had no 

ground of complaint againſt any one, ſo 
much as againſt their own unnatural un- 
kind father, who had counted them as 
ſtrangers : ©* for he hath ſold us, and hath 
Ml quite devoured alſo our money.”—lt is 
pleaſant to hear a miſerly wretch talk of 
the liberal and generous things which he 
intended to have done, after the call and 
the occaſion are over, and when his gene- 
roſity is in no danger of being brought to 
the teſt. Wherefore aid thou flee 
away ſecretly, and ſteal away from me? 
and didſt not tell me, that I might 
* have ſent thee away with mirth, and 
bs with 
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„with ſongs, with tabret, and with harp? 
And haſt not ſuffered. me to kiſs my 
e ſons and my daughters? thou haſt now 
% done fooliſhly, in ſo doing“ .“ But 
truth will appear, through the cloſeſt diſ- 
| guiſe. With all this pompous parade of 
kindneſs and affection, he is weak enough 
to avow the violent purpoſe with which 
he had undertaken the purſuit, and from 
his father-in-law's own lips Jacob has the 
ſatisfaction to learn, that he owed his 
ſafety to the kind interpoſition of a hea- 
venly, not to the altered mind, of an 
_ earthly parents. „ 7 
Bur, figure to yourſelves Jacob's ſur- 
prize, when charged by Laban with 
having ſtolen his gods. If there was a 
thing about Laban's houſe, more odious 
and contemptible, in his eyes, than ano- 
ther, it was his Teraphim. He would 
juſtly have reckoned ſuch an impure 
mixture among his goods, as the gor- 
rupter and deſtroyer of the whole. His 


* Gen. xxxi. 27, 28. 


defence 
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defence therefore is ſimple, yet forcible, | 


becauſe the language of genuine truth, and 
of conſcious innocence and integrity.— 


I like Jacob's ſpeech throughout“, it is 
the language of a good and honeſt heart. 


Your time permits me not to make a 


commentary upon it. Indeed it needs 


none. Obſerve only, 1 in general, how ge- 


nerous is the fear which he expreſſes, leſt 


Laban ſhould violently reſume the wives 
whom he had given him. Some of them 


had been obtruded upon him by fraud, 


others by perſuaſion, but they are mothers 


to his children, and therefore, he cannot 
bear to think of parting with them, 
though he might. How noble is the diſ- 


dain, and the induction which he ex- 


preſſes, on being charged with the theft 


of Laban's gods! How manly the recap1- 
tulation of his paſt ſervices, and ſuffer- 
ings! How bold the defiance which he 


bids to malice and reſentment But it 


diſcovers too much of a great and gene— 
rous ſpirit, to be paſſed over thus ſhghtly. 


Gen. xxxi. 3642. 


I muſt, 


——U P ̃ ́ k — — — — 
, * W 1 > — 
_— 2 3 — 2 


yy — 


2 — - 
2 4 _ — - 
— — —— — — — 4 _ — we — 2 —— 
— — we ——— —— * 1 
INNER. . —— r ²˙ ! 9 2 — — — — © <> 
— - ; 2 1 8 
< — = — ps — wv; — — 2 
= — . 3 ” — tl * = { — 
—— — - 8 * % 2 * — — 2 2 — 
= . - — ** — — * 7 o — 7 — — — 5 
— 3 - : * g : 


5 a —— — 4 wy; — — — — — — * 
Sn SER Ce RR. — P §—ͤM— 7˙ V . r MC_._= 
— — AIRY * me I " any he E — a> 2 <<. ho = 
N — * EF "I LA A I 5 - : IT — 
—— — — nnnger — — — In Iam n——————_— 
— - pa 7 — — — _— —_ —_— — — 27 2599 << > 2 — 
1 * 
# 
* 


192 HISTORY or JACOB. [Lzer. VIII. 


I muſt, therefore, take the liberty to re- 
ſume it, and to enlarge a little upon it ;j— 
and I now haſten to conclude, with this 


ſingle idea of the analogy which we never 
with for a moment to loſe fight of.— Ja- 


cob leaving Canaan, folitary, and poor, 
baniſhed from his father's houſe, and de- 
2 into flavery ; and Jacob return- 

„loaded with the ſpoils of churliſn 
jo and blefled with a numerous, 
proſperous, and increaſing family, with- 
out a violent ſtretch of thought, pre- 
"figures to us—Jeſus, deſcending from 


Hives, and the original ſplendor of 


his nature, voluntarily deprefling himſelf 
into the form of a ſervant, and meekly 


ſubmitting, for a ſeaſon, to accompliſh a 


great and important purpoſe, to the 
want of the ſmiles of his Heavenly Fa- 
ther's countenance : and the glory that 


| followed—his triumphant return to Hea- 
ven, adorned with the ſpoils of death and 


hell, and attended by an innumerable 

train of ſpiritual ſons and daughters, ac- 

guired in a ſtrange land, adopted into the 
family 
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family of God, conſtituted heirs of glory, 


and, in due time, to be exalted with their 


glorious head to Heavenly thrones. May 
we, beloved, {well the triumph of that 
day, and find eternal reſt from the toils 
and dangers of the way, in the boſom of 
our Father and our God. Amen. 


Vo“. II. N 
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GENESIS XXXIT. 9, 10, 11. = 1 j 


AND JACOB SAID,'O GOD OF MY FATHER Ul 
ABRAHAM, ANDGOD OFMY FATHER ISAAC, 0 
TAE LORD WHICH SAIDST UNTO ME, RE- Fit 

TURN UNTO THY COUNTRY, AND TO THY | Hy 
KINDRED, AND I WILL DEAL WELL WITH 1 
THEE: I AM NOT WORTHY OF THE LEAST 
or ALL THE MERCIES, AND OF ALL THE 0 
TRUTH, WHICH THOU HAST SHEWED UNTO— | 1 
THY SERVANT: FOR WITH MY STAFF I 
PASSED OVER THIS JORDAN, AND NOW I 

AM BECOME TWO BANDS. DELIVER ME, 
I PRAY THEE, FROM THE HAND OF MY 
BROTHER, FROM THE HAND OF ESAU: FOR 
'I FEAR HIM, LEST HE WILL COME AND 


SMITE ME, AND THE MOTHER WITH THE 
CHILDREN. 


| 
it 
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HE man who is inſtructed to “ ac- 
„ knowledge God in all his ways,” 


and he only, has found out the road 


that leads to true happineſs. The cup 


of proſperity wants it's choiceſt ingre- 


dient, when the love of our heavenly Fa- 
ther is not taſted in it ; the bittereſt potion, 


_ mingled by his hand, we can drink with 
confidence and cheerfulneſs. It is plea- 
ſant for a man, to ſee his own ſagacity 
and diligence crowned with ſucceſs, But 
very imer is that pleaſure, unleſs he 
can look up, and ſay, with ſubmiſſion and 
gratitude, „the bleſſing of the Lord it 
„ maketh rich, and he addeth no ſorrow N 


40 therewith. - 


THERE is a virulence in the ills which 


we bring upon ourſelves, or which flow 
from the unkindneſs or injuſtice of others, 
that corrodes the heart, and depreſſes the 
{pirit : but calamity, which is the appoint- 
ment of Heaven, calamity, the Aiſeipline 


of a father's care and wiſdom, brings it's 
own relief along with it. The very poi— 
ſon adminiſtered by his hand, becomes it's 


own 


EY 
3 


£0 
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own antidote ; and what threatened to kill, 
effects a cure. It would greatly tend to 
improve our wiſdom, to promote our 
piety, and increaſe our pleaſure, were we 
to take frequent, and particular, reviews 
of our own life ; and to obſerve the changes 
which have taken place in our circum- 
ſtances, from time to time; in connection 
with the means and inſtruments which 
Providence, more clearly, or more ob- 
ſcurely, has employed, and through which, 
our enterprizes have ſucceeded or failed, 
Many, very many, have arrived at fitua- 
tions to which, once in their lives, they 
durſt not have preſumed to aſpire. But 
their preſent elevation and proſperity, 
want their brighteſt ornament, and their 
firmeſt ſupport, if they be deſtitute of that 
ſpirit which good Jacob breathes in the 
words I have now read; that ſpirit which 
aſcribes every acquiſition, every bleſſing, 
to the wonder- working hand of indulgent 
Heaven, | 


Few men have experienced greater va» 
rieties, oreater reverſes, of condition, than 
our Patriarch ; but we find him perpetu- 
EE | 2 ally 
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ally gathering ſtrength from the hardſhips 


which he endured; ſupporting a life of 


uninterrupted, unutterable affliction, with 
_ patience and fortitude; ſuffering and feel- 


ing asa man, but enduring and overcom- 


ing as a faint ; and, at length, cloſing the 


extended ſcene of woe, with the triumph 


of a believer, exulting in the bright, un- 


clouded, proſpects of immortality. 


ONE general remark may be applied to 


his whole hiſtory. His deepeſt diſtreſſes, 


ſpring out of his choiceſt comforts; his 
moſt ſignal ſucceſſes, take their riſe from 


his 55 afflictions. The attainment of 
the birthright, and of the bleſſing, drive 


him into bavithunaene; ; the labour, watch- 
fulneſs, and anxiety of a ſhepherd's life, 


conduct him to opulence and importance. 


The elevation which he too eagerly graſp- 


ed at, is the cauſe of his depreſſion ; the 


humiliation to which he voluntarily and 


patiently ſubmitted, becomes the founda- 
tion of his future greatneſs. The partial 
fondneſs of a mother. expoles him to the 
vunatural unkindneſs and ſeverity of an 


uncle; ; 


a > 
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uncle; the jealouſy and envy of malevo- 

lent and ſelfiſh brothers in law, drive 
him back to the calm delights of his fa- 
ther's houſe. 


Ar rER twenty years hard ſervice, un- || 
der Laban; which that ungenerous kinſ= HM 
man repaid with harſhneſs, injuſtice, and 4 
deceit; but which God was pleaſed boun- Wh! 
tifully to reward, by 2 numerous and 5 10 j 
thriving progeny, and large poſſeſſions ; 108 ; 
he ſets out ſecretly, to ſhun the mortifi- Wil | 
cation which he daily endured, for the _ 
= land of Canaan. He is hotly purſued, || 
and with hoſtile diſpoſitions, by his fa- _ _ 
ther-in-law, and overtaken, encumbered [ 
as he was, on the ſeventh day, in Mount 
= Gilead. Providence once more inter- 
poſes in his behalf, and protects him 
from Laban's fury. Charged with un- 
dutifulneſs and diſreſpect, and accuſed 
of a robbery which he would rather 
have died than commit, he defends him- 
ſelf with the ſpirit of a man, the dignity , 
of conſcious innocence, and the awful 
ſuperiority of truth and virtue. Thoſe 
= M4 Who Wil 
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who have a taſte for the modeſt, manly, 
ſimple, pathetic, eloquence of a good and 
honeſt heart, will, I am perſuaded, find 
much pleaſure in the peruſal of Jacob's 
reply to Laban's charge. * And Jacob 
„ was wroth, and chode with Laban; 
and Jacob anſwered and faid to Laban, 
What is my treſpaſs? What is my ſin, 
„that thou haſt ſo hotly purſued after 
% me? Whereas thou haſt ſearched all 
„my ſtuff; what haſt thou found of all 
«© thy houſhold ſtuff ? Set it here before 
my brethren, and thy brethren, that 
they may judge betwixt us both. This 
ce twenty years have I been with thee : 
« thy ews and thy ſhe- goats have not 
„ caſt their young, andthe rams of thy 
+ flock have I not eaten. That which 
% was torn of beaſts, I brought not unto 
* thee; I bare the loſs of it; of my hand 
didſt thou require it, whether ſtolen by 
hy day, or ſtolen by night. Thus I was, 
*in the day the drought conſumed me, 
e and the froſt by night, and my ſleep 
„ departed from mine eyes. Thus have 
been twenty years in thy houſe: I 
e ſerved 
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« ſerved thee fourteen years for thy two 
„daughters, and fix years for thy cattle ; 
and thou haſt changed my wages ten 
ce times. Except the God of my F ather, 
e the God of Abraham, and the fear of 
« Iſaac had been with me, ſurely thou 1114 
« hadſt ſent me away 1 now empty: God 0 | 
„ hath ſeen mine affliction, and the la- | 0 
« bour of my hands, and. rebuked thee 1 
9 yeſternightx. The power of truth 1 
is irreſiſtable: and even Laban, though - 1116 
with an ill grace, is conſtrained to yield OLA 
to it; and matters are at length amicably 5 1 
fſettled, to their mutual ien, Tc . 
prevent as much as poſſible all future | 1 
ground of fear and ſuſpicion, a covenant 4 
of peace, and good will, is ratified be- 1 
tween them, with all the ſolemnities of: -- we 
| a ſacrifice, an oath, a monumental pillar, 10 [| 
and a feaſt of love. 
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Ix the whole of this tranſaction, we 
cannot help remarking, that Laban, the 1 
barty who had the wicked intention, and _ 
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is it's own law, the conſcience of an ho- 


tegrity? The conſcious mind, is it's 


perfect the ſecurity which he wanted; 
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the guilty conſcience, is the firſt to pro- 
poſe, and the moſt eager to employ, the 
awful formalities of compacts, and pro- 
miſes, and oaths. He knew that he him- 
{elf needed to be thus bound, and there- 
fore judges it neceſſary thus to bind the 
other. Laws are made for the violent 
and injurious ; covenants for the falſeand 
 perfidious ; the light of an upright heart 


neſt man is his own faithful witneſs, his 
own tremendous judge. What fignifies 
the opinion of the world to conſcious in- 


«© gown awful world.” 


Gui is timorous, jealous and ſuſpect- 
ing; innocence bold, believing, and gene- 
Tous. Laban employs the moſt words; . an 
Jacob has the purer and more righteous 
intention. Laban does juſtice, not from 
a regard to duty, but through fear of de- 

tection and puniſhment ; Jacob ſpeaks and 
practiſes truth, becauſe he loves it. The 
form of religion is employed by Laban, to 


Jacob 
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Jacob ſeruples not to ſuperadd the form, 
where he felt the power. Laban ſwears, 


that he might hold the other faſt; Jacob, 
becauſe he fears an oath, and is willing at 


once to ſatisfy the other, and to bind him- 


ſelf. Laban an idolater, calls to witneſs 
the gods whom the anceſtors of Abraham 


and Nahor ſerved beyond the flood; Ja- 


cob, a worſhipper of the living and true 


God, ſwears by ** the fear of his father 


$ Taac,” the God who has power to 
fave and to deſtroy, 


THz agreement being thus ſolemnly 
ratified, and the hour of ſeparation at 
length come, they part with mutual ſa- 
tisfaction; Laban, with the ſelf-gratula- 
tion of having made a virtue of neceſſity; 
and Jacob, well pleaſed to have eſcaped, 
ſo happily, from a danger ſo threatening. 
Laban returns with his train to Haran, 
and we hear of him no more; and little 
does it ſignify, what became of an old mi- 
3 ſerly knave, Whoſe name had been better 


blotted out of every record, than tranſmit- 


ted to poſterity with ſo many notes of in- 
famy upon it: and Jacob goes on his way 


rejoicing, 
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rejoicing, towards Canaan, beloved of 


— and reſpected of men. 


H x has handy bidden his fat her-in-law 
farewel, when we find the angels of God 
preſſing forwards to meet him*®. The 
Hiſtory of theſe ſuperior beings, and of 
their commerce with mankind, is fo brief, 
ſo obſcure, and ſo figurative, as rather to 
excite curioſity than to gratify it; it ſerves 


rather to furniſh matter for ſpeculation, 


than to convey diſtin, full, and exact 


information. By the angels of God, who 


are ſaid to have met Jacob on this occa- 
ſion, ſome underſtand merely human meſ- 
ſengers, whether deputed from among his 


own attendants, to explore the country 


through which he was to travel, or ſome 


friendly ſtrangers, directed that way of 


Providence, to warn him of the approach 
of his brother Eſau. But we cannot ma- 


terially err, by taking the words of Moſes 


in their literal acceptation, and according 
to the more obvious ſenſe which they 


1 convey, «© Wherefore ſhould it be thought 


* Gen. xxxii. I, 
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«a thing incredible,” that the ſame mer- 
ciful God who condeſcended to viſit Ja- 


cob's ſleep at Bethel, with a. viſion of au- 
gels, aſcending and deſcending from Hea- 


ven to earth, to cheer and encourage his 


ſolitary progreſs to Haran, ſhould vouch- 


ſafe to bleſs his waking thoughts at Maha- 


naim, with a viſit of thoſe miniſtring ſpi- 
rits, in a bodily form, to be the image and 
the aſſurance of the divine favour and pro- 


tection, in every hour of danger, in every 
time of need? What had that man to fear 
from the rage of an incenſed brother, 
though followed by an armed hoſt, around 
whom the angels of the Lord encamped | 


in two hoſts, or bands! 55 


WHETHER the Hiſtory, in 10 place, 


is to be underſtood literally or figurative- 


ly, whether theſe angels were land, or 


ſupernatural beings, this, in either view, 
well deſerves remark, that Jacob was 
not induced, in confidence of the viſion, 
to neglect any duty of piety, or of pru- 
dence. . Piety dictates that addreſs, and 


recommendation of himſelf, to the. God 


of 
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of angels and of men, which we read in 
the opening of our diſcourſe, and in 
which he chiefly reſted his ſafety : and 
prudence, made ſuch a wiſe arrangement 
of his affairs, as might either gain a bro- 
ther by kindneſs, Walt him by ſubmiſ- 
ſion, or oppoſe him with ſucceſs, 

Tux religion which aiming at things 
uncommon, miraculous, or preternatural, 
neglects or deſpiſes the plain tract of rea- 
ſon and revelation, 18 dangerous, and to be 
ſuſpected; 3 it miniſters too much to hu- 
man vanity, it would eſtabliſh a ſtandard 


vague, variable, and capricious as the 


wild imagination of man; and, making 
_ every one, in matters of faith, a law unto 
| himſelf, would depreciate the ſure word 
of prophecy, which yields a ſteady, uni- 
form, and certain light, to illuminate 4 
dark world. 


Tux diſpoſition of his company, which 
f Jacob made, in the view of meeting his 
brother, either as a friend or an enemy, 


diſcovers the deepeſt wiſdom and penetra- 
tion. 
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tion. Every thing that might revive the 
memory of their ancient grudge, is artfully 


ſuppreſſed. If there appear any oftenta- 


tion of wealth, it is wealth devoted to the 


uſe and ſervice of a brother. The meſ- 
ſage put into the mouths of the ſervants 


who conducted the droves of cattle, which 
were to be ſucceſſively delivered to Eſau, 


is wonderfully calculated to turn away 
the wrath of an angry man, my Lord 


« Eſau,” *« thy ſervant Jacob.“ And 


the preſent, judiciouſly intended to diſ- 


arm and mollify him, is, with equal 


judgment, exhibited and tendered, not all 
at once, but ſlowly and gradually; in- 


ſenſibly to ſteal upon his heart, and im- 


perceptibly to lull all his reſentments 
\ alleep. He appears voluntarily paying a 
tribute of duty, and affection, as to his 
ſovereign, not haughtily exacting ſubmiſ- 


ſion and acknowledgement, as from his 


vaſſal. Fear for hls own life had driven 
him, twenty years ago, from the face of 
Eſau, and now that his being is, as it 


were, multiplied in the perſons of ſo 
many, 
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many, dear to him as his own ſoul, his 
apprehenſion increaſes in proportion. 

Wu cannot but obſerve, though we 
need not much wonder at, the partiality 
diſcovered, in ſettling the order of this 
domeſtic proceſſion. The beloved wife, 
and her darling ſon, are placed in the 
rear, fartheſt from danger, if danger 
there were, becauſe firſt in the attention 


and reſpect, of the fond huſband and fa- 


ther. Unhappy Jacob, whether ſhall 


we pity, or blame thee? In this ma- 


nagement, I ſee the dawnings of that un- 


8 and unfortunate reference, which 


afterwards raiſed ſuch a tempeſt in the 


family, and pierced through the paternal 


heart, with ſo many ſorrows. 


Tux thirty-ſecond chapter of this Sa- 
cred Hiſtory concludes with the hiſtory 
of an event in Jacob's life, ſo very ſingu- 
lar and myſterious, as to baffle interpreta- 


tion, and defy criticiſm: I mean his 


wreſtling with a perſon unknown, in the 
form of a man, whom he afterwards de- 
ſeribes 


. 
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ſcribes as God, and againſt whom he pre- 
vailed in the conteſt, —If this tranſaction 
is to be underſtood according to the letter, 
the Spirit of God has ſeen meet to with- 
hold the narration of ſome particulars: ne- 
ceęeſlary to a clear and diſtinct comprehen- 
5 non of it; and the enquirer is ſtopt ſhort, 
with the reply of the wreſtler to Jacob's 
| requeſt, ** Tell me I pray thee thy 
| * name;” © Wherefore is it that thou 


doſt aſk after my name* **? 


A 
PPV 


T ux figurative meaning, and the prac- 
cal intention, and application, are more 
7 obvious; and it is this, indeed, with which 
I we have chiefly to do. Jacob was, that very 
morning, to meet Eſau his brother, who 
was advancing towards him, at the head 
of four hundred men. Uncertain as to 
dis diſpoſition, and intentions; conſcious 
of having given him much cauſe of of- 

fence; and apprized of the menacing and 

E refentful language which he had formerly 
| held concerning him, he ſhudders to think 


* Gen. xxxii. 29. 
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of the conſequences of this formidable 
rencounter. And, having firſt poured out 


his ſoul to God, in ſuch a dreadful emer- 


gency, and then adopted the meaſures 
for ſafety, which wiſdom, and the neceſ- 
ſity of his ſituation, ſuggeſted; he again, 
it is natural to ſuppoſe, might have re- 


courſe to earneſt prayer and ſupplication, 


and continue in it, during a great part of 


the night and morning. This, in the 
forcible and figurative phraſe of Oriental 


language, might be expreſſed by his 


66 wreſtling” with God“ to the dawning 
of the day;” and his, at length, prevail- 


ing fo far as to obtain from God ſome ſen- 
ſible ſign or token, to aſſure him that he 
ſhould be carried through this, as through 
his other dangers and diſtreſſes, unde- 
ſtroyed, unhurt.— The ſign given him, was 


calculated, at once, to expreſs approbation 


of his faith, fortitude, and perſeverance; 


and to convince him of his inferiority 


and weakneſs. The unknown wreſtler, 
though ſeemingly foiled in the combat, 
by a ſimple touch diſlocates a joint in the 
hollow of Jacob's thigh, and thereby diſ- 
CE, _ ables 
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ables him from continuing the ſtruggle. 
Might not the wiſdom of. God be em- 
ploying ſuch myſtical repreſentation, and 
expreſſion, to inſtruct men in the nature 
of prayer, and to enforce the obligation 
of it? © To the end that we ſhould 
pray always and not faint.” Do we 
prevail in our applications at the throne 
of grace? It 1s becauſe, our Heavenly 
Father is diſpoſed to yield, and ſtands 
out only to heighten our exertions, and 
to call forth our importunity. Have we 
power with God, and prevail? Then 
what is man who ſhall die, and the ſon 
of man who is a worm? Did Jacob 
fink and fail in the very moment of vic- 
tory? We are juſt what God makes, or 
permits, us to be. 


Wrarever were the real circum- 
ſtances of this extraordinary ſcene, it pro- 
cured for Jacob a new and an honourable 
name, which obliterated, to his poſterity, 
if not altogether to himſelf, that leſs ho- 
nourable appellation, which commemo- 
rated 'A little, though ſignificant incident, 
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transformed into Iirael, a prince with God, 


takes place; and we are then fitteſt for 
every ſervice, for every trial, when we 
have ſettled matters with Heaven, —He 


hoſt. But behold a greater miracle ! By 
a ſimple act of his ſovereign will, be has, 
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attending his birth; and which recorded the 
infamy of his unfair dealings with his fa- 
ther and brother; Jacob, the ſupplanter, is 


Tux viſion of the Almighty is ſcarce- 
ly over, when the interview with Efau 


who, by a touch, disjointed Jacob's thigh, 
could, by a word have ſcattered Efau's 


in a moment, changed Eſau's heart. 
They meet, they converſe, they love, 
as brothers ought. And * O-how good 
„and how pleaſant it is for brethren to 
« dwell together in unity!“ We appre- 
| hended a ſtrife of fierce and angry looks, 


of reproachful words, of violence and 


blood. But how joyful the diſappoint- 
ment ! Behold a contention of kindneſs, 
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a bleſſed conteſt of affection; the honeſt 
heart-melting triumph of nature, the no- 
ble victory of goodneſs. Let the proud, 


and 
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and the reſentful, peruſe with care this 
inimitable ſcene of tenderneſs, painted in 
colours ſo bright and ſo touching, by the 
pencil of infpiration,* and ſay whether 
it be poſſible for any gratification of re- 
venge, any depreſſion of a hated rival, 
any triumph of violence and blood, to 
3 yield any thing that deſerves the name 


of joy, compared with the ſweet — "= 
faction, which muſt have filled the bo- 


ſoms of this pair of brothers, burying 1 
animoſity and diſcord, in mutual endear- — al 
ments, and expreſſions of good will. Ah! i 
Why ſhould ſo many wretched brothers . 
as there are of us, paſs, through a world _ AR 
in which there is ſo much unavoidable + | 
miſery, eſtranged from each other ; = 1 
madly, W wickedly, interrupt 5 | | 
J and diſturb each other's paſſage, by bit- mal 
| terneſs and wrath !—What wretched 
© things are wealth, and pomp, and ſtate, 
and power, which will not permit bro- 
thers to live together in love, as they 
ought, and as, but for one or other of 
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theſe diſturbers of human quiet, they 
would ! Ss 


Suck ſcenes as that which now paſſed 
between Jacob and Eſau, ought to have 
been perpetual. But alas, it cannot be! 
Eſau muſt return to his poſſeſſion in 
Mount Seir, that very day; and Jacob A 


purſue his journey to Canaan. The pa- 


ternal roof | muſt no more cover their 
heads again, at one and the ſame time, nor 


the affectionate parents enjoy the ſupreme 


felicity of witneſſing their reconciliation, 


and of ſtrengthening it, by their blefling 


and their prayers, —Let the lower ranks 
of mankind rejoice, that a gracious Provi- 
dence, in withholding 7D them afflu- 


ence, and ftation, and diſtinction, has 
left them a bleſſing greater than all put 
together, friendſhip, and the means of 
_ exerciſing and enjoying it.—Parents, as 
ye love your children, and wiſh to have 
them near you, and to bleſs you with : 


2 ſight of their health and proſperity, 
be moderate in your views, and efforts, 


concerning them. Proſpects of ambi- 
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niſh them from your ſight, will ſeparate 


- 


upon the face of the earth. 


Iacon, by ſlow movements, as the 


required, advances home wards in a ſouth- 
weſt direction, from the ford of Penuel, 
on the ſouth bank of the Jabbok, to- 
= wards Jordan; and arrived ſafe at the 
ford of Succoth, ſo called from the booths 
which he erected there, for a temporary 


CS ts a ts 8 
9 "ag 9 r 8 
Raf e e 


of Jordan, about twelve or fifteen miles 
from Penuel; ten miles ſouth of the 
ſea of Galilee; and five, ſouth of the 
Jabbok, where it runs into Jordan: a 
city afterwards aſſigned by lot to the 
tribe of Gad. Ader reſting at Succoth, 
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E thirty-five miles; and arrives, in peace 


more than Fenty years before, at She- 
„ chem, 


3 


tion, or of avarice, will of neceſſity ba- 


them from each other, will ſcatter them 


delicate condition of part of his retinue 


repoſe to himſelf and family, in the plains 


b- about a month, he 8 to travel 
from Jordan, weſt and by ſouth, about 


and ſafety, according to the promiſe and 


covenant of the God of Bethel, ratified 
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chem, the city of Hamor the Hivite, of 
whom he bought a field, in the fame 
place where Abraham firſt pitched his 


tent, upon coming into Canaan. And 


there Jacob erected an altar, and dedi- 
_ cated it by the name of El-Elohe-Ifrael, 


God, the God of Iſrael. Now, this event 


happened, in the year of the world two 
thouſand two hundred and ſixty- ſix; be- 
fore Chriſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
en! thirty-eight ; after the flood, fix hun- 
dred and ten; from the peregrination of 
Abraham, one hundred and eighty-three; 


before Jacob's deſcent into Egypt, thir- 


ty- two; before the going out of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael N Egypt, two hundred 
and forty-ſeven ; and, in the year of Ja- 
cob's life, ninety- eight: Iſaac, his aged fa- 


ther, living then at Beerſheba, one hundred 


and fifty-ſeven years old. — And this, na- 


turally, furnifhes another reſting place, 


in the Hiſtory of our Patriarch. 


THE 3 if 8 will 
reſume the ſubject, and carry it forward 


to a concluſion, We detain you only 
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for a moment or two, to ſuggeſt a few 
thoughts on the analogy of Jacob and 


Chriſt, from this portion of the Scripture 


hiſtory.— How beautifully, and how ex- 
actly, does the account which Jacob gives 


of himſelf as a ſhepherd, correſpond to the 


character of the good ſhepherd, wha 


e oiveth his life for the ſheep ?” This 
„twenty years have I been with thee: 
„thy ews and thy ſhe- goats have not 
* caſt their young, and the rams of thy 


* flock have I not eaten. That which 


% was torn of beaſts, I brought not unto 


| «thee: I bare the loſs of it; of my 
„ hand didſt thou require it, whether 
„ ſtolen by day, or ſtolen by night. 
„Thus I was in the day the drought 
« conſumed me, and the froſt by night, 
* and my "Weep departed from mine 


66 eyes k.“ And he ſaid unto him, 


my Lord knoweth that the children 


% are tender, and the flocks and herds 


with young, are with me: and if NO 
| * ſhould over-drive them one day, all 


* Gen. xxxi. 38—40. 
the 
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* the flock will die. Let my lord, I 
pray thee, paſs over before his ſer- 
* vant: and I will lead on ſoftly, ac- 
* cording as the cattle that goeth be- 
fore me, and the children, be able to 
„ endure; until I come unto my lord 


„ unto Seir*.”—<©*<© He ſhall feed his 


* flock like a ſhepherd : he ſhall gather 


the lambs with his arm, and carry 


20 them in his boſom, and ſhall n 
„lead thoſe that are with young.“ — 
Angels thus miniſtring to the heir of the 


promiſe, at Bethel, at Mahanaim, lead our 


thoughts directly to the Annunciation, the 


Nativity, the Temptation in the wilder- | 
neſs, the Agony in the garden, the Re- 


ſurrection, the Aſcenſion ; the ſecond coming 


of our bleſſed Lord. — The wreſtling at 
Penuel is a ſtrong figurative e 
of the powerful 1 "prevalent interceſ- 
ſion of the Prince with God, Meſſiah him- 
e whoſe language is not, Father I 


5 beſeech thee,” but * Father I will. — 


* Gen. XXX111. 13, I4. + Ifaiah xxx; 


Jaco b's 
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Jacob's ſafe and happy return to Canaan, 


and to his father's houſe, every enemy be- 


ing ſubdued, either by fear, or by love, 
accom panied with two bands of ſons and 
daughters, gotten in the land where he 


was a ſtranger, and had been humbled, 
and oppreſſed, —prefigures, as ſuggeſted in 
a former diſcourſe, the triumphant return 
of the great Captain of ſalvation, to his 
Father's houſe above, loaded with the 
ſpoils of principalities and powers: the 
power of hell vanquiſhed by force, an 


ele& world redeemed, reſcued by love. 


His right hand and his holy arm hath 


* gotten him the victory: he ſhall 
* reign till he hath put all enemies under 
« his feet, © fing praiſes to his name, ſing 


b praiſe.” «Thou haſt aſcended on high, 


thou haſt led captivity captive, thou 


* haſt received gifts for men: yea, for 
e the rebellious alſo, that the Lord God 


** might dwell among them#*.” * Un- 
to him that loved us; and waſhed us 


„ Pſalms Ixvili. 18. 
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© God and his Father: to him be glory 
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from our fins in his own blood. And 
* hath made us kings and priefts unto 


« 2nd dominion for ever and ever“.“ 
Amen. 


* Rev. i. 55 6. 
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1 
AND JACOB THEIR FATHER SAID UNTO THEM, il | 
ME HAVE YE BEREAVED OF MY CHILDREN 3 | 
JOSEPH IS NOT, AND SIMEON IS NOT, AND _—_ 
YE WILL TAKE, BENJAMIN AWAY: ALL 1. 


THESE THINGS ARE AGAINST ME. AND : ll jo 
REUBEN SPAKE UNTO HIS FATHER, SAYING, Wi 
SLAY MY TWO SONS, IF I BEING HIM NOT 10 
ro THEE: DELIVER HIM INTO MY HAND, Wa 


AND I WILL BRING HIM TO THEE AC Alx. Ti} 
AND HE SAID, MY SON SHALL NOT GO þ 
DOWN WITH YOU ; FOR HIS BROTHER IS 
DEAD, AND HE IS LEFT ALONE : IF Mais- 
CHIEF BEFAL HIM BY THE WAY IN THB 
WHICH YE GO, THEN SHALL YE BRING | 
DOWN MY GRAY HAIRS WITH SORRQW 
TO THE GRAYE. = 
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TT is a pleaſing, and an uleful em- 
ployment, to trace important events 
up to their ſources; to mark the gradual 
progreſs of human affairs; to obſerve the 
ſame perſons at different periods of their 
_ exiſtence, and in different fituations; to 
_ diſcover on what delicate hinges their 
fortunes have turned; and to contem- 
plate the wiſdom, power, and goodneſs 
of divine Providence, in producing the 
greateſt effects from the ſlighteſt and 
moſt unlikely cauſes. There is no greater 
error in conduct, than to reckon certain 
actions, relating to morals, trifling and 
inſignificant, When revolutions in pri- 
vate families, and in empires, are pur- 
ſued up to the ſprings from whence they 
flow, they ate often found to commence 
in ſome little error, inadvertency, or 
folly, which at the time might have been 
deſpiſed or neglected; jo as mighty 
rivers begin their courſe, in {ome paltry 
obſcure ſtream, which the peaſant could 
dry up with the ſole of his foot. The 
paſt is infinitely leſs perſpicuous to the 


eye 
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eye of human underſtanding, than the fu- 
ture 18 to divine intelligence; God 
« ſeeth the end from the beginning, ſay- 
+ ing, my counſel ſhall ſtand, and J will 
« fulfil all my pleaſure.” The periods 


which make the moſt brilliant figure in 
the page of Hiſtory, were periods of ank- 


jety and trouble, to the men and the na- 
tions who then figured on the ſcene. A 
life of many incidents, is a life of much 


diſtreſs. When the Writer has got a 


creat deal to relate, the perſon whoſe life 


is recorded, has had a great deal to ſuffer. 


Much more is written of Jacob, 


than of any other of the Patriarchs. 


Alas! It is only ſaying, that his miſeries 


were much more numerous and ſevere. 
In a life ſhorter than his father's, by 
thirty-three years, calamity fo crowded 
upon calamity, that it ſeems extended to 


the utmoſt ſtretch of even antediluvian 
longevity. What hour, of his mature 


age, is free from pain and ſorrow? Not 
one! In what region does he find re- 
poſe? No where. Canaan, Haran, 


Egypt, 


— — — — 


224 HISTORY OF JACOB. [LEO r. x. 


Egypt, are to him almoſt equally incle- | q 
ment. As a ſon, a ſervant, a huſband, | 
a father; in youth, in manhood, in old 
age, he 1s unremittingly afflicted; and : h 
no ſooner is one difficulty ſurmounted, | 
one woe paſt, than another and a greater 
overtakes him. Formerly, he had youth- | pe 
ful blood and ſpirits, to encounter, and to J 15 
endure, the ills of life; hope ſtill cheered ce 
the heart, and ſcattered the cloud; but 0 
now, behold, the hoary head ſinking with '|Þ | 
ſorrow to the grave; the ſpirit e e 
overwhelmed, with a fea of trouble. Keen 
recollection ſummons up the ghoſts of 
former afflictions, and paſt joys recur, 
only to remind him that they are gone for 
ever; and black detpair obſcures, ex- 
cludes, the proſpect of good to come. 
What heart is not wrung, at hearing a 
poor old man, cloſing the bitter recapitu- 
lation of his misfortunes, in the words 
which I have read, . All, all theſe things 
are againſt me.“ N - 


Penkays the life of no other man, af- Y 4 
fords a like inſtance of accumulated diſ- Þ heſ; 
treſs. 


LECT. x.] HISTORY OF JACOB, 225 


treſs. The mournful detail of this even- 
ing will preſent, collected within the com- 
paſs of not many months, a ſeries of the 
heavieſt afflictions that ever man endured 
and all ſpringing up out of objects, in 
which the heart naturally ſeeks, and ex- 
1 pects, delight. An only daughter diſho- 
noured—His eldeſt hope ſtained with in- 
ceſt—Simeon and Levi polluted with in- 
nocent blood—Judah joined in marriage 
Z to a woman of Canaan, and a father by 
bis own daughter-in-law—Joſeph torn 
in pieces by wild beaſts—His beloved Ra- 
; | ; chel loſt in child-birth—His venerable fa- 
ther taken away in the courſe of nature 
The miſerable wreck and remains of his 
Jimi ready to periſh with famine Si- 
| meon a piſoner i in Egypt, —and Benjamin, 
the only remaining pledge of his Rachel's 
— ky demanded from him. What ſorrow 
| Vas ever like this ſorrow ? ** This is the 


man who hath ſeen affliction by the rod : 
* of his wrath. > 


. AD does all a partial mother's "OE 
= del; do all a father's bleſſings, withes, 
er II. P and 
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and prayers; do all the promiſes and pre- 
dictions of Heaven iſſue in this? „If in 
„this life only there where hope,” who 


ſo miſerable as God's deareſt children? 
Whoſe lot is ſo much to be deplored, as : 
that of Jacob the ſon of Haac f . 

- 2 d 
Jacos, after an abſence of more than 1 
twenty years, has returned to the land 18 


of his nativity. A guardian Providence 
has protected and delivered him from his 3 
avowed enemies, from Laban, and from th 
_ Efau; but the moſt dangerous enemies 
of his repoſe, are {til nearer to him, e“ 
are thoſe of his own houſe.” —He has 
purchaſed an eſtate, he has ſpread his 
tent, he has erected his altar; his 
% mountain ſtands ſtrong,” what can 


bu 
54 
4 8 
_ 
+ 

P 


move hin: From what flight begin- 
nings, do great events ariſe ! Dinah, the 
daughter of Jacob, prompted by fernak 
vanity, curioſity, or ſome other motive 
equally deſerving blame, ventures, unat: 
tended, beyond the verge of the pateri 


ſaperintendance and protection, and fall; 
into danger, and ſhame, She went ove 


ſay 
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ſays the Scripture, © to ſee the daugh- 
« ters of the laid.“ Joſephus affirms, 
that ſhe was attracted by the celebration 


manners of the country. Her youth; in- 
 nocence, and inexperience, inſpire confi- 
| dence ; novelty awakens curioſity ; beauty 
tempts, opportunity favours, and virtue 
zs loſt. 


FROM the firſt tranſgreſſion down to 
this day, female diſgrace and ruin have be- 
YL gun, in the gratification of an immoderate 
I defire to ſee, and to know, ſome new thing; 


and to obſerve others. One daughter of 
Iſrael is much more likely to be corrupt- 
b- cd by communication with many daugh- 


ters of Canaan; than they are to be im- 


proved, by the converſation of that one. 
| 3 There is much wiſdom, my fair friends, 
8 Win keeping far, very far, within your 
"bounds. There is danger, great dan- 
| ger, 1 in advancing to the utrhoſt limit of 
| liberty and virtue. For, the extreme 
| boundary of virtue, is alſo the extreme 
| | - 5 boundary 


$27 


of a great public feſtival, according to the 


in an inclination to exhibit themſelves, 


— 
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boundary of vice; and ſhe who goes every 
length that ſhe lawfully may, is but half 
a ſtep from going farther than ſhe ought, 
or, than ſhe intended. 


DESIRE is commonly extinguithed by 
gratification ; but it is alſo ſometimes in- 
flamed. And ſo it was with Shechem. 
The firſt diſorder of his paſſion, and it's 
effects, are not more to his ſhame than 
the reparation which he intended, and at- 
tempted, is to his honour. Indeed, if we 
except the leading ſtep in this tranſaction, 
the whole proceeding, on the part of the 
young prince, is noble and generous to a 
high degree; and it loudly reproves, and | 
An expoſes, the cool, the cruel, 
the remorſeleſs ſeducers, of a chriſtian 
age, of a civilized country. 


THE ana father receives the news 
of his daughter's diſhonour, with filent 
ſorrow : r how often does he with, in 
the ſequel, that he had for ever buried 
his grief in his own heart? Hamor rea- 
dily adopts the views of his ſon, diſdains 

3 not 
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not the alliance of a ſhepherd, courts Di- 
nah though humbled, with all the reſpe& 
due to a princeſs, and with all the munifi- 
cence becoming one who was himſelf a 
ſovereign. Thoſe who are fathers, who 
have daughters for whom they feel, or for 
whom they fear, will judge of Jacob's Il 
ſatisfaction at this propoſal. How defir- = 
| able was it to have the wound made in | 
E the fond paternal heart, inſtantly cloſed _ 
up; the ſtain upon his name wiped clean | 
away; his darling child's peace and repus WM 
tation reſtored; an honourable alliance Wl 
formed with a wealthy, virtuous, and ge- 
nerous prince; a whole people proſelyted 
from Idols to the God of Ifrael ! How - 
many ſources of exquiſite ſatisfaction ! Is 
the black cloud gathered over Jacob's 
head, going for once to deſcend in refreſh- 
ing drops, going for once, to burſt, and 
to diſperſe itſelf, into calmneſs and ſere- 
nity ? Alas, alas! The tempeſt is only 
gathering thicker around him, and dread- 
ful muſt the diſcharge of it be. 


> 
1 


I sHuDDER as I proceed. Simeon and { 
Levi, -two brother's german of Dinah, Hil 
P43 and — 
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and who, on that account, think them- _ 
ſelves peculiarly concerned in the vindi- 

cation of their ſiſter's honour, affect to 

receive Shechem's overtures with com- 

placency. They have no ſcruples but 

what ariſe from religion; let theſe be re- 
moved, and the way is cleared at once. 
Deep, deſigning, diſſembling villains! 
The 8 by God is in their mouths, 
the malice of the devil lies brooding in 
their hearts: they recommend a Bere 
ment, and they are preparing a ſacrifice, 
a horrid. human ſacrifice, conſiſting of | 
many victims, 


THERE is not a more fingular fact in f 
all Hiſtory, than the ready compliance of 
the whole inhabitants of Shechem, with 
the propoſal of changing their religion, 
and of receiving, at ſo late a period in life, 
the painful en of circumciſion. Great 
muſt have been the authority Which Ha- 
mor had over them, or great the affection 
which they bare him. Unhappy man! 
he practiſed a little deceit, in ſtating the 
caſe to his people, but was himſelf much 
more groſsly deceived. And I greatly 
. queſtion 
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queſtion whether he would have prevailed, 
had not the temptation of Jacob's cattle, 
and his other ſubſtance, been held out as 


a motive to obtain their conſent. Comply 


however they did, and it proved fatal to 
them: for, on the third day, the two ſons 
of Jacob already mentioned, attended pro- 
bably by a band of their friends and ſer- 


vants, ruſhed upon them, and put them all 


to the {word. ©* Curſed be their anger, 


for it was fierce; and their wrath, for 


it Was cruel: I Will divide them in 
L + Jacob, and ſcatter them! in Iſracl“.“ 25 


WE no where meet with an inſtance of 


more ſavage, indiſcriminating barbarity. 


For the offence of one, a whole nation is 
mercileſsly cut off; and rapine cloſes the 


ſcene of blood, for they plundered the 
city, and carried off the wretched women 
captive, whoſe huſbands they had ſlain. 


Horrid, infernal paſſion! And how was _ 
Dinah's honour repaired by this ? And 


theſe. fimple, eaſy, believing men, theſe 
harmleſs, unoftending women, what had 


4 Gen. xlix. 7. 


ES. they 


——— — — — 8 
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they done ? Daughters of Canaan ! dearly 
have ye bought the favour of a viſit from 
Jacob's laughter, Idle and unhallowed 
was the opening of the ſcene, and dread- 
ful has the concluſion been. I ſhould not 


have been ſurprized to hear of a confede- 
Tacy among all the neighbouring ſtates, 
to exterminate ſuch a band of robbers, and 


murderers, from the face of the earth. Ja- 
cob is juſtly alarmed with the apprehenſion 
of this, and, warned of God, removes 


from the neighbourhood of Shechem to 


Bethel ; a ſoot that brought to his recol- 


lection, calmer, happier days—when he 


was flying, indeed, from his country, 
without wealth, without a friend; but 
free alſo from the anxiety, the vexation, 


and the care which an increaſed family, 


and abounding wealth have brought up- 


8 him. How much better is it to go 
childleſs, than have children to be the 


grief and plague of a man's heart * 


BEING Cc at Bethel, where he had 
been bleſſed with the viſions of the Al- 
mighty, on his way t to Padan- aram, he 

deems 
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deems it a proper time and place to purge 
his family of every veſtige of idolatry. It 
is no eaſy matter to live in an idolatrous, 


or irreligious country, without loſing a 
ſenſe of religion, or acquiring a wrong 
one. This is one of the greateſt evils which 


attend travelling into diſtant lands, Our 


young men who reſide long abroad, what- 
ever elſe they bring back to their native 


country, generally drop by the way, the 
pious principles which they were taught 


in their youth. Some perſons very near- 


ly related to Jacob, I am afraid, had a 


violent hankering after the gods beyond 
the flood. Why elſe did Rachel ſteal | 


away the images which were her fa- 


ther's? However that be, Jacob now 
diſpoſes of them- in a proper manner, 


and buries every ſhred that could miniſ- 


ter to idolatry, under the oak that was 
by Shechem. The conduct of Jacob's 


ſons had, of neceſſity, awakened a hoſtile 


ſpirit in the country againſt him, which 
had it not been providentially reſtrained, 


muſt hove proved fatal to him, but * the 
terror of God was upon the cities that 
| + were 
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« were round about them, and they did 
4 not purſue after the ſons of Jacob®*.” 


ABour this time, a breach was made 
in the family, by the death of Deborah, 
Rebekah's nurſe; the threatening, and 
the forerunner of a much heavier ſtroke : 
for juſt after they had left Bethel, as he 
was on his way finally to join his father, 
with all his family, with a heart exulting, 
no doubt in the proſpect of preſenting to 
his venerable parents the wives and chil- 
dren which God had given him. Rachel, 
his much loved Rachel, is ſuddenly taken 
in labour, by the way fide, and dies, after 
bearing another ſon.—Unhappy woman! 

She falls a victim to what ſhe had covet- 
ed ſo earneſtly. Give me children elſe 
1 die,“ in her haſte, in the bitterneſs 
of her heart, ſhe exclaimed : ſhe obtains 
her wiſh, and it proves fatal to her, God 
gives her children, and ſhe dies. Reſent- 
ment at her vehemence and impatience, 
is loſt in ſorrow for her Joſs. 
Gen. xxxv. 5. 


Tas 
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Taz Hiſtory does not expand itſelf 


here, but ſimply relates the fact. Some 
cauſes are injured, not aſſiſted, by a mul- 
tiplicity of words. The feelings of the 
Patriarch, on this occaſion, are rather to be 


conceived than deſcribed. Rachel early, 


conſtantly, tenderly loved; earned with 
long and ſevere ſervitude; endeared by 
knowledge and habit, and rendered more 


important and valuable by fruitfulneſs, 


could not be loſt without pain. It was 


natural for the dying mother to think of 
perpetuating the memory of her mortal 
anguiſh, by giving the ſon whom ſhe 
brought into life, at the expence of her 
own, the name of Ben- oni, the ſon of 
** my ſorrow;“ it was wiſe and pious in 


the ſurviving father, to preſerve, rather 


the memory of the benefit received, than 


of the loſs ſuſtained ; and by the name of 
Benjamin, „ the ſon of my right hand,” 
to mark and record ſubmiſſion to, and truſt 
in Providence, rather than to perpetuate 
his grief, by retaining the maternal appella- 


tion, which ſeemed to murmur at, and to 
reflect dan, the diſpenſations of the Al- 


mighty. 
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mighty. Dying in child-birth, it was 
found neceſſary to bury her with greater 
expedition, than a removal of the corpſe 
to the cave of Machpelah permitted; 
though there the precious duſt of Sarah, 
and of Abraham, repoſed. And, as it is 
happily ordered by nature, Jacob amuſes, 
ſoothes, and ſpends his grief, which 
might otherwiſe have oppreſſed and 
ſpent him, in erecting a monument to 
Rachel's memory.—— Thus, what the 
heart, in the firſt paroxyſm of it's an- 
guith, intends as the means of rendering 
grief laſting or continual, gradually, im- 
perceptibly, and moſt graciouſly, extin- 
guiſhes it altogether, 5 


WyHiLE this wound was ſtill bleeding,” 
the Patriarch's heart is pierced through | 
with another ſtroke, if not ſo acute, per- 
haps more overwhelming. Reuben his 
eldeſt hope, raiſed and diſtinguiſhed by 
Providence, placed in the foremoſt rank 
among many brethren, degrades and diſ- 
honours himſelf by the commiſſion of a 
crime, which modeſty bluſhes to think 
| of, 
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of, and „ ſuch as is not ſo much as 
& named among the Gentiles” a crime 
which blended the guilt and ſhame of 
another with his own; which could not 


make the uſeful apologies of ſurprize, of 


temptation, or of paſſion for itſelf. But 
let us haſten from it. We can fit and 
weep a while upon the grave of Rachel ; 
but from the inceſtuous couch of Reu- 


ben, imagination flies away with horror 
and diſguſt —What a dreadful, licenti- 
ous, irregular and diſorderly family, is 


the family of pious Jacob! Each of his 


ſons is worſe and more wicked than ano- 
ther. Accurſed Laban! I ſee thy infernal 
avarice at the bottom of all this diſorder 


and wickedneſs! It was that which firſt 


introduced a multiplicity of wives into 
Jacob's boſom, it was that which cre- 


ated, and kept up, jarring intereſts in his 


family, and gave birth to thoſe unhal- 


lowed, diſgraceful, headſtrong paſſions, 


which diſturbed his peace, pierced his 
heart, and diſhonoured his name. 


Ax 
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AN afflition, more in the order of na- 
ture, and whoſe certain and gradual ap- 
proach muſt have prepared the heart to 
meet it, at length overtakes him. After 
an abſence of more than twenty years, he 
rejoins his aged father, now in his one hun- 
dred and ſixty-third year, at Arbah, after- 
wards called Hebron; The city where 
Abraham and Iſaac ſojourned.” Alt does 
not appear whether Rebekah yet lived, or 
n. IF ſhe did, what muſt have been her 
feelings, at embracing her long loſt, dar- 
ling ſon ; and at finding him ſo abundantly 
increaſed, in children, and in wealth? Pure 
and perfect is the delight of a grand-mo- 
ther, as ſhe careſſes the young ones of a 
beloved child, the heirs and repreſenta- 
tives of the huſband of her youth, the 
ſupporters of his name, of his proſpe cs, 
and of his dignity. 


IN phe, his family to his fa- 
ther, Jacob muſt have been agitated by 
various and mixed emotions. It was na- 
tural for the old man to enquire minutely, 
into the events of his ſon's life, during 


the 
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the tedious years of their ſeparation; 


into the characters and qualities of his 


grand- children; into the ſtate of Jacob's 


worldly circumſtances; much more, in- 
to the ſtate of his mind, as a believer, and 
the heir of the promiſe. The anſwer to 
theſe parental enquiries, mult, of neceſſity, 
have awaked in the boſom of the wretch- 
ed ſufferer, ten thouſand melancholy and 
painful ſenſations; and torn open afreſh 
thoſe wounds which the lenient hand of 
time had begun to cloſe pp. The hard- 


ſhips which he endured in Padan-aram, 
the ſeverity, churliſhneſs, and deceit of 


Laban, would riſe again to view; and al- 


moſt every child, as he preſented them 
one by one, to his fire, muſt have ſug- 
geſted ſome mortifying and diſtreſsful 


circumſtance, to wring his heart. Dinah, 
not in the bloom and dignity of virgin in- 


nocence, but humbled and diſhonoured, 


robbed of that which makes youth lovely, 


and age reſpected: Simeon and Levi, 
her brothers, polluted with innocent 
blood; and Reuben, his“ firſt born, his 


Tens might, and the beginning of his 


„ ſtrength, 
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e ſtrength, the excellency of dignity, 
% and the excellency of power,” ſtained 


with inceſt: Judah his fourth ſon, who 


had begun to build up a family of his 
own, but it was by. a Canaanitiſh wo- 


man*, whoſe progeny involved him in 
complicated guilt, and covered him with 
ſhame: Joſeph and Benjamin, fair as 
the opening bloſſoms of the vernal role, 


and precious as the purple fluid which 


- vilited his fad heart :—but alas! the 
highly valued ſtock which had ſhot 
forth theſe two lovely branches, prema- 
turely cut down and withered ; his be- 
loved Rachel is no more ; and he is de- 
prived of even the poor conſolation, of 
reflecting, that her facred duſt flept in 


the 3 VERY with that of his vener- 
able anceſtors. But to have the privi- 


lege of pouring his ſorrows into the bo- 


ſom of a father, was the alleviation, if 


not the cure, of them: and he who, by 


meditation,” and faith, and prayer, had 
overcome the world, and lived ſo long 


1n Heaven, was well qualified for admi- 


* Gen. XXXVIIL. 2, 18, 24, 25, 26. 
niſtring 
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niſtring the vivifying cordial to the faint- 
ing ſoul, to apply the ſovereign balm to 
the aching heart of a ſon, who had been 
a ſtill greater ſufferer than himſelf. 

Bur the calamities of neither the fa- 
ther nor the ſon, are as yet come to a pe- 
riod; and they have {till to interchange 
ſorrows, for a loſs, more bitter and op- 
preſſive than any which they have yet en- 
dured. For, in little more than ſix years 
from their re- union, while Iſaac, now one 
hundred and ſeventy years old, was pa- 
| tiently looking for his diſmiſſion from 


| this ſcene of trouble, and preparing to 


enter the harbour of eternal reſt, he 18 
driven back upon the tempeſtuous ocean, 
and doomed to toil and grieve ten years 
more of a weary life, deploring an af- 
fiction, which admitted of no conſola- 
tion, and which at length brought his 
white head with ſorrow to the grave. 
At this period it was, that Joſeph, beau- 
tiful and young, Joſeph, the delight of 
God and man, Joſeph, the memorial of 
Rachel, the pride of Jacob, the prop of 
Yor, II. 3 | aac: $ 
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Iſaac's old age, diſappeared, and was heard 


of no more, till many years after his ve- 


nerable grandſire ſlept in the duſt. 


JAcoz, ſinking himſelf into the duſt, 


under the preſſure of a burthen which na- 


ture was unable to ſuſtain, 1s at length 


called to perform the laſt ſad office of 
filial affection, and to lay his hand upon 
the already extinguiſhed orbs, of his ho- 


noured father: willing. and longin g: lam 


perſuaded, to have Jeſvended with him 
into the grave. But not the leaſt event- 
ful part of his Hiſtory is yet to come. 
It will, benceforward, be blended with 
that of Joſeph, which now ſolicits our at- 
tention. O could we but bring to the 


ſtudy and diſplay of it, a ſmall portion of 
that native liroplicity, that divine elo- 
quence, that celeſtial energy, which glow 


and ſhine upon the hallowed page of In- 


ſpiration! With what delight and ſucceſs 
ſhould we then ſpeak; and, with what 
pleaſure and profit, you ſhould then lend 
A liſtening ear! 


THE 
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THz ſtory of Jacob, as it proceeds, 
teaches many uſeful leſſons for the con- 
duct of life, and opens many ſources of re- 
ligious inſtruction. Who would not ra- 
ther be honeſt, unſuſpecting, believing Ja- 
cob, than dark, deſigning, ſelfiſh 3 
And yet, who does not ſee the neceſſity 
of blending the wiſdom of the ſerpent, 
with the harmleſſneſs of the dove ?— 
We mourn to think on the prevalence of 
thoſe fiery and ungovernable paſſions 
which ſeparate, and ſcatter, and alienate 
thoſe, whom God and nature deſigned to 
live together, and to love one another, 
and which robs human life of many in- 
ſtants of felicity which might have been 
in it. Why ſhould Iſaac and Jacob 
have lived twenty years aſunder, to their 
mutual diſcomfort, and diſtreſs? The 
vile ſpirit of this evil world aroſe; the 
ſpirit of pride, emulation, ambition, ava- 
rice, fear, revenge, drove Jacob into a 
miſerable exile, and left his father a for- 
lorn, forſaken, anxious, blind old man. 
Happy that poverty, which permits the 
parent and his child to cheriſh each 


2 other, 
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other, till the cold hand of death chill the 
heart! Happy obſcurity, which excludes 
envy, and forces not a man to be an 
enemy to his own brother! 


Wr have ſeen in the Patriarch, a man 
like ourſelves, © bruiſed and put to 


46: pres "Tos 40 | 
grief,“ the image of one greater 


„man,“ „ a man of ſorrows and ac- 
« quainted with grief,” whoſe woes 
commenced in the manger, and ceaſed 
not till they were lulled to reſt in the 
/omb. © The Son of man” who“ came 
not to be miniſtred unto, but to mini- 
«* ſter.” „The heir of all things” who 


emptied himſelf, and voluntarily aſſumed 


„ the form of a ſervant.“ 


*© AND they gave unto Jacob all the 
„ ſtrange gods which were in their hand, 
and all their ear- rings which were in 


« their ears; and Jacob hid them under 


„the oak which was by Shechem“.“ — 


And Jeſus went up to Jeruſalem, and 


* Gen. xxxv. 4. 


& found 
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« found in the temple thoſe that ſold 
% oxen, and ſheep, and doves, and the 
„ changers of money, fitting. And 
„ when he had made a ſcourge of ſmall 
4 cords, he drove them all out of the 
« temple, and the ſheep, and the oxen, 
* and poured out the changer's money, 
et and overthrew the tables: And faid 
* unto them that fold doves, Take theſe 
« things hence, make not my Father's 
e houſe an houſe of merchandiſc#, 8 


JAcog preſented to his father a nume- 
| rous and thriving offspring ; but children 
| perverſe nd rd. their father's | 
| ſhame and forrow. But when our Spi- 
| ritual Head ſhall preſent his redeemed to 
„his Father and our Father, to his God 
«6 and our God,” ſaying, Here am I, 
and the children thou haſt given me,” 
the parental eye ſhall diſcern in them, 
% neither ſpot, nor wriukle, nor any fuch 
„thing.“ Our Father in Heaven ever 
lives, „ exalted that he may ſhew 


* John ii. 13—16. 
RE 3 = 
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mercy;“ our © Redeemer liveth,” * he 
eis riſen again, he is even at the right 
hand of God, he alſo maketh interceſſion 
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NOW ISRAEL LOVED JOSEPH MORE THAN ALL 


HIS CHILDREN, BECAUSE HE WAS THE SON 


'OF HIS OLD AGE: AND HE MADE HIM A 
cor OF MANY COLOURS. AND WHEN 
HIS BRETHREN SAW THAT THEIR FATHER 


LOVED HIM MORE THAN ALL HIS BRE- 
THREN, THEY HATED HIM, AND COULD. 


NOT SPEAK PEACEABLY UNTO HIM. 


HE hiſtory of mankind exhibits an 


unceaſing contention between the 


folly and wickedneſs of man, and the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God. Men are 


continually ſtriving to outdo, to morti- 
fy, and to hurt ach other; but a gra- 
cious Providence, by oppoſing i to 


ſpirit, intereſt to intereſt, force to force, 


Q 4 preſerves 
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preſerves the balance, and ſupports the fa- 
bric. His ſovereign Power and matchleſs 
Skill, produce re harmony from the 
confuſed, the contending, the diſcordant 
tones, of human paſſions. He controls, 
and ſubdues, a diverſity which threatened 
diſorder, ſeparation, and deſtruction; in- 
to a variety which pleaſes, which unites, 
Which cements, and preſerves mankind. 
And a more conſolatory, a more com- 
poling, a more fatisfying view, of the 
divine Providence we cannot indulge 
ourſelves in, than this merciful ſuperin- 
tendance, which it condeſcends to take, 
of the affairs of men, and of every thing 
that affects their virtue, or their * 5 
neſs. The diſorders that prevail in the 
natural world, under the ſubduing hand 
of Heaven, range themſelves into order 
and peace. The convulſions that ſhake 
and diſturb the moral world, directed, 
checked, and counterbalanced, by a power 
amet) atabtter than themſelves, ſubſide 
into cranquillity, through the very agt- 
tation and violence AR they had ac- 
quired, * Surely 0 Lord the wrath of 


© man 
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man ſhall praiſe thee, and the remain- 


« der of wrath thou ſhalt reſtrain.''— 
When the tumult is over, and the noiſe 
ceaſes, Religion rears up her head, and 
ſays in the words of Joſeph to his bre- 
thren, © but as for you, ye thought evil 
e againſt me, but God meant it unto 
“ good, to bring to paſs, as it is this day, 
** to fave noch people alive®, 2 


Wx are now come to a paſſage of the 


Sacred Hiſtory, of uncommon beauty and 
importance; whether we conſider the ſim- 


plicity and grace of the narration, the 
affecting circumſtances of the ſtory, the 
intereſting and inſtructive views of the 
human heart which it unfolds, the many 
plain and uſeful leſſons which it teaches; 


and the mighty conſequences, both near 
and remote, which reſulted to the fa- 
mily of Jacob, to the Egyptian monar- 

chy, and to the human race, from inci- 
dents, at firſt, infignificant and ſeemingly 


contemptible, but gradually ſwelling i in- 
to magnitude, embracing circle after 


* Gen. 1. 20. 


circle, 
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circle, extending from period to period, 
till all time and ſpace are occupied by 
them. 1 


IsAAc was now as good as dead; 
calmly looking forward to his latter 
end; alive only to ſentiments of piety 
and of pain; and Jacob was, at length, 
ſettled in the land wherein his father was 
a ſtranger ; increaſed in wealth, rich in 
children, rich in piety, but advanced in 
years and loaded with affliction. Ja- 
cob's family, the ſalt of the earth, was 

itſelf in a very putrid and corrupted 
ſtate; and the heads of the twelve tribes 
of Iſrael, were, themſelves, very bad men. 
The unhappy father endeavours to ſoothe 
the anguiſh, ariſing from the ill- behaviour 
of his grown-up ſons, by the pleaſing proſ- 
pets, which the more amiable qualities 
of his younger children, opened to him. 


TE ſacred Hiſtorian introduces to us 
the favourite character of Joſeph, with 
wonderful art and {kill. From the very 

firſt moment, we become intereſted in 
him. 
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him. He his the long expected ſon of 


beauteous Rachel his mother was dead 
—he had now attained his ſeventeenth 
year—and he was the darling object of 


his father's affection. Jacob's affection, 


however, has not blinded him ſo far, as 


to bring up even his favourite ſon, in 


idleneſs. Little does that man conſult 
either the credit, or the comfort, of his ſon, 
who breeds him to no uſeful employ- 


ment: for indolence is the nurſe of vice, 


the parent of ſhame, the ſource of miſery. 


Unfortunately for him, at the fame time, 
Joſeph is aſſociated in employment, with 
perſons whoſe converſation was not likely - 
greatly to improve his morals; and whoſe 
diſpoſitions towards him, did not promiſe 
much to promote his happineſs ; ; the lad. 


„ was with the ſons of Bilhah, and with 
„ the ſons of Zilpah, his father's wives; 


who alas ! ſeem to have inherited much 


more of the ſpirit of the bond-woman who 
was their mother, than of the free man 


who was their father. What were the 


particulars of their ill conduct we are 


not told; but Joſeph obſerved it, was 
orieyed 
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grieved and offended, and reported it to 
his father. is 1 
Jaco is not wholly irreprehenſible in 
this. It was imprudent to truſt a well- 
inclined young man, at that delicately 
dangerous ſeaſon of life, far, or long, out 
of his fight, and in ſuch company. It 
was wrong to encourage, in Joſeph, a ſpi— 
rit of cenſoriouſneſs and fſelf-conceit. It 
was madneſs to add fuel to thoſe reſent- 
ments, which his ill-diſguiſed partiality, 
to this ſon of his old age, had already Kin- 
dled in the breaſts of his other children. 
But his underſtanding ſeems quite blinded, 
by love for the boy; and he proceeds from 
weakneſs to weakneſs. As if he had not 
' raiſed up enemies enough to him, by coun- 
tenancing in him the odious character 
of tale-bearer, he goes on to expoſe him 
to the hatred of all the family, by dret- 
ſing up his darling in“ a coat of many 
& colours.” What a foundation of miſ- 
chief was here laid? The brothers mutt 
have been much leſs inflammable than 
they were well known to be, not to have 
8 5 taken 
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taken fire at this indiſcreet, this ridicu- 


lous diſtinction; and Joſeph himſelf muſt 


have poſſeſſed a mind much more firm, 


and more enlightened, than ſeventeen 
generally diſcovers, not to have felt, at 
leaſt, ſome tranſient emotions of vanity, 
inſolence and ſelf-ſufficiency, in being 
thus favoured above the reſt. The fi 
ther was, therefore, injurious to all, but 


molt to himſelf. His houſe is now in 


flames, and he himſelf fired the train. 


PARENTS, as ye love your repoſe, as 


you value your children, as you would 
have them dwell together in unity, as ye 
would not put a dagger into a brother's 


hand, to ſhed a hae. blood, guard 


yourſelves well againſt partial aliens: 


or; i urheppity you have conceived 
them, conceal it from every eye, let 
not the favourite ſee it, let not his rival 
ſuſpect it. Let reaſon, let religion, let 
that very partiality itſelf, teach you to 


be wiſe and juſt.— Parents, as ye prize 


the underſtanding, the virtue, the true 


dignity of your RY TER let them never 
be taught to think that dreſs confers 


conſe- 


— 


— — 


ws His roRY OF [LECT. xI. 


conſequence, that finery implies worth, 
that the body deſerves more attention than 
the mind. Let not even your daughters 
be led, through your filly vanity, to be- 
lieve that any part of their excellence con- 
| fiſts in the ſplendor of their appearance; 
but ſtill inculcate upon them that a mind 
ſtored with virtues; with modeſty, meek- 
neſs, g gentleneſs, patience, humility, 18 
both to God and man, a ſight infinitely 
more pleaſing, than the moſt beautiful per- 
ſon, adorned with jewels and lace, if theſe, 
or any one of. theſe, be wanting. Let 
them know early, and hear frequently, 
that cleanlineſs and decency are virtues 
which they ought to acquire and to prac- 
tiſe; but that a curiouſly ornamented 
body is, to a diſcerning eye, nothing but 
the indication, and he wretched tawdry 
| covering, of a naked foul. 


1 rTnrxx J ſee the ill 1 effect of Jacob 8 
fondneſs on Joſeph himſelf. What 
could have ſuggeſted thoſe dreams of his 
on ſuperiority, the recital of which 


: was ſo offenſive to his brothers, and 
which 
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which drew from his father himſelf, 
check and reproof? It muſt have been the 
petulancy of his waking thoughts, buoyed 


up by confidence in paternal preference and 


favour. It will be ſaid, that they were in- 
timations from above, of his future great- 
neſs and eminence. Alt is readily admitted. 
But of what ſtuff does the foreknowledge 
and power of God frame prognoſticks and 
_ predictions ? Sometimes, perhaps often, of 
the violent propenſities, and defires, of 


men's own minds; and many events ſcem 


to have been predicted, not becaule they 


are to comes to pals, but they come to paſs, 


becauſe they have been predicted. 


Tux dreams themſelves, are the natu- 


ral working of a young mind, inflated by 


indulgence. The repetition of them, 
where they were ſure to occaſion diſguſt, 
marks a ſimplicity, an innocence, a boyiſh 


thoughtleſſneſs and indiſcretion, which it 
were cruel ſeverely to cenfure, but which 
wiſdom can by no means approve. And 


the whole taken together ; the prognoſtic 
with the realization, the cauſe with the 
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effect, the prophecy with the event, form 


a wonderful and inſtructive contraſt of the 
weakneſs of man, and the power of 
God; the meanneſs of the materials, and 
the magnificence of the fabric; the fee- 
bleneſs of the inſtrument, and the force 


of the hand which employed it. 


 Troven Jacob was not altogether pleaſed 
with the ſpirit which theſe dreams, and 


the rehearſal of them, diſcovered, yet they 

had a very different effect upon him, from 
What they had upon his ſons. They en- 

vied and hated him the more; he, ob- 

_ & ſerved the ſaying.” Whether from a 
father's partial fondneſs, or inſtructed by 
that Spirit who afterwards diſcloſed fu- 


turity to him, down to the gathering of 


the people to Shiloh, he conſidered 1 


doubling of the viſion, and it's coinciding 
purport, as portending ſomething great 
and good, to his beloved child; and . ſits 


W patiently to wait the iſſue. And, 


as we ſhall preſently find, it was haſtening 
towards it's concluſion in a courſe much 


more rapid, and by means much more ex- 


traordinary, 
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traordinary, than any which he could 
Pune apprehend. 


By this time, the power of Jacob's fa- 
mily was grown fo great, or :the terror, 


inſpired by the cruel murder of the She- 


chemites was ſo far effaced, that his ten 
eldeſt ſons adventure, into the neighbour- 


hood of that city, to feed their flocks. The 
diſtance from Beerſbeba, whereJacobdwelt, 


being conſiderable, their abſence being ex- 


tended to a length of time that created 
anxiety, and though heir apprehenfions 
| might, a ſolicitous tather's anxiety not be- 

5 ing quite laid to reſt, he thinks proper, 
| to ſend Joſeph from Hebron, to enquire. 
after their welfare, and to bring him 
word again. Unhappy father and ſon! 

Little did they think the parting of that 
day, was to be for ſuch a length of dura- 


tion. Blind that we are to futurity ! 


We „ cannot tell what a day may bring 
« forth.” The laſt meeting, the laſt part- 


ing; the laſt coming in fo going out; 
the laſt time of i and of t ; 
the laſt of every thing 


g, muſt ſoon over = 


Yor: 1, - R | take 
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take us all.— Joſeph, accordingly, leaves 


ht father's houſe, never, never, to re- 


turn to it more; and goes forth in queſt 
of his brethren. | 


Ov tender affections are now ſtrongly, 


excited for-the hapleſs youth. We behold 


a lad of ſeventeen, who had never till 


now been from beneath the protection of 


paternal care and tenderneſs ; whole face 


* the wind of Heaven” had never hi- 
therto “ viſited too roughly;“ Whoſe ſpi- 
rit mortification had never galled, whoſe 


| heart affliction had never yet pierced, — 
thrown at once into the wide world, miſ- 


ſing his way in an unknown country, ex- 
poſed to ſavage beaſts, or more ſavage 
men, coming at length to the place of his 
deſtination, but diſappointed of finding 
what he looked for there; and, nally, 
falling into the hands of butchers, where 


he expected brothers. If ever there were 


an object of compaſſion, it is now before 
us. TI obſerve his young heart flutter 


with joy, when after all his wanderings, 


and anxieties, he deſcries his brothers, and 
their 
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their tents, and their flocks, afar of 1 


while he delivers his father's greeting, 
and tells the tale of his own youthful ſor- 


| blooming countenance fluſhed with de- 


being again among friends, of having 


peace, with kind and affectionate en- 
| quiries, after their health and proſperity : 
© —They meet him with looks of averſion, 


thou ghts of blood. 


ſociety, at that period. They digeſt, and 


coolneſs, as we would an improvement 


found no Pity at their hands, when they 


ſee the tear of tenderneſs ruſh to his eyes, 


rows, and miſtakes, on the road. I ſee his 


light, and ſatisfaction, at the thought of 


once more a vrotettor, Ah cruel, cruel 


diſappointment ! They have been plot- 
ting his ruin, they have devoted him to 
death. He comes to them with words of : 


with words of contempt and hatred, with 
Tux Hiſtory of Jacob's family exhi- 
bits a ſhocking view, of manners, and of 
execute, a plan of-murder, with as much 


in agriculture, or an adventure in trade. 
It is no wonder that the poor Shechemites 
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are ſo loſt to the feelings of nature, hu- 
manity, and filial duty, as to deliberate, 
and determine, without ceremony or re- 
morſe, upon their own brother's death. 
The trifling incident of the dreams lies 


rankling in their boſoms, „ behold” ſay 


they this dreamer cometh.“ 


WEIL has our blefſed Lord cautioned 
his diſciples, againſt the uſe of contemp- 
tuous expreſſions, one to another, for how- 
ever flight and inſignificant a hard, or ri- 
diculous name, at firſt ſight may appear, it 
proceeds from an unkind heart, and par- 


takes of the nature of murder. It is no 
uncommon thing for men, who have quite 


got over every ſcruple of conſcience, and 


all ſenſe of duty, ſtill to retain ſome re- 
gard. to decency ; and to reſpect opinion, 
and appearances, after the heart is be- 


come perfectly callous. Though they can 
remorſeleſsly reſolve on ſhedding blood, 
they have not confidence enough to 
avow their violence and barbarity, but 


craft and falſhood muſt be called in, to 
cover their villainy from the eye of the 


World. 


33 
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world. Come now therefore, and let 
«© us ſlay him; and caſt him into ſome 
pit, and we will ſay, ſome evil beaſt 
„ hath devoured him: and we ſhall ſee 


That there ſhould have been one of the 
ten, capable of conceiving, and ſuggeſt- 
ing, ſuch a deed of e had been 
wonderful; but that only one of the ten 
ſhould riſe up to intercede for the un- 
happy victim, exceeds all belief. We 
almoſt loſe the remembrance of Reuben's 


on the ſide of virtue, and calls, at leaſt, 
for pardon, if not for commendation. 


Josxru was now at hand; and O how 
out of his coat, his coat of many co- 


* Gen. xxxvii. 20. 


7 | «© took 


„what will become of his dreams*.”” 


filthineſs, in his good natured attempt to 
ſave his brother. If there were ſome- 
, thing of deceit, in the propoſal which he 
made to the reſt, for this purpoſe, it was 


different his reception, from what he 
fondly expected! They ſtript Joſeph 


d lours that was on him. And they 
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took him, and caſt him into a pit: and 


e the pit was empty, there was no wa- 
& terin 1t*.” With truth has the wiſe 


man ſaid, the tender mercies of the 


© wicked are cruel. The demons of 
envy and revenge have taken poſſeſſion 


of their hearts; in vain he weeps, in 


vain he prays, in vain employs the ten- 
der names of father, and brother, to win 
their pity. The coat, the odious coat, 


the badge of a partial father's fondneſs, 
ſteels their breaſts : they ſtrip it off with 
more of ſavage joy, than ever the doting 
parent felt of ſatisfaction, in ſeeing him 
put it on, or the hapleſs youth himſelf, 
in wearing it.—The horror of being caſt 
alive into a pit, to periſh with hunger, is 
not to be conceived, much leſs expreſſed. 
What muſt it then have been, to a heart 
like Joſeph's, tremblingly alive to the 


keeneſt ſenſations of pain ; acquainted, 


till then, only with gentleneſs and in- 
dulgence, and now dreadfully awakened : 


to perceive the full extent of his miſery ! 


* Gen. XXXxvil. 23,5 24. 
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Inſtant death had been merey to one in | | 
ſuch a ſituation, 9 : | 

As if they had done nothing, they fit || 
down unconcernedly, to eat bread. Sa- } 
vage monſters! could the moderate | 1 
cravings of their own appetite fail to re- 
mind them of the wretched ſtate of their l 
poor brother, fail to ſuggeſt the miſery of = 


periſhing for want, fail to awaken com- 
paſſion 1 in ſome gentle boſom ? Yes, with 
his piercing tricks yet ſounding in their 
cars, with his piteous ſupplicating looks 
yet before their eyes, they indulge the 
commoneſt, loweſt cravings of their own 


nature, and calmly conſign him to a 

lingering death; the bitterneſs of which 
was every inſtant increaſed, by the flow- i 
neſs of it's approach. And now, behold, | 
the darling of Jacob on the very brink of - 1 
deſpair; when Providence, wiſer than jj 
they were cunning, and more powerful j 
than they were wicked, interpoſes for his jj 
deliverance. | 
Lb: lr ö 
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Ir was ſo ordered of Heaven, that a 
travelling company, or caravan, of Iſh- 
maelitiſh merchants paſſed by, while they 


were at dinner, in the courſe of their traf. 


fic to Egypt. A thought occurred to Ju- 
dah, whoſe heart now began ſomewhat 
to relent, that an opportunity offered of 


ridding themſelves of their hated rival, 


without incurring the guilt of ſhedding 
his blood; namely, that of ſelling him for 
a ſlave to the Iſhmaelites, who he knew 


would carry him along with them into 
Egypt, fell him over again for profit, 
and thereby for ever prevent the poſhbi- 
ty of his return, to detect their vil- 


lany, and to renew his pretenſions to ſu- 


periority over them. No ſooner was 
this propoſal made, than it was aſſented 
to; and they, who a little while before 
made nothing of taking away their bro- 


ther's life, with leſs ſcruple and cere- 


mony ſtill, take upon them to rob him 


of his liberty; and, as if he had been a 


bullock, or a kid, trom the flock, ſell 


him for twenty pieces of filver, into the 
hands of ſtrangers. | 


O THE 
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O THz wonder-working hand of God! 


The circumſtances which lately ſeemed to 
poor Joſeph ſo untoward and unfavourable, 
were working together for the preſerva- 


tion of his life, and were paving the way 
to glory. Had he not wandered in the 


Held, his arrival had happened too early, for 


the paſſing by of theſe merchants to ſave 


him; had he found his brethren in She- 


chem, as he expected, inſtead of Dothan, 
he had been out of the track which his 


deliverers took. ** Who can tell what 


is good or evil for a man,” till the end 


come, and the myſtery of Providence 


be unfolded ? Theſe, to the eye of man, 
are little accidental circumſtances ; but 
they are a part of a vaſt arrangement, 

made by him who 5 


« after the counſel of his own will,” 


bring about a great purpoſe. There _ 


hte almoſt imperceptible in the great 


machine, which the untutored eye is apt 


wholly to overlook, but which are, in- 


and the moſt obvious. 


deed, as neceſſary to motion, as the largeſt 


THus 
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man's wala againſt him,” 
ſafer with wild e than with 
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Tus was the jewel of his father's 


heart, vilely bartered away, as a thing of 


little value. Behold Joſeph in the hands 


ol the deſcendants of him, whoſe * hands 


% were againſt every man, and every 
and he is 


bloody unnatural brothers. From ava- 
rice, if not from pity or affection, they 
will treat him kindly, that they may 
diſpoſe of him to advantage. So much 
better is a merciful, or even a mercenary 


ſtranger, than an enviousand cruel brother. 


RrvBex, it appears, was not pre- 


ſent at this conſultation, bargain, and 


delivery. He probably ſtole away, when 
the reſt ſat down to meat, that by a 
round- about path he might arrive at the 


pit where Joſeph was hid, and affiſt him 
in effecting his eſcape, while the reſt 
were otherwiſe employed: but he had 
made ſo large a circuit, in order to avoid 
ſuſpicion, that the ſale was tranſacted 
before he came to the place, and his be- 


nevolent intention was thereby fruſtrated. 
He is the only one of the brothers 
who 
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who ſeems to have felt a ſingle ſpark of 
pity, for the unfortunate youth, or of 
concern, for the diſtreſs of his aged pa- 
rent. What then muſt his anguiſh have 
been, when he came to the pit, and 
found no Joſeph there? From his worſt 
fears, however, he is ſoon relieved, and, 
bad as it was, rejoices to hear that Jo— 
ſeph was only fold for a ſlave, By com- 
mon conſent it is agreed to conceal, if 
poſſible, the whole of this dark ſcene. 
They muſt meet their father again, and 


to him ſomething muſt be ſaid for the 


non-appearance of his amiable, his be- 
loved, ſon. I am not more ſhocked at 


their firſt purpoſe of blood, than at their 


artful device to cover 1t, and their awful | 
ſteadineſs and fidelity to each other, in 

guarding fo well the dreadful ſecret.— 
It proves what deep, what determined, 


what thorough-paced villains, they were. 
And from ſuch men as theſe does the 
| Jewiſh nation glory to have ſprung.— 
They ſtain the variegated coat, the cauſe 


of ſo much jealouſy, with blood; which 


they intend ſhall paſs with the wretched 
father, 
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father, for the blood of him who wore it; 
and they ſend it to Hebron, as acciden- 
tally found in the field in that ſtate, to 
carry it's own doleful tidings along with it. 


I cannoT accompany this fatal pledge 
to the place of it's deſtination. I cannot 
bear to witneſs the anguiſh of a miſera- 
ble old man, ſinking under the weight 
of accumulated woe. All his former 
griefs admitted of conſolation: they were 
more directly from the hand of God, 
they were in the courſe of nature, they 
might be cured, or endured; but this 
ſtab was mortal; it defied medecine, it 


mocked at length of time. He himſelf = 


has had the principal hand in this great 


evil; and [I fear, I fear, he ſuſpects the 


truth, though he ſays it not. Beau- 
tiful, too-much beloved, ill-ſtarred Ra- 
= chel ! once I pitied, now I congratu- 
late thee. A gracious Providence has, 
in kindneſs, taken thee away from the 
evil to come. The fight of Joſeph's 
veſture, dipped in blood, muſt have prov- 
_ ed fatal to thee, hadſt thou lived to that 
| „ day; 


day; to have lived till now muſt have been. 
to endure pangs more frightful than the 


agonizing throes of inch, oer the 


laſt dying ſtruggles of diſſolving nature. 


We haſten from a ſcene which the 
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heart is unable long to contemplate, to 


land Joſeph ſafely i in Egypt, - where be- 


ing arrived, he is transferred, like a bundle 


of ſpicery, from the Midianites to Poti- 


phar, an officer of Pharoah, and captain 


of the guard. 


AND here your time warns me to 


ſtop. And here in the hands of that God 
who “delivered him from the paw of 
the lion and the bear,” we depoſit this 


precious truſt, confident of it's being re- 


ſtored, like all that we commit to God, - 


increaſed in value, importance, and uti- 
lity. If the ſubject be pleaſing to you, 
as it is to me, I ſhall hope to have the 


pleaſure of reſuming it with you next 


Lord's 3 Cay: 


- the well- beloved Son of God, 
came from his father's houſe above, to 
„ bring 
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bring to us, his brethren after the fleſh, 
the 8 and affectionate commenda- 
tions of his Father's love. Inſtead of 
welcome, he met with reproach and 
ſcorn. He came to his e and his 
„cow received him not.” © He was 


e deſpiſed and rejected of men.” His 1 


« familiar friend in whom he e 
4 which did eat of his bread, lifted up 
„ his heel againſt him.” Judas, one of 
his own houſe, fold him for thirty pieces 
of ſilver. He was ſtripped of his veſture, 
his raiment was ſtained with blood. 
He looked, and there was none to 
8 He trod the wine preſs 
„ alone.” He was holy, harmleſs, 
5 © undefiled and ſeparate from ſinners.” 
„He was brought as a lamb to the 
"> laughter, and as a ſheep before her 
| & ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his 
66 mouth*.” It became him, for whom : 
are all things, and by whom are all 
« things, in bringing many ſons unto 
glory, to make the captain of their ſal- 


* Tfaiah lili. 7. 
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« yation perfect through ſufferings*.” 
Men “ thought evil aint him, but God 


meant it unto good, to bring to paſs, 
«as it is this hy; to ſave muck. people 


% alivef.” „The counſel of the Lord 
« ſtandeth for ever, the thoughts of his 
« heart to all generations f.“ To the at- 
tentive reader of the Scriptures, theſe, and 


many ſuch applications as theſe, of the 


Hiſtory of Joſeph, to the perſon, the cha- 


rater, the office, and undertaking, of the 
Meſſiah, will readily occur. To the care- 


leſs and unbelieving, more has been ſaid 


than they will ae d regard, or ap- 
prove. We commend them to the mercy 


of God, and we implore a bleſſing on what 


has been ſpoken, for Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


+ Pſalms xxxiii. II. 
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HISTORY or JOSEPH. 


LE OT uU N . 


GENESIS XXXIX. 2—6. 


AND THE LORD WAS WITH JOSEPH, AND HE 
WAS A PROSPEROUS MAN, AND HE WAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF HIS MASTER THE EGYP- 
TIAN. AND HIS MASTER SAW THAT THE 
LORD WAS WITH HIM, AND THAT THE 
LORD MADE ALL THAT HE DID TO PROSPER 
IN HIS HAND. AND JOSEPH FOUND GRACE 
IN HIS SIGHT, AND HE SERVED HIM: ' AND 
HE MADE HIM OVERSEER OVER HIS HOUSE, 
AND ALL THAT HE HAD HE PUT INTO HIS 
HAND. AND IT CAME TO PASS, FROM THE | | Wk 
TIME THAT HE MADE HIM OVERSEER IN | * 
HIS HOUSE, AND OVER ALL THAT HE HAD, _ 
THAT THE LORD BLESSED THE EGYPTIAN'S 104 
HOUSE FOR JOSEPH'S SAKE: AND THE BLEs- —_ 
SING OF THE LORD WAS UPON ALL THAT | i i 
HE HAD IN THE HOUSE, AND IN THE | ö 
FIELD. AND HE LEFT ALL THAT HE HAD _ 0 | 
Vor. II. 8 7 IN--- ww 
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IN. JOSEPH'S HAN D; AND HE KNEW NOT 


OUGHT HE HAD, SAVE THE BREAD WHICH 


HE DID EAT: AND JOSEPH WAS A GOOQDLY 
PERSON, AND WELL-FAVOURED, = 


- TNLESS „ the heart be eſtabliſhed 


8 


« by grace,” in proſperity it will 
be elated above meaſure, and in adver- 


ſity, it will be ready to fink under the 


weight of it's woe. A principle of reli- 
gion preſerves the balance of the foul, 


and guards it, equally, from riſing into 


inland, or falling into 40 ion. It 


has been diſputed, whether proſperity or 
adverſity be the ſeverer trial of the two. 


In order to determine this queſtion, it is 
neceſſary to know the character of the 
party who is tried. In ſome perſons, we 


meet with a ſtupidity, an inſenſibility of 
nature, on which change of circum- 


ſtances makes no apparent impreſſion. 
This endeavours to paſs upon itſelf, and 
actually does paſs upon a ſuperficial ob- 
ſerver, for moderation in ſucceſs, and 


patience in * But the rock is not 


Patie nt, 
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patient, becauſe, without murmuring, 


it bears the inceſſant daſhing of the rag- 


ing ſea; neither does the ſnail deſerve 
the praiſe of humility, becauſe it at- 


tempts not to fly. That moderation is 
eſtimable, which, awake to all the ad- 
yantages of rank, and fortune, and ſuc- 
ceſs, offends not God by levity and in- 

gratitude, nor man by haughtineſs and 
pride. That patience merits admiration 
and praiſe, which feels, yet complains 
not; which ſighs, yet ſubmits. 


i718 very natural for men to flatter 


| themſelves, that they could ſupport proſ- 
| perity with wiſdom and propriety ; but, 
| 1 believe, experience will evince, that 
while ſucceſs tends to relax, weaken, 


and extinguiſh the religious principle, 


calamity, by teaching us our own weak- 
neſs and dependance, awakens, ſtrength- 


ens, and keeps it alive. The lot of moſt 


men, alternately, furniſhes occaſion for 
exerciſe in both ways. It is the office 


of genuine and ſolid piety to inſtruct us, 


in whatever ſtate we are, therewith 
S 2 1 80 
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to be content;” „ to exerciſe men 
© unto godlineſs, which is profitable un- 
a to all things, having the promiſe both 
of the life which now is, and of that 
„ which is to come.“ . 


Tux amiable and illuſtrious perſon, on 
whoſe Hiſtory we entered 1n the laſt Lec- 
ture, and which we are now to continue, 
affords a ſhining and affecting example, of 
a mind unſubdued by the deepeſt diſtrels, 
and uncorrupted by the higheſt degree of 
elevation, —His affliction commenced at 
an early period of life; it was, of it's kind, 
_ peculiarly bitter and ſevere ; it came from 
a quarter whence it was leaſt to be appre- 
| hended ; and the tranſition was inſtanta- 


neous, from a tranquillity and indulgence 
which knew no bound, to anguiſh which 
[| no language can expreſs, no imagination 
conceive. As he was to be an eminent 
type of Him who * as a ſheep before 
her ſhearers is dumb, not opening her 
% mouth,” Scripture reprefents Joſeph IM © 
| quietly ſubmitting to the barbarous treat- ö ' 
| | ment of his brothers; as patiently doomed , 
to 


ſold into ſlavery to the Iſhmaelites ; with- 
out arguing, without upbraiding, with- 
out repining. 


1dea of the hard-heartedneſs of Jacob's 
ſons, than that which their cruelty to Jo- 
ſeph affords, it is to fee them the calm 


heart, the cordial balm, which the know- 
ledge even of his ſon's being a {lave in 


Egypt would have 1 for 4 


dawn of hope would thence have ariſen, 


the precious hour might, perhaps, at 
length ar rive, which ſhould reſtore him to 


it is to embark on a {ea of vice! To re- 
ceed 1s run. 


83 . JosEru 
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to periſh of hunger in an empty pit, and 


WERE it poſſible to form a ſtronger 


witneſſes of the anguith of their father's 
ſoul, without being moved by all his mi- 
ſery and tears, to divulge the important 
ſecret, and to pour, into the fond paternal 


that by ſome bleſſed revolution of events, 


ö his Riki again. What a . thing 


turn is difficult, if not impoſſible : to pro- 


— —U— — > Ny ol — 989 — 
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Joszpk mean-while lives and proſpers 
in a ſtrange land. He has not loſt all, he 
has loſt nothibe; who enjoys the divine 
preſence and favour. The amiable youth 


is indeed from under the ſhadow of his fa- 


ther's wing; but the protection of Heaven 
is not withdrawn, * the Almighty is his 


refuge, and underneath are the everlaſt- 


66-25: : 99 | | | 
ing arms.” A young man brought up 


like him in fulneſs, in liberty, in indul- 
gence, and eaſe, might have been ſuppoſed 
ſullen and ſtubborn under a change of con- 
dition ſo ſudden, and ſo ſevere; or to have 
ſiunk into melancholy and deſpair. But 
with Joſeph it was not ſo. With true 
magnanimity and ſpirit, he cheerfully ac- 


commodates his mind to his fituation, and 


without murmur or reluctance, addrefles 
himſelf to the diſcharge of his duty, as a 
Hiligent and faithful ſet vant. 


®.- 
WI have not power over our lot, to | 
earve it out as we pleaſe; but the mind 


has power over itſelf; and happineſs has 


it's ſeat in the mind, not in external cir- 
cumſtances. The favourite ſon of Iſrael 
ſeems 
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ſeems degraded and diſhonoured, even 
when raiſed to the firſt rank of ſervitude 
in Potiphar's houſe; but Joſeph, pious, 


modeſt, wiſe, and faithful, i equally re- 


ſpectable whether as a ſon, or as a ſervant. 
Never did Potiphar make fo fortunate a 
purchaſe. The bleſſing of God enters into 


his houſe, from the moment that Joſeph 


becomes a member of the family. In 


many various ways, are ſervants curſes or 


comforts to thoſe with whom they dwell. 
Let a ſervant have a conſcience, and you 


have a certain pledge of his fidelity ; di- 
veſt him of that, and where is your ſe- 
curity, that either your property, or your 


per ſon, is ſafe in his hands. — Joſeph de- 


meaned himſelf as a good ſervant, and 


Potiphar as a wite and a kind maſter. In 


vain do we look for affection and attach- 
ment in our inferiors, if we treat them 
with inſolence, unkindneſs, or negleR. 


The great and affluent are much more 
in the power of, much more dependant 


upon, their meaneſt domeſtics, than they 


are willing to underſtand, or to acknow- 


ledge. * ſurely, it is much more pru- 
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dent to ſecure their affection, as humble 
friends, by condeſcenſion and good-na- 


ture, than to provoke their reſentment or 


revenge, by pride and ſeverity. 


Joskph has been faithful over a few 
things, he is made ruler over many things; 
he made him overſeer over his houle, and 


all that he had he put into his hand.” 


His perſonal accompliſhments keep pace 


with his mental endowments, he was 
*© 4 goodly perſon, and well-fayoured.” 


Beauty, like every other gift of nature, 
is good of itſelf, and therefore to be re- 


ceived with thankfuineſs. But alas, 
how often does it prove a ſnare to the 
poſſeſſor, and a temptation to others! 


This quality of Joſeph's had like to 


have proved more fatal to him, than 


even the envy of his brothers. This 
laſt threatened only his body, but that 


endangers the ſoul. The one ſold him 


into bondage, the other would have 


\ plunged him into diſhonour. His mal- 


ter's wife looked upon him with eyes 
of unhallowed affection, and attempts to 
| make 
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make him a partaker of her impurity, 
To expatiate on the nature of this temp- 
tation, would be as indecent, as it is un- 
neceſſary. It is a fearful example of the 
dreadful length which the human mind is 
capable of going, when the reſtraints of 
ſhame are once broken throu gh. 


SOME kinds of temptation are boldly to 
be encountered, and reſolutely overcome. 
There are others only to be conquered by 


flight, and diſarmed by removing to a 1" 
: diſtance. Joſeph dwells only on one cir- vj | | 
cumſtance, in order to ſettle and deter- ml 
mine his condut—the all- ſeeing eye of 5 | 
God, and the danger of offending Him; N 
45 how then can I do this great wicked= _ |; 
„ nefs, and fin againſt God“ I —Pleafore: I | 
and intereſt, and paſſion, blind the eyes; _ 9 
but conſcience, with ſcrupulous attention, 1 | 
1 always and every where reveres an omni— 8 My | 

preſent JEHovan.—The lower princi- | | 
ples of our nature reſpect, and are regu- © 1; 
lated by, conſequences; this great princiõ | | il | 
ple is moved only by a ſeuſe of right and T | i 
= Gen. xxxix. 9. ih | 

5 wrong. | 
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_ 


| wrong. Intereſt and defire are contented 
with enquiring, Is there no danger of 
being detected! ?” But conſcience is only 
to be fitiefied, by aſcertaining, ** RASBE 
eit be fin or duty.“ 


TE conſequence to Joſeph was ſuch 
as might be expected from the temper of 
a ſhameleſs woman, falſe, laſcivious, and 
reſentful. The dæmon of luſt, changed 
into thoſe of rage and revenge; ſhe ac- 
cuſes of an attempt to ſeduce her, the man, 
whom no conſideration of pleaſure, or of 
advantage, could for a moment ſeduce 


from the right path. This accuſation, 


however falſe, being uncontradiQed, is 
admitted as true, and Joſeph, as the re- 
ward of faithfulneſs almoſt without ex- 
ample, is immured in cloſe cuſtody, to be 
dragged forth, at a proper opportunity, to 
fill . puniſhment. And here, again, 
we have a freſh inſtance of the greatneſs 
of his mind. He chuſes rather to incur 
bis maſter's groundleſs diſpleaſure, and to 
ſink under the weight of a falſe accuſation, 
than to vindicate his own honour, by ex- 


poſing 


LECT. X11. ] HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 283 


poſing the ſhame of a bad woman; and 
he leaves the clearing up of his character, 
and the preſervation of his life, to that 
God with whom he had entruſted till 


higher concerns, thoſe of his immortal 
ſoul. And thus, the leaſt-aſſuming, the 


ſhame-faced, feminine virtues, temperance, 


and chaſtity, and innocence, and ſelf-go- 


vernment, are found in company with the 


moſt manly, the moſt heroic qualities, in- 


trepidity, conſtancy, and contempt of death. 


No place is frightful to a good man, 


but the dungeon "of an ill- eee 
Free from chat, Joſeph is at large, 


though in priſon. It is the favour, or 
_ diſpleaſure, of God, that makes this, or 
the other ſpot, comfortable or irkſome. 
„Where the ſpirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty; * but to the guilty, 


the whole world is a place of confine- 


ment. God, who delivered him out of the 
pit, accompanies him alſo to the priſon; 
and what heart ſo ſavage, that goodneſs 
cannot mollify, what nature ſo obdurate, 
that the power of the Almighty cannot 

reach: 
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reach? The profeſſion of a gaoler is 
unfriendly to benevolence; it is a cha- 
rater which implies ſternneſs and ſeve— 


rity, But whether this man were form- 


ed of gentler clay, or whether the meek- 
neſs aud modeſty of Joſeph had wrought 
even upon a rocky heart; or whcther 


Providence. ſpecially interpoſed to further 


it's own deep deſigns, fo it is, we find 
our good young man in high favour 
with his keeper. Wherever we find Jo- 
ſeph, —in Potiphar's houſe, in priſon, or 
at court, we find a man faithful, and 
_ diligent, and truſty; and we a find a man 
honoured, eſteemed, and confided in, by 
all with whom he had any connection. 
Let a man be infexibly honeſt and true, 
and he will never have reaſon to accuſe 
the world of want of confidence. But 
it is no wonder, if the diſhoneſt knave 
find men full of doubt and ſuſpicion. As 
his maſter's houſe before, ſo the priſon _ 
now, proſpers on Joteph's account. The 


world is not always ſenſible of it's obli— 
gation to the preſence of good men. But 
Sodom was in a fearful ſtate, the mo- 

ment 
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ment that righteous Lot went out of it; 
and when the people of God, the ſalt of 


the earth, are all removed from it, the end 


of the world cannot be at a great diſ- 
tance. 


By a ſtrange concurrence of circum- 
ſtances, which the divine Providence 


alone could have brought together, Jo- 


ſeph has for his fellow peer two of 
the chief officers of the King of Egypt, 


who had fallen under their a diſ- 


pleaſure; and who had been for ſome time 


in confinement, uncertain of their doom. 


The great God is whetting his inſtru— 
ments, making his arrangements, mar- 
ſhalling his "ER at very different 


times, and in very different places. The 


envy of Jacob's ſons, the laſciviouſneſs 
of Potiphar's wife, the diſobedience of 
Pharoah's ſervants, the anger of the 
king himſelf—all, all meet; ſtrange to 
think! in one point, the elevation of 
Joſeph to the right. hand of the throne. 


Remove but one link, and the chain 18 


broken aſunder. Take away but a ſin- 
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gle ſtone, and the fabrick falls to the 
ground. But this work and counſel 
is of God, and therefore it cannot be 
« overthrown.” * He willeth and none 


„Can lett it.“ 


Ir is not at all ſurpriſing, that he who 


had been preparing his work, in places, 


and in minds, ſo remote from, ſo unlike 
to, and ſo unconnected with, each other, 


ſhould bring it to a concluſion, by means 
ſomewhat uncommon and ſupernatural. 
It happened that, in one and the ſame 
night, the chief butler and the chief 
baker of Pharoah dreamed each a dream, 
V hich laid faſt hold of their minds and 
memory; and being men, like the reſt 
of their country, ſtrongly tinctured with 
ſuperſtition, and, at that time, in circum- 


ſtances which peculiarly diſpoſed them 


to receive ſuperſtitious impreſſions, their 
ſpirits are conſiderably affected by the 
viſion of the night; not doubting that it 


portended the ſpeedy approach of ſome 
great good or evil. Joſeph attending 
them in the morning, in the courſe of 


his 
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his duty, obſerved the deep concern which 
was engraved on their countenances : 
and, ſympathy being always one of the 
native effuſions of an honeſt heart, he 
kindly enquires into the cauſe of it. 


By the way, How pleaſant is it to ob- 
ſerve this excellent young perſon, with ſo 


much cheerfulneſs and good-nature, per- il 


forming the humble offices of a gaoler's 
ſervant? He had been accuſtomed to be 
waited upon, to be miniſtered unto; but 


duty calls, and with alacrity he miniſters WM 


to ihe Ry of others. 

Byr what do I fee? An under gaoler 

ſtarting up, all at once, into an interpreter 

of dreams, poſſeſſing a ſagacity which 

reaches into futurity, directed and 

taught by a Spirit, whole piercing eye pe- 

netrates into eternity, and diſcerns all the 

wonders of the world unknown! How 

much wiſer, how much more noble, how 


much more excellent, are they who live Vit ; 


in communion with God, than other men ! 


For though they do not all attain the gift {0 


of 
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of prophecy, the gift of working miracles, 
the gift of ſpeaking with tongues, yet they 
all are dignified by the ſpirit of prayer, the 
ſpirit of adoption, the ſpirit of faith, 
< the ſpirit of love, and of a ſound mind.” 


Jos pn, from the different complexion 
of their ſeveral dreams, and inſpired, no 
doubt, by Wiſdom from above, predicts 
their approaching doom; the ſpeedy re- 
ſtoration of the one to his former truſt 
and dignity; a ſudden and ignominious 
death to the other. Nothing but inſpi- 


ration could have borne Joleph through 


a declaration ſo bold and fo deciſive, and 
which was to be brought to the awful 
teſt of confirmation or diſappointment, 
in ſo ſhort a ſpace as three days. 80 
confident is he of the certainty of his in- 
| terpretation, that he founds all his hopes 
of enlargement upon it. And there 1s 
ſomething inexpreſſibly tender and pa- 
thetic in his application to the chief 
butler to that effect, but think on me 
hen it ſhall be well with thee, and 


ah ſhew kindneſs, I pray thee, unto me, 
« and 
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© and make mention of me unto Pha- 
+ roah, and bring me out of this houſe. 
For indeed I was ſtolen away out of the 


“land of the Hebrews: and here alſo 
« have I done nothing g, that they ſhould. 


put me into a dungeon®*,” 


TE event juſtified the prediction; and 
it preſents an awful and an affecting illuſ- 
tration of the obſervation of the wiſe man, 


„the king's heart 1 18 in the hand of the 


a © Lord, as the rivers of water: he turneth 
«jt witherſoever he will}.” A youth, 

4 ſtranger, 2 priſoner, could have no 
power over the counſels of Pharaoh. But 
the power which controls all the potentates 
of the earth, and marſhals the whole hoſt 
of Heaven, is bringing his own word to 
paſs, and performing his own pleaſure. 


Tux chief butler, we may ſuppoſe, 

readily promiſed Joſeph his beſt ſervices 
when he ſhould be again reſtored to place 
and power; but like a true courtier, he 
thinks no more of his promiſe nor of his 


* Gen. xl. 14, 15. + Prov. xxi, i; 


Vor. II. . fellow 


* 2 = » — 8 — a 2 
. , * - _ obs . . 
— 
22. ˙—QU——— 4 12 * — — « _— 
< — 


. ——— rey wy er nr 


290 HISTORY OF JOSEPH. [LECT. X11. 


fellow priſoner after his own turn was 
ſerved. So ſelfiſh, ſo thoughtleſs, ſo un- 
grateful is man! Had he been under no 
perſonal obligation to the young {tranger, 
for his tender aſſiduities while in confine- 
ment, and for the agreeable and certain 
intelligence which he received from him, 


of his approaching deliverance, common 
humanity, awakened by the ſimple tale of 


innocence and miſery which he had told, 
ought to have prompted his immediate 
and molt earneſt exertions in his behalf; 


and yet he ſuffers two full years to linger 


away, without caring to reflect whether 


ſuch a perſon exiſted or no. And when : 


| he thinks of him at laſt, it is not the gene- 
rous recollection of kindneſs and ck. 
ment; but the ſelfiſh remembrance of 
courtly adulation, eager to gratify his 
prince, not to reſcue talents, and inno- 
cence, and worth, from unmerited op- 


preſſion. Pharaoh hanged him not for 


his offences againſt his prince; but for 
his foractfalnels and ingratitude to Jo- 


ſeph, le et him be hung up an object of de- 
teſtation and contempt to all future gene- | 


rations of mankind. 


How 


— — — 
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How very differently do God and men 
frequently judge of one and the ſame ob- 
ject! If there be in all Egypt a perſon more 
forlorn and inconſiderable than another, 
it is an Hebrew ſlave im a dungeon. But 


God raiſeth the poor out of the duſt, 


„and lifteth the needy out of the 


« dunghill, that he may ſet him with 
„ princes.” Pharaoh himſelf now be- 
gins to act a part in this wonderful dra- 
ma; for kings, in the hand of God, are 
only inſtruments of an higher order, and 


of more extenſive operation. Kings are 
liable to hunger and thirſt like other 
men; kings 0 ſleep, and may be diſ- 
turbed by dreams, like other men; and 

thus it happened to the mighty {ove-. 


reign of Egypt. With viſion upon vi— 
Fe in one night, was his reſt troubled, 


the ſtrange coincidence and myſterious 


import of which, greatly perplex his 
waking thoughts. In a country teem- 
ing with gods, and over: run with ſuper- 
ſition, no circumſtance was overlooked, 

which any how ſeemed to portend a fu- 
ture event. No wonder then that the 


. prince, 


2 
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prince, who has not always the beſt in- 
formed, nor the firmeſt mind of any with- 
in his dominions, ſhould be rendered un- 
eaſy by a repetition of dreams, ſo ſingular 
in themſelves, ſo ſimilar to, and yet ſo un- 
like, one another. It 1s not leſs wonder- 
ful, that in a country ſo prolific of ma- 
gicians, and ſoothſayers, no one ſhould 
be found bold enough to affix a mean- 
ing, or to gueſs at an interpretation. Was 
it that the true God confounded and 
ſilenced their vain imaginations, or that 
Pharaoh, diſſatisfied with their idle con- 
jectures, and prompted from above to 
make farther enquiry, rejected the uſua! 
modes of ſolution, that, heaven- directed, 
Joſeph might emerge out of obſcurity, 
to fave a great nation, to preſerve his fa- 
ther's houſe in famine, and to fulfil the 
prediction and the promiſe made to Abra- 
ham, concerning the future fortunes of 


his poſterity. 


Tu King's vexation intereſts and af- 
fects the whole court. And then, for the 
firſt time, the chief butler bethinks him- 

ſelf 
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ſelf of his faults, and of his promiſe, and 
of his obligations to his fellow priſoner ; 
and relates, in the hearing of the king, the 
very extraordinary circumſtances of his 
own impriſonment and enlargement ; E 
his diearn, the interpretation, and the iſſue; 
and, of conſequence, is led to mention 
the character and ſituation of the inter- 
preter. This inſtantly effects for Joſeph, 
what his friendſhip, had it been exerted, 
perhaps would not have produced —an 
immediate order to ſet the priſoner free, 
and to bring him, without delay, into the 
royal eee When men can be ſub- 
ſervient to the intereſt, the pleaſure, or : 
the ambition of princes, they are in the 
ſure road to preferment; and a man of- 
ten is more indebted, for ſucceſs, to a for- 
tunate incident, than to a righteous 
cauſe. Joſeph's affairs are now in 4 
train ſuch as his warmeſt friends could 
with; and again we ſee another ſaying 
of the wiſe man verified. * Seeilt thou Ml 
« man diligent in his buſineſs ? He "4 
« ſhall ſtand before kings, he ſhall not TD fi 
oF 3 $6 ſtand _ 
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e ſtand before mean men*.” Pharaoh's. 
expectations are not diſappointed. He re- 
lates his dreams, and God, the author of 
the viſions, and who had ſent the interpre- 
ter, and the explanation, by the mouth of 
Joleph, unfolds it's meaning and import. 
Pharaoh's dream had puzzled hicklelf, and 
all Egypt, by it's prſt aſpect, but now 
that it is explained, how eaſy, how fim- 
ple, how applicable, how natural every 
thing appears! The greateſt diſcoveries 
after they are made, appear ſo obvious 
and ſo plain, that every one is ready to 
Wonder he did not hit upon it firſt: and 
this, inſtead of diminiſhing, greatly en- 
hances the merit of the firſt diſcoverer. 
pon the manifeſtation of the import 
of Pharaoh's redoubled viſion, it is found, 
that God, who had given formerly to 
two of the ſervants an intimation of 
their approaching fate, was now giving 

to the ſovereign, a premonition of the 
viſitations of his Providence, to this 
great, populous and wealthy empire.— 


* Prov. xxli. 29. 


A pre- 
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A previous notice of good, renders it a | j 
double bleſſing; a warning of evil pre- 10 
pares us to meet it, and thereby dimi- 0 
niſhes it's weight, [hl 
JosEph's interpretation carried con- 1 


viction along with it, and Pharaoh im- 

mediately reſolves to act upon it. There 
is a certain undeſcribable charm in true 
wiſdom, in unaffected goodneſs, which _ itt 
forces approbation, and carries the heart 

captive at once. There 1s a native dig- 

nity in virtue, which, while it never 
aſſumes, nor puſhes itſelf forwards, 18 114 
never timorous, embarralled, or auk- | | | 
ward. Joſeph poſſeſſes unaffected eaſe 0 | 
and compoſure in the preſence of Pha- 
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roah, and of all his court; and the court Ui 
on this occaſion, we have reaſon to think, 6 
was a very ſplendid, public, and crouded [1 
one. So good a thing it is to have the heart \#] 
eſtabliſhed by the fear of God. It caſts i 
out every other fear. But the days of his 1 
depreſſion are now ended, and every ſtep Ul 
which he has trod through this valley of ! 
humiliation, is a progreſs made to the | | 
Tx glory Wl 
| 
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glory that follows. And here we break 
off, having conducted Joſeph, to the 
right hand of the throne; and behold- 


ing him ready to mount the ſecond cha- 
riot, while admiring nations proclaim be- 
fore him, bow the knee.” 


ThE next Lecture will exhibit the 


fon of Jacob in all the ſplendor of high 
life ; armed with all the authority of a 
| miniſter of ſtate, poſſeſſing a plenitude 
of power over the whole kingdom of 


: Egypt. 


"Turn for a moment from Joſeph, and 


behold a greater than he is.—** The Prince 
66 of this ond; came and found nothing 


44 in Him.” Temptation, addreſſed to 
| « the luſt of the fleth, the luſt of the 


Lr, aud the pride of life,“ had from 


his lips an inſtant repulſe, it is writ- 
teu, ! is written,” —“ In his humilia- 


tion, his juugment was taken away;“ 


| He ſuffered as a malefactor, though He 


„did no lin, neither Was guile found in 
„ his lips. —He- Was condemned, and 
put | 
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put to death upon a falſe accuſation. 


From the triumphant ignominy of the 


croſs, He diſpenſes life 2585 death to his 
fellow- ſufferers, Paradiſe to the one, 
everlaſting ſhame to the other.—** Who 
e hath known the mind of the Lord, or 
„ being his countellor, hath taught 
„ him?” „ The only begotten Son, 
„ho is in the boſom of the tather, He 
& hath declared him.” „ No man 
„% knoweth the Father but the Son, 


and he to whom the Son ſhall reveal 
„% him.“ He made himſelf of no re- 
6 putation, and took upon him the form 


of a ſervant, and was made in the 
„ hkeneſs of men. And being found 
in faſhion as a man, He humbled him- 
„ ſelf, and became obedient unto death, 


even the death of the croſs. Where— 
« fore God hath alſo highly exalted 


„ him, and given him a name, which 


© js above every name : That at the 
name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, 
of things in Heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the nh * 


And that every tongue ſhould confeſs 
66: that 
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glory that follows. —And here we break 
off, having conducted Joſeph, to the 
right hand of the throne ; and behold- 
ing him ready to mount the ſecond cha- 
riot, while admiring nations proclaim be- 
fore him, © bow the knee.“ 


THE next Lecture will exhibit the 
ſon of Jacob in all the ſplendor of high 
life ; armed with all the authority of a 
miniſter of ſtate, poſſeſſing a plenitude 
of power over the whole kingdom ot 


Egypt. 


Tran for a moment from Joſeph, and 
behold a greater than he i 15,—** The Prince 
6 f this 5810 came and found nothing 
in Him.” Temptation, addreſſed to 


5 5 the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 


"M6. eye, and the pride of life,“ had from 
His lips an inſtant repulſe, „it is writ- 
« ten, it is written,” —“ In his humilia 
« ind: his (dp was taken away ;” 
He ſuffered as a malefactor, though He 
« did no fin, neither Was guile found in 
$6 his Ups. —He Was condemned, and 

: put 
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put to death upon a falſe accuſation. 
From the triumphant ignominy of the 
croſs, He diſpenſes life and death to his 
fellow-ſufferers, Paradiſe to the one, 
everlaſting ſhame to the other. —** Who 
„ hath known the mind of the Lord, or 


e being his counſellor, hath taught 
« him?” „ The only begotten Son, 
* who is in the boſom of the tather, He 
„ hath declared him.” No man 
„ knoweth the Father 5 the Son, 


and he to whom the Son ſhall reveal 


„him.“ —“ He made himſelf of no re- 
putation, and took upon him the form 


« of a ſervant, and was made in the 


„ likeneſs of men. And being found 
in faſhion as a man, He humbled him- 


+ felf, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the crois. Where- 


„fore God hath alſo highly exalted 


him, and given him a 5 which 


is above every name: That at the 


name of Jeſus every Ines ſhould bow, 


— 


of things in Heaven, and things in 


68 earth, and things under the earth 


4; And that e every tongue ſhould confeſs 
6« that 
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« that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory 
„of God the Father“. Fools and 
flow of heart to believe all that the 
„Prophets have ſpoken! Ought not 
46 Chriſt to have ſuffered thee things, 


and to enter into his olory+.” % To 


66 him that overcometh, will I grant to 
« fit with me in my throne, even as I 


* alſo overcame, and am let down with 


% my Father in his throne}.” * Be 


40 thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life b.“ I con- 
ate all, in the words of the beloved 
Diſciple, who thus deſcribes a more 


auguſt viſion than Pharoah ever beheld : 


66 And I beheld, and lo, in the midſt of 
1 < the throne, and of the four beaſts, and 
in the midſt of the elders ſtooda Lamb, 
as it had been lain: having ſeven 
„ horns, and ſeven eyes, hich are the 
„ ſeven Spirits of God, ſent forth into 
„all the earth. And they ſung a new 


„ ſong, ſaying, Thou art worthy to 


Phil. il. 711. 1 Luke xxiv. 25, 26. 


+ Rev. iii. 21. $ Rev. 11. 10. 
« take 
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„ take the book, and to open” the ſeals 
„ thereof : for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt 
„ redeemed us to God by thy blood, out 


* of every kindred and tongue, and 


„people, and nation: And haſt made 
« us unto our God kings and prieſts, and 
„we ſhall reign on the earth. And I 


„ beheld, and I heard the voice of many 


angels round about the throne, and 
„the beaſts, and the elders, and the 
e number of them was ten thouſand 
* times ten thouland, 
* of thouſands, Saying with a loud 
voice, worthy is the Lamb that was 
„ ſlain, to receive power, and riches, 
and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and ho- 
0 nour, and glory, and bleſſing. And 
* every creature which is in Heaven, 
and on earth, 
are in them, heard I, ſaying, Blefling, 
ee him that ſitteth upon the throne, 
* and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 


125 And the four beaſts 


ſaid, Amen. 


and thouſands 


and under the earth, 
„and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that 


c honour, glory, and power, be unto 


« And 
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« And the four and twenty elders fel! 


down and worſhipped him that liveth 


& for ever and ever*,” 


* Rev. 5. 6—14. 


HISTORY 
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* 


GENESIS XII. 38—44. 


AND PHARAOH SAID UN TO HIS SERVANTS, 
CAN WE FIND SUCH A ONE AS THIS IS, A 


MAN IN WHOM THE SPIRIT OF GODIS? AND 1 


0 
PHARAOH SAID UNTO JOSEPH; FORASMUCH | = "48 
AS GOD HAS SBEWED THEE ALL THIS, | 


14: 

| | 1 

THERE IS NONE SO DISCREET AND WISE AS =. 
THOU ART: THOU SHALT BE OVER MY | 


HOUSE, AND ACCORDING UNTO THY WORD 
SHALL ALL MY PEOPLE BE RULED: ONLY 
IN THE THRONE WILL I BE GREATER THAN | 
THOU. AND PHARAOH SAID UNTO JOSEPH, | 


4 — 
— A e LOLLI. -- 


SEE, I HAVE SEKT THEE OVER ALL THE 
LAND OF EGYPT. AND PHARAOH TOOK { 
OFF HIS RING FROM HIS HAND, AND PUT 1 8 If 
IT ON JOSEPH'S HAND, AND ARRAYED HIM | 
IN VESTURES OF FINE LINEN, AND PUT A Wh 
GOLD CHAIN ABOUT HIS NECK : AND HE 1 
MADE HIM TO RIDE IN THE SECOND CHA- — 9 

FPO il 
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RIO WHICH HE HAD: AND THEY CRIED 
BEFORE HIM, BOW THE KNEE: AND HE 
MADE HIM RULER OVER ALL THE LAND 

' OF EGYPT. AND PHARAOH SAID UNTO Jo- 
SEPH, I AM PHARAOH : AND WITHOUT 
THEE SHALL NO MAN LIFT UP HIS HAND 
OR FOOT IN ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT. 


F it be pleaſant to obſerve, in parti- 
cular inſtances, the Providence of 
God juſtifying it's own procedure, by 
relieving and vindicating oppreſſed in- 
nocence, or by precipitating proſperous 
aguilt from it's lofty ſeat; what muſt be 
the ſatisfaction and delight of beholding 
the whole plan of Providence anfolded, 
every wyſtery in the divine conduct ex- 
plained, and all the ways of God to men 
| completely vindicated ! A very conſider- 
able part of our preſent diſtreſs ariſes 
from haſtineſs and impatience of ſpirit. 
We are for ruſhing to the end at once ; 
we will not afford our Maker and Ruler 
leiſure to open his own: deſigns, to illuſ- 
trate his own meaning. We would 
have the work of Heaven performed in 
our way; we have ſettled the whole or- 
der 
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der of things in our own minds; and all 
is wrong that 1gnorance, fretfulneſs, and Wh 
preſumption are pleaſed to diſlike. Cloudy \| M1 


rainy weather, 1s much leſs agreeable than 


ſerenity ; yet it requires but a moment's 1 
reflection to be convinced, that eternal bill 
ſunſhine would be the reverſe of a bleſſ- | 

ing to mankind. Now the alternate ſuc- | Wi 


£ 
— 
— 
— 


ceſſion of day and night, of fair weather 
and rain, have not greater beauty and 


— —— — a 
— —— —— 2: 2: * 
* —_—_— — ä — — — — —— —— a — — — - 


utility in the world of nature, than the | 
ſucceſſive ſhades of adverſity, and the ſun | 
beams of proſperity, which appear on the | 
face of the moral world. [| 


Or this unceaſing ſucceſſion or mix- 


AS 1 ” ah * — 
— — r —— 


ture, the lot of individuals, the for- 4 
tune of nations, the ſtate of the globe, =o, 
perhaps the ſyſtem of the univerſe, are i} 
compoſed, Nothing is permitted to 1 | 
continue too long: no being is ſuffered _ In. 
"to 80 too far out. of his ſtation.” The i | 


balance eternally depends from the hand 
of a being poſſeſſed of infinite wiſdom; 
and, after a few flight vibrations, the 
ſcales ſpeedily bring each other into equi- | 
librium 4". 


— ww WOT ⏑—⏑ . ———————_ 
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librium again. The ſwelling of a wave, 
the rolling of a ſhip, nay the finger of a 
child may for a moment derange the 


compaſs, but after trembling an inſtant 


or two from point to point, immediately 
the needle reſumes it's Oy, ſtated 
northern direction. 


Ir there be in hiſtory a paſſage, which 


more than another, encourages us pati- 


5 ently and ſubmiſſively to wait for the end, 


to follow and ſubmit to the conduct of 


Providence, it is the ſtory of Joſeph the ſon 


of Jacob. What man of humanity would 
have refuſed. to lend his helping hand to 


| reſcue the innocent youth from the fury 


of his unnatural brothers, to pull him 


up out of the pit, and to reſtore him to 


his father again ? Who would not gladly 


have fcrificed- a part of his ſubſtance 


to purchaſe his releaſe from Egyptian 
ſervitude? What friend to truth and 
4 virtue but would have rejoiced to vindi- 


cate his character from the vile aſper- 


ſions of his infamous miſtreſs, and to 
fave him from undeſerved puniſhment ? 


What 


e 
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What heart, alive to the feelings of gra- 
titude, but would have ſeconded the ap- 
plication of ** the chief butler,” for his 
immediate enlargement 2— But all this 
would have been precipitate, raſh, and ab- 
ſurd. His fond father himſelf could not 
have conducted his favourite ſon to the 
honours which he attained, by a way ſo 
certain, ſo ſafe, and ſo honourable. Whe- 
ther we regard Joſeph himſelf, or the in- 
tereſts or ba father's family, or the wel- 
fare of Egypt, or the good of the human : 
race, Providence, when we come to the 
iſſue, it is found, has ſecured, promoted 
and ſucceeded them all, in it's own wiſe 
and gracious method, infinitely better than 
ey poſſibly could have been, by all the 
ſegacity and foreſight of man. 


By the e i then, which 
we have ſeen, behold Joſeph exalted to the 
right hand of Pharaoh, made lord over 
all Egypt, the lives, the conduct, the li- 
berties, the property of millions, are en- 
truſted to his care, and ſubjected to his au- 
thority. Behold him married to a prin— 

Vor. II. U ceſs, 
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| ceſs, arrayed in veſtures of fine linen, a 5 
| gold chain about his neck, the royal figner a 
in his hands, riding through the land in a1 
the ſecond chariot, while admiring nations 0) 
bow the knee before him. Behold the an 

dream, which boyiſh vanity, perhaps, at pl 

firſt ſuggeſted, which fraternal jealouſy ſo of 

: keenly reprobated, and fo ſternly avenged, du 

which a father's wifdom was conſtrained or 

to check and reprove, and which incredu- an 


| lity, no doubt, would treat as the idle chi- 
mera of a diſturbed imagination, 1s verified | 
and brought to paſs. When we obſerve par 


ſo many of the important events of Jo- exe 
ſeph's life, turning upon the hinge of Cri 
dreams, and their interpretation, we are the. 
taught to think reſpectfully of every me- late 
thod by which God is pleaſed to com- had 
municate the. knowledge of his will to the 
mankind. And when our own dreams, | an a 
as they ſometimes do, either call us to cha 


duty, or convmce us of fin; when they 
recal to our memory What is paſt; or ad- 


moniſh us of What is to come, ſo that 
we may profit thereby, we ought to 
conſider them as warnings from Heaven, 
and 


*. 
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and the voice of God; but to attend to, 
and ſeek a meaning in every wandering 


of a {leeping fancy, is filly and childiſh; 


and to ſuffer them, of whatever com- 
plexion they be, to influence the conduct 

of life, ſo as to induce us to neglect our 
duty, to vex and diſquiet ourſelves, 
or diſturb others, is abſurd, ſuperſtitious, 
and wWicked. - 


THERE are three particulars in this 


| part of the hiſtory of Joſeph, which have 
_ exerciſed the learning and ingenuity of 
Critics and Commentators. Firſt, Whe- 
| ther the Hebrew word, Abrech, tranſ- 


| had not better have been rendered, as 
the word will bear, tender father ;” 


character; dignity and gentleneſs united. 
exact import of the name which Pharaoh 
cave to Joſeph, upon his promotion ? It 


| was cuſtomary for eaſtern princes, and na- 


U 2 who 


— — 


lated in our verſion, Bow the knee,“ 
an appellation deſcriptive of his office and 


* SECONDLY, It is enquired, What is the 


tions, to diſtinguiſh by new titles, perſons. 


— 
= 
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who had rendered themſelves illuſtrious by 
ſuperior abilities, or ſplendid and impor- 


tant actions, as in the caſe of Daniel and 
the three other children of the captivity. 


That which was given to Joſeph, accord- 


ing to ſome, is an Egyptian expreſſion, 


which ſignifies © Saviour of the World,” 


and this, if juſt, conveys a high idea of the 
importance which the king aſcribed to Jo- 
ſeph's information and advice. Others con- 
tend that it ſignifies no more than re- 
_ & vealer, or expounder, of ſecrets,” This ; 
laſt interpretation has the moſt numerous, 


: perhaps the moſt reſpeQable 2 


Tus third particular alluded to, Ever 


in it ſomething like a cenſure of Joſeph, 
as hurried away by motives of ambition 


and pride, to form an improper and dan- 
gerous matrimonial connection, with an 
idolatrous woman, nay the daughter of 


_ man who by profeſſion, as prieſt of On, 
or Heliopolis, the city of the Sun, was 


concerned to ſupport and promote an 
idolatrous worſhip.— The critics who 
advance, and maintain, this opinion, re- 
_ preſent 
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preſent Joſeph as a mere time-ſerving 
ſycophant, imbibing in a moment the 


ſpirit and manners of a court, and ſa— 


crificing principle to conveniency. I con- 
feſs myſelf ſo partial to this amiable and 
exzellent men, that without heſitation I 
undertake to meet this charge; and would 
allege in his behalf, That as the Spirit of 


God no where reprehends this conduQ, 
which in caſes deſerving blame, is done 


freely and without reſerve, ſo we ought 
not, without juſt cauſe, and perfect 
knowledge, to find fault : charity obliging 


us „ to think no evil,” where we can 
think well; to put the beſt conſtruction 
on what is doubtful, and to judge of 


what is not clear and explicit, by that 
which is. When I ſee Providence bleſ- 


ſing this union by the birth of two ſons, | 
raiſed in proceſs of time to a double 
rank of dignity and importance in Iſrael, 
it is impoſſible for me to think uncharit- 


ably of the union itſelf, which was the 
origin of that bleſſing. What, did Jo- 
ſeph acknowledge God ſo cloſely in 
every thing, even to the very naming of 


U 3 his 
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his children, correſpondently to the aſ- 


pects of the divine Providence towards 


him, and can we ſuppoſe that he neglected 
God in a matter of ſo much higher con- 


ſequence? Let me rather ſay, and fay it 


without reſerve, that the piety, the chaſ- 
tity, the fidelity, the ſelf-government of 
Joſeph, in flying from an illicit com- 
merce with his maſter's wife, was thus 
rewarded of Heaven, by a virtuous and 


laſting union with a chaſte virgin, and 
a prince's daughter. But we dwell too 
long on a vindication which was perhaps 
altogether unneceffary. To proceed: 


Jos H has arrived at a ſtation of very 


high honour, but it is not, to him, a poſt 
of emolument and eaſe m- rely; and J. 


rejoice to ſee the ſame perſon, who dili- 
gently and humanely ſerved the gaoler 
as a deputy, and who faithfully ma- 
naged the affairs of Potiphar as a ſtew- 


ard, attentively, humbly, induftrioufly 


conducting the intereſts of a great king, 


and of a mighty empire, as a mini- 


ſter of ſtate. On which [ found an ob- 


ſervation 
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| ſervation frequently made already, I care 
not how often, that the fear of God, 1s 
the beſt ſecurity of a man's good beha- 
viour in every ſituation; and that he 
is to be truſted in nothing, who has 
* not a conſcience in every thing.” 


6 


Josh was but thirty years old when 
he ſtood before Pharaoh : ſeventeen of 
which he had paſſed under the wing of a 
fond indulgent parent; and the other 
_ thirteen, at that period of life when the N 
heart is moſt devoted to pleaſure, he had 4M 
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lingered away in all the variety of hu- 14 


man wretchedneſs, but in all the digni- e 
ty of virtue, all the ſuperiority of wiſ- e 
dom, all the delights, pure and ſublime, i 
of true piety. And now, at an age when = il 
moſt men are only beginning to reflect | 10 
and act as reaſonable beings, we ſee him eee 
raiſed, not by accident, nor cabal, nor pe- 
tulance, but by undiſputed merit, to a | 
ſituation, which one part of mankind _ Ph il 
looks up to with deſire, another with FW 
awe, and a third with deſpair. And 
happy was it for Egypt, that ever this 
Ws: youth, 


\ 
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' 
9 
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youth, this ſtranger, this Hebrew was 


| ſold for a ſlave into it's boſom, for God 


<< ſent him to ſave much people alive.” 


Eovpr gloried, that ſhe Was not, like 
other countries, dependent on the clouds 


of Heaven for the fertility of her ſoil, 


and the exuberance of her crops, but that 


ſhe derived her rich harveſts from the 


flux and reflux of her own river. But 
in vain had the Nile ariſen to the defired 


height, during ſeven ſucceſſive years of 
uncommon plenteouſneſs, had- not the 
prophetic foreſight of a Joſeph taught 
both prince and people to take advan- 
tage of the favour of Providence, and 
to lay a good foundation for the time 


to come. Nothing do men ſo much 
abuſe as plenty; nothing do they ſo ſoon, 


and ſo ſeverely feel, as want of bread.— 
Theſe ſeven proſperous years ſeem to 
compenſate, to Joſeph, all his former ills: 
his honour is cleared, his predictions are 


accompliſhed. What ſeldom meets, the 
ſovereign and the ſubje& ſtrive who ſhal! 
exalt him: moſt, his domeſtic felicity 

keeps 
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keeps pace with the public proſperity, 
conicience approves, and God, the great 
God ſmiles upon him. If there be a con- 
dition of humanity to be defired, to be en- 
vied, it was this. 


SHALL I ſtop to expreſs a wonder, 
That during all this period, with all the 
power of Pharaoh in his hand, with a 
heart ſo tender, and a ſpirit fo dutiful, 
he ſhould make no attempt to convey to 


the wretched old man in Canaan, intel- 
ligence concerning his preſervation, and 
his preſent condition. But I check my- 


ſelf when | contider that the whole was of 


the Lord of Hoſts, ** who! 1s wonderful 1 in 


66. counſel, and excellent in working.“ 


Ir is worth While to obſerve how the 


ſtyle of Scripture is adapted to experi- 


ence, and to the nature of things. Vears 
of tranquillity and ſucceſs glide away 


imperceptibly; but every moment of pain 
is obſerved and felt, as it halts along. 


Accordingly, the hiſtory of ſeven proſ- 


perous and abundant years, is diſpatched 
in 
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in a ſentence or two; whereas ſeven 
years of famine, as they were more ſen- 
ſibly felt in their progreſs, ſo they afford 
more abundant materials to the pen of 
the hiſtorian; and the detail is length- 
ened out to the reader, as the diſtreſs 
was to the unhappy ſufferers. Little do 
we think of this in the days of health, 
and eaſe, and joy, and therefore little 
| thankful are we to. God for our multi- 
plied comforts. To inſtruct us in their 
value, he is conſtrained to put forth his 
hand, .and either to withdraw, or to mar 
| them; and we awaken, alas too late, to 
a ſenſe of our obligations to an induJgent 
Providence! The ſeven years of famine 
are now commenced, and the honour of 
Joſeph's prophetic ſagacity is eſtabliſhed, 
but by a very different proof. When 
either the promiſes or the threatenings of 
the word are fulfilled, we have equally a 
demonſtration of the truth and faith- 
fulneſs of God: venerable when he bleſles, 
and venerable when he puniſhes, a guilty 
world. Happy the prince, who, circum- 
ſtanced like Pharaoh, can roll the cares 
aud 
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and the anxieties of government upon a mi- 
niſter of ability and integrity like Joſeph. 

Happy the people, governed by a ruler, 
who, himſelf educated in the ſchool of at- 


fliction, has learned to ſuccour the diſtreſſed. 


IE beginning, and the progreſs of 
ſcarcity, is deſcribed in this part of the 


Sacred Hiſtory with wonderful exactneſs 
and energy. It repreſents men, firit, part- 
ing cheerfully with their money, for food. 
By and by they are reduced to part with 
their lands, their hope and their ſecurity 
for years to come, in exchange for the ſub- 
ſiſtence of a day. And at length, reluctant- 
ly and ſlowly, we behold them ſurrender— 
ing liberty it ſelf for the ſupport of life. 


THE neighbouring nations, feel, with 
Egypt, the rod of God's anger; but every 


neighbouring nation is not bleſt with a 


Joſeph, capable of fore ſeeing the evil, and 


of applying the remedy. Canaan, in 


common with others, is viſited with u the 


general calamity; and Jacob who lived 
there, Jacob the heir of the promiſe, 
| 95 18 


e 
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is ready to periſh, with his family, for- 


lack of food. But he ill underſtands the 


promiſes, and the power of God, who un- 


der the preſſure of any affliction, truſts to 


a miracle for relief, when honeſt and law- 
ful means are in his power. 


AFTER an interval of more than thir- 


teen years, we reviſit poor Jacob's me- 


lancholy habitation, and we find hum 


What he was from the beginning, a man 


of forrows and acquainted with grief. Be- 


hold a wound, which time could not cure, 


ſtill feſtering in his boſom. Behold 


him ſinking into the grave under a load 
which reaſon could not alleviate, nor re- 


ligion itſelf totally remove. His family, 
indeed, greatly increaſed by a multipli- 
city of grand-children; but that great 


bleſſing embittered and converted into a 


curſe, by the dreadful preſſure of famine. 
What a diſmal condition! Children 


crying for bread, and none to give them; 


the wretched parents looking at their 


periſhing offspring, and then at one ano- 
ther, in filent aſtouiſhment and de- 


ſpaĩr 


* 
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ſpair. Conſcience, which had probably 


{lept quietly 1n better days, would now, 


no doubt, awaken the bitter memory of 


guilt long paſt, and which they had en- 


deavoured to forget. The fight of their 


own children, ready to die of hunger, 
could not but revive the dreadful recol- 
lection of the time, when, in cold blood, 
they reſolved to ſtarve a brother, an in- 
nocent brother, to death. 


7 


IN Jacob bimſelf, we behold a moving 
and inſtructive picture of every child X 


God, and of that church whereof he was 
then the living head and repreſentative, 
“ troubled on every fide, yet not diſtreſſ- 


«ed; perplexcd, but not in deſpair; per- 
„ ſecuted, but not forſaken; caſt down, 


95 but not deſtroyed.” He heard there 
„ was corn in Egypt.” He had filver and 
gold in abundance; deſpondency was only 
adding to the evil, he therefore rouſes his 
aſtoniſhed ſons from their lethargy and de- 
jection, and propoſes a journey into Egypt, 


to buy food. There is no neceſſity fo co- 


gent, as that of cating. It eagerly catches, 
5 therefore, 


* th 
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therefore, at every proſpect of relief, be- 


lieves things incredible, attempts things 


impoſſible. The ten elder ſons of Jacob, 


then, ſet out for the land of Egypt on this 
errand, and into Egypt they c came. 


ON making the neceſſary enquiries, 


reſpecting the purchaſe of corn, they are 
directed, as all buyers, both natives and 


foreigners, were, to Joſeph, without 


whom no man lifted up his hand or 
his foot in all the land.” The change 
produced in a youth of ſeventeen, by the 
addition of thirteen years; his new name, 
his dreſs, his language and manners; his 
bigh ſtation and hls ſtately demeanour, 


ee e diſguiſed their brother 


from their knowledge; and Providence, 
determined to bate them not a fingle 
 1ota of the humiliation predicted by the 
dreams, proſtrates their ten ſheaves be- 
"UE fore the ſheaf of Joſeph,” levels the ten 


proud ipirts, at their unknown brother's 


- feet. Want makes men wonderfully 


ſubmiſſive and complying ; and they who 
fight againſt God, will ſooner or later 


find 
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: 
find themſelves dreadfully overmatched. 
Unknown by them, they ſtand well 
known and confeſſed to him. At fight 
of them, natural affection reſumes it's 
empire in his heart, and the tide which 
had long forgotten to flow, now ruſhes 
impetuouſ]y from it's ſource. He beholds 
ten; but Where are the two, more be- 
loved and endeared than all the reſt? It 
is impoſſible to conceive, much more to 
deſcribe, the emotions of Toſepl.'s foul,” 
ON hearing tidines of his father's family: 

to learn that his dear, his tender parent, 


Was ill in the land of the living ; ſurviv- 


ing ſo long, miſery fo dreadful; that his 
Soar 5 his own mother's ſon was 
alive with him alſo, and in health. The 


ſovereignty of Egypt, I am pertuaded, 
never 1 him fats: action half ſo ſin- 


Tun ſingularity of bis ſituation, evi- 


dently ſuggeſted to Joſeph the experiment 


which 15 now reſolved to make, of the 
temper and character of his brothers, 
and particularly of their diſpoſition, in an 


haur 
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hour of trial, toward their Father and 
Benjamin. I cannot ſuppoſe him for a 
moment actuated by ſentiments of re- 
PSs venge. Had he been under the influ- 
ence of ſuch a paſſion, the means of gra- 
tification were certainly moſt amply in 
his power. But the whole tenour of his 
conduct ſhews that he was governed by 
a very different ſpirit. His ſeverity is al- 
together affected, the better to carry on 
the deſign which he had formed; and the 
peculiarity of his behaviour towards ſome 
of the brothers, is to be aſcribed to ſome 
peculiar circumſtances in the hiſtory of the 
family, which the Sacred Penman has 
not thought proper to record. Some 
rigid critics, however, while they acquit 
13 of cruelty and revenge, ſeverely 
accuſe. him of impiety and profanity in 
ſwearing, and ſwearing repeatedly, ** by 
„e the life of Pharaoh,” and that to a 
charge which he well knew not to be 
: founded | in fact. It is not our deſign to 
undertake a juſtification of Joſeph in 


9 every particular. What character can 
ſtand throughout the teſt of a rigid exa- 
mination. 
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mination. Sacred Hiſtory exhibits men 


juſt as they are, not what they ought, in 
all reſpects, to be. Dark ſpots are moſt 
eaſily diſcerned on the whiteſt garments, 


and foul blemiſhes in the faireſt reputa- 
tions. But let no ſanity of character 
preſume to ſhelter the ſlighteſt deviation 


from the path of God's commandment. 


No, the ſmalleſt fin, if any fin be ſmall, 
is a degradation, and a diſgrace, to the moſt 


fanQified and exalted character. 


WuiLs Toſeph, the better to conceal © 


himſelf, talks and aQs like a true Egyp- 


tian, God employs his affected ſternneſs 
and ſeverity, to awaken their lumbering 


conſciences, and to ſhew the ſons of Ja- 
cob to themſelves. Treated as ſpies, 
roughly ſpoken to, their moſt ſolemn 
proteſtations diſregarded, put into priſon 
and anther treatment of Joſeph, 
in the evil day which put him in their 


power, ruſhes upon their memory in all 


it's guilt and horror, and they mutually 


. and reproach each other with 


their barbarity; “ ſaying one to another, 


| Vol. II. * 6 We 
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„We are verily guilty concerning our 
„ brother, in that we ſaw the anguiſh 
of his foul, when he befought us, and 
«© we would not hear: therefore is this 
e diſtreſs come upon us. And Reuben 
% anſwered them, ſaying, Spake I not 
„ unto you, ſaying, Do not fin againſt the 
child, and ye would not hear? There- 
fore, behold alſo, his blood is required*.” | 


Tus mutual and felf-accuſation, excites 
in the tender heart of Joſeph, emotions 
which he is unable to conceal. Hearing 
himſelf mentioned with ſo much tender- 
neſs and regret, by perſons once ſo cruel, 
and in a language which he had been long 
e e to bear, the pretended 
Egyptian becomes, in ſpite of himſelf, a 
real Iſraelite; his boſom ſwells, his viſage 
warms, the tear ſtarts to his eye. To pre- 
vent a premature diſcovery, he is con- 
ſtrained to retire, and to recompoſe him- 
ſelf. He returns, and rene ws the conver- 
fation, and again, aſſuming the Lord of 
Egypt, ſets nine at liberty, 3 Simeon 
* Gen. vl. 21, 22. 
before 
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before their eyes, and commits him to cloſe 
confinement, as a hoſtage for their return, 
together with Benjamin their brother. 


He then diſmiſſes them, loaded with 
corn for their families, and proviſion for 
the way, having ſecretly given orders to 
his ſteward, in making up the bags of corn, 


to depoſit each man's money in 1 mouth 


of his reſpective ſack. This was not diſ- 
covered till they were conſiderably ad- 


vanced on their journey homeward, when 


one of them, undoing his ſack to give his 
aſs provender, obſerved his money in his 
ſack's mouth. Upon their arrival in Ca- 
naan, the ſame thing is found to have hap- 

pened to them all. Comparing this ſin- 


gularly ſtrange circumſtance, with the reſt 


of their eventful journey to Egypt, they 


diſcern the hand of God in it, and obſerv- 


ing ſuch an unaccountable mixture of 
flattering, and of mortifying events, they 
remain, upon the whole, perplexed and 
confounded. When the mind is ſore, and 
the conſcience ſeriouſſy alarmed, diſpenſa- 
tions of every complexion, both mercy 
X 2 and 
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and judgment, are viewed with a fearful 
eye. When we know that we are deſerv- 
ing of puniſhment, every thing becomes 
a puniſhment to us, either felt or feared, 


AND now, again, the unhappy father, 
on reckoning his long- expected ſons, as 
they arrive, finds their number ſhort by 
one more; Simeon too is not;” and the 
account given of his abſence, inſtead of 
pouring balm into the wound, is 0 
vinegar upon nitre.” © Joſeph is 
not, and Simeon is not, and Benja- 
min 18 demanded. 'To- recover what he 
has loſt, he muſt riſk ſtill more. Si- 
meon is not what he ought to be, but his 
kind, his forgiving father cannot think of 
giving him up, . as he is. To 
Joſe a pious promiſing | child by death, 
is painful, but the death of a thought- 
leſs, graceleſs profligate, to a parent of 
piety and ſenſibility, is much worſe. We 
fee the diſtreſſed old man, putting off, 
and till putting off, the evil day. He 
has more than one reaſon for ſparing the 
corn 
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corn, brought from ſuch a diſtance, and 
procured at ſuch a riſk. Before a freſh 
. can be obtained, and Simeon re- 
ſtored, “ the ſon of his right-hand,” 
muſt be "le Benjamin muſt be 
taken away; and the thought of this 
plants a dagger in his heart. But the 
famine continues, neceſſity preſſes, and 
a ſecond pilgrimage muſt be undertaken. 
The account of it, however, mult for the 
preſent be deferred. The hiſtory ſwells 
upon our hands, and we will rather in- 
treat your patient attention to another 
Lecture on the ſubject, than haſten over 
a ſtory, ſo much calculated, at once, to Wil 
pleaſe and to inſtruct.—But behold a _ 


greater than Joſeph 1 18 here, | | 
BRHOLD Jeſus, *© far the ſuffering of 1 
« death,” * highly exalted,” diſtin- | | 
guiſhed by a name that is above every | i 
„% name,“ that at the name of Jeſus Fat 
every knee ſhould bow, of things in Fil | 
Heaven, and things in earth, and things 1 Wil 
e under the earth, 4 that every tongue 10 
ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is 1 
X 3 «*Lod | 
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„Lord, to the glory of God the Fa- 
& ther*,” —<©* All power is e unto 
«© mein Heaven and in earth+.” — The 
« Father himſelf judgeth no man: but 
* hath committed all judgment unto 
ce the Son. That all men ſhould honour . 
& the Son, even as they honour the 
« Father. He that honoureth not the 
Son, honoureth not the Father which 
c hath ſent him.“ “ am the bread 
* of life that came down from Heaven, 
« that a man may eat thereof, and not 
die. I am the living bread, which 
« came down from Heaven: if any man 
« eat of this bread, he ſhall live for 
„ever: and the 59880 that I will give, 
« 18 my fleſh, which I will give for 
„the life of the worlds.” He that 
% cometh unto me, ſhall never hunger : 
« and he that believeth on me, ſhall 
* never thirſt, All that the Father 
„ gweth me, ſhall come to me, and him 
chat cometh to me, I will in no wiſe 


* Phil. ii. 10, 11. I Matt. xxviii. 18. 
+ John v. 22, 3. 9 John vi. 50, 51. 
6 caſt 
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„% caſt out*.” © Ho, every one that 
« thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and 
„he that hath no money: come ye, 
© buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine 
e“ and milk without money, and with- 
% out pricef,” lt hath pleaſed the 
% Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs 140 
„ dwell f:“ and of his fulneſs have 85 0 
ye received and grace for grace.” AW 
My fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood 1 | 
is drink indeed$.”'—** Your fathers | | 
found corn in Egypt.” — Your fa- | 10 
thers did eat manna in the wilderneſs 144 
and are dead, but he that eateth of ö 0 
this bread ſhall live for ever. Who- j 0 


« ſo eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my _ 


«© blood, hath eternal life, and I will | 1 
* raiſe him up at the laſt day|].”—** Look _ 100 
„ unto me, and be ye Ard, all the | 
e ends of the earth; for I am God: and: - { [1100 
there is none elſe . * Bleſſed are | 
they chat ſhall eat bread in the king | IRA 


k Tohn vi. 35, 90 + Iſaiah lv. I. | T1000 


1 Col. i. 19. S John vi. 55. 1 


- 140 
John vi. 54 N Ifaiah xlv. 22. Wilt 
Mn 


7 * ö | { 
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dom of God.. Many mall come 
« from the caſt and weſt, and ſhall ſit 
66 down with Abraham, and Iſaac, and 
8 Jacob, in the kingdom of Heaven“. 5 
« —In my Father's houſe are many 
08 manſions ; . if it were not ſo, I would 
„have told you; ] go to prepare a place 
for you. And if 1 go and prepare a 
a" place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myſelf, that where 15 
* am, there ye may be alſof.“—““ In 
e thoſe days, and in that time, faith the 
6 Lord, the children of Hrael ſhall come, 
+ they, and the children of Judah to- 
& gether, going, and weeping : they 
o ſhall go, Ind ſock the Lord their God. 
oh They ſhall aſk the way to Zion with 
66 their faces thitherward, ſaying, come, 


„ and let us join ourſelves to the Lord, in T8 


«2a. perpetual covenant that ſhall not be 
28 forgotten ſ. "Ye are they which 
6 have CT with me in my temp- 
5 tations. And I appoint unto you a 


. Matt. viii. 11. Jahn xiv. 25 3 


43 Jer. I. 4s 5» 
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„ kingdom, as my Father bath appointed 
« unto me: that ye may eat and drink at 
„my table in my kingdom, and fit on 
5 thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
„ I{rael*,” —*< Eat O friends, drink, yea 
drink abundantly, O beloved.“ —* He 
e that cometh unto me I will in no 
e wiſe caſt out,” —* Theſe things have 
A ſpoken unto you, that in me ye might 
% have peace, in the world ye ſhall have 
« tribulation : but be of good chear, I 
„have overcome the world.“ 


* Luke xxii. 28—30. f John xvi, 33 : 
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GENESIS XLV, 3, 4, 5. | 160 


AND JOSEPH SAID TO HIS BRETHREN, I AM 140 
JOSEPH; DOTH MY FATHER YET LIVE? ST || 
AND HIS BRETHREN COULD NOT ANSWER | | ih 
HIM: FOR THEY WERE TROUBLED AT HIS 4 
PRESENCE. AND JOSEPH SAITH UNTO HIS FAY 
BRETHREN, COME NEAR TO ME, I PRAY Wl 
YOU: AND THEY CAME NEAR, AND HE 1 
SAID, I AM JOSEPH YOUR BROTHER, WHOM = Wi 
YE SOLD INTO EGYPT. NOW THEREFORE 
BE NOT GRIEVED NOR ANGRY WITH YOUR- 
| SELVES, THAT YE SOLD ME HITHER. FOR 
GOD DID SEND ME. HITHER BEFORE You, i | 17218 
TO PRESERVE LIFE. 1 1 


——— ALT 4 i 4 — 
- Con Bape — ——— 1 Oe. prone 


HE productions of human power 110 

. Ar 3 N | l 

and ſkill, afford but an imperfect : 1 
| : | | | - 4 ; $1000 | [| 
and ſhort-lived pleaſure. The delight FIN 
EE of ------. . 
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of the artiſt himſelf j is over, long before 
his work is completed, and the 8 
of the ſpectator laſts, only till he is let 

into the ſecret, and admitted behind the 
ſcenes.— It is not ſo with the works of 
God. When the mighty fabric of the 
univerſe was finiſhed, God ſurveyed his 
Work with perfect complacency and ſa- 
tisfaction, for behold it was all very 
„ good;“ and ſuch, to this day, it ap- 
pears in the eye of every beholder. No 
frequency of contemplation; no cloſe- 
neſs of inſpection; no keenneſs of inveſti- 
gation, or ſucceſs in diſcovery, ever bring 
on wearineſs or diſguſt, The eye is 
eternally delighted with the magnificence 
and er of the azure vault, with 
the verdure, and the variety of the fertile 
earth. The muſick of the grove never 
falls to charm the liſtening ear; the per- 
fume exhaled from the flower, and the 
ſhrub, and the tree, never palls upon the 
ſenſe. The whole order, harmony, ma- 
jeſty, and beauty of Nature, for ever aſto- 
niſh, compoſe, elevate, inform, and in- 
ſtruct the ſoul. 
THE 
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 Tns ſame may, with truth, be ſaid 
of the Word of God. What human 
compoſition ſo exquiſite as always to 
| pleaſe ? What human compoſition have 
we patience to turn over a tenth, or a 
twentieth time? The ſtores of human 
wiſdom are quickly exhauſted ; the eye 
ſpeedily reaches forward to the end 
of created perfection. But, though 
the charm of novelty may have paſſed 
away, though memory may have ſtored 
itfelf with the very words, and the 
heart may have felt the impreſſion a 
thouſand and a thouſand times, yet the 
beauty, the force, the excellency, the im- 
portance, of Scripture compoſition, re- 
main in undiminiſhed luſtre, That ſun 
in the firmament of grace, which has 
irradiated, cheered, and bleſſed ages and 
generations paſt, is alſo our light and 
our glory, and ſhall, with e 
ſtrength, with unconfined liberality, dif- 
fuſe light, and life, and joy, to the final 
conſummation of all things, 
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Ir ſerious minds be diſpoſed to think 
thus of Scripture in general, all perſons 
of ſenſibility and taſte will, I am per- 
| Tuaded, agree in forming ſuch a judg- 

ment of the hiſtory of Joſeph in parti- 
cular. The unlettered man, and the 
ſcholar; the child, and the grown man; 
the ingenious, and the ſimple; the be- 
hever, and the infidel; Greek, and Jew, 
have, in every age, admired, delighted in, 
and edified by, a ſtory, which, clothed 
with all the graces of eloquence, exhi- 
bits the moſt uncommon, ſurprizing, 
affecting, and important events; and 
which conveys the pureſt and moſt ſub- 
lime leſſons of piety and morality. 


TE famine continued to rage with 
unrelenting ſeverity, in Egypt, and in the 
countries adjacent, and dire indeed muſt 
have been the preſſure of that calamity, 
which compelled a father, tender and 
affectionate like Jacob, after loſing two 

| ſons by a ſtroke heavier than that of 
death, to part with his youngeſt, dar- 
ling hope, at the riſk of never ſeeing 
him 
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him more. How horrid muſt that plague 
be which can force a fond mother to de- 
vour her own child for food! Let this 
awful reflection, in a year of ſcarcity, 


and at a ſeaſon of waſte and Juxury®, 


check profuſion, awaken our compaſſion 
to the poor and wretched, and temper our 
joy. The old man yields up his Benja- 


min, as if his own body were diſmember- 


ing limb by limb. 2 If it muſt be ſo now“ 
take your brother, and ariſe, go again 
«* unto the man. And God Almighty 


give you mercy before the man, that 


ta is may ſend away your other brother, 


and Benjamin: if I be bereaved of my 


« children, I am bereavedf.“ 


WIA double money in their hands, 


then, with a preſent, conſiſting of the 


choiceſt productions of Canaan, for the 


Governor of Egypt, and with the heart 
and foul of their aged father in their 
cuſtody, they ſet out on a ſecond pilgri- 
mage- to buy food. What is a land pro- 


* December 25th, 1 4 Gen xliii. 13, 14. 


ducing 


—— 
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ducing ** balm, honey, ſpices, myrrh, 
* nuts, and almonds,” compared to a 
land of corn! What worthleſs things 
are gold and filver compared to bread. If 


our own country be leſs fertile in the 


wine and oil, the drugs and perfumes, 
the gems and gold, of other regions, it 
is more abundantly productive of the 
ſtaff, and of the protection of life, — the 


© fineſt of the wheat,“ the oak amore. 


firm and durable than cedar, and } iron more 
precious than rubies. 


TuRIR arrival being announced to Jo- 
: ſeph, and his brother Benjamin appear- 
ing with the reſt; Benjamin, whom hay- 
ing parted with a child, he could not 
have known, but from the company 
in which he was found, he gives orders 
to make preparation for a great entertain- 
ment, in honour of theſe ſtrangers. The 
men were not more diſtreſſed at the 


| harſhneſs of the treatment which they 
met with at firſt, than they are perplex- 
ed and confounded, at the exceſſive kind- 


neſs and hoſpitality of their preſent re- 


| ception 3 ; 
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ception: for an ill-conſcience is ever 
timid and ſuſpicious. Againſt the time 
of Joſeph's arrival they make ready their 
preſent, and being admitted into his pre- 
ſence, they again proſtrate themſelves to 
the earth before him. In vain do men 
ſet themſelves to countera& the decrees 
of Heaven, 


AFTER the cuſtomary ſalutations, with 
A mixture of anxiety and hope, he en- 
quires after the life and welfare of their 
father, and, to his inexpreſſible ſatisfac- 
tion, learns that he was alive and in 
health. —But the fight of Benjamin 
awakens too many tender recollections to 
be reſiſted; too many fond ideas to be 
ſuppreſſed. The premature loſs of their 
common parent; the partial affection of 
their kind father; the preſent anxiety and 
diſtreſs of the venerable man; his own 
ſtrange eventful hiſtory; Benjamin's ten- 
der youth, his diſtance from home, his 
ſeparation from paternal care and protec- 
tion, his expoſedneſs to dangers which had 
almoſt proved fatal to bioaſelF; all, all- 

VoL. II. 1 ruſh 
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ruſh upon his mind at once, and excite 


emotions too powerful to be concealed. 


He is obliged to retire, in order to throw 
a veil over thoſe feelings which muſt have 


betrayed him, and he gives vent to his 
heart in ſecret. Having recompoſed him- 


{elf, he returns to the company. and re- 
ſuming the Egyptian, commands the en- 
tertainment to be ſerved up. Three ta- 


| bles are ſet out, one for himſelf apart, as 


Governor of the country ; another for his 
gueſts, by themſelves ; and a third for the 
Egyptians of his houſhold, or ſuch as might 
be invited on the occaſion. For the Egyp- 


tians, either from religious ſcruples, or 


political pride and averſion, abhorred a 
communication with other nations, in 


convivial or ſacred entertainments. 


Ab here was preſented a freſh ſource 


of wonder to the ſons of Jacob. By Jo- 


ſeph's direction they are arranged at table, 
in the exact order of their birth, without 
enquiry or information on his part. This, 


in connection with the account which it 
behoved them to have heard, concerning 
N ſuch 


[ 


8 
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ſuch an extraordinary perſon, muſt have 
conveyed to them an idea of a ſagacity 
altogether preternatural. Nor would their 
ſurprize be diminiſhed, by the diſtin- 
guiſhed mark of reſpect ſhewn to their 
youngeſt brother ; for the meſs ſent from 
the Governor's table to him was five 
„ times” the quantity of any of the 
reſt; and it was thus that in ancient 
times, among eaſtern nations, ſuperior 
deference and eſteem were expreſſed. 
However, the increaſing feſtivity of the 
| banquet, gradually diſſipated all their ter- 
rors. They drank and were merry.“ 
The Hebrew word, unqueſtionably, in- 
ſinuates that they drank to exceſs, 
It is natural for men, to ruſh from one 
| extreme to another, and it is not im- 
| probable that Joſeph threw this tempta- 
| tion in their way, in order to obtain 
a more thorough inſight into their tem- 
per and character, by obſerving them 
attentively, in a ſituation, when the 
heart overflows, and the tongue conceals 
and diſguiſes nothing. Whatever be 

in this, he is preparing a trial for them, 

| YT more 


ter, to anſwer for it. 
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more ſevere than any which they had as 
yet experienced, and which in ſome mea- 
ſure compenſated the anguiſh they had 
occaſioned to their father, when they 
impreſſed him with the belief of his ſon's 


death. 


LoApEp with civilities, provided with 


a ſupply of corn for their ſtarving fami- 


lies, Simeon reſtored, Benjamin not de- 


| tained ; they ſet out on their journey to 

Canaan, with a merry heart, talking one 
to another of the ſtrange things which 
had come to paſs. But ſcarcely are they 
got clear of the city, when they are pur- 


ſued and overtaken by Joſeph's ſteward, 
charging them with theft, and command- 
ing them inſtantly to return to his maſ- 


Ce 


WII terror and aſtoniſhment, though 


in the confidence of innocence, they deny 


the charge, and reaſon upon the impro- 


| bability of it. Search is made among 


their ſtuff for the goods alleged to be 
ſtolen; ten are acquitted with honour, 
4 and 
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and they are juſt beginning to exult 
in the detected falſhood of ſuch a ſcan- 


dalous imputation, when, to their utter 


confuſion, Joſeph's cup was found in 
Benjamin's ſack. 
ſhame and terror, they are again con- 
ducted to his preſence. The crime is 
proved, to deny it were vain, to excuſe 
it nugatory and abſurd; and to account 
for It, 1 it is impoſſible, 


Juran, who had been moſt urgent 


with his father to ſend Benjamin, and 


| who had ſolemnly pledged himſelf for his 


ſafe return, feels himſelf called forth, 


and in a ſtrain of the moſt pathetic elo- 


quence that ever flowed from an aching 


| heart, attempts, not to extenuate or ex- 
culpate, but to raiſe compaſſion, and te 
obtain mercy. The piece is of exquiſite 


beauty and elegance, and being in every 
one's hands, may be re- erated at your 


leiſure. The Jewiſh Writers take delight | 
in dwelling upon, and expanding it. Phi- 


lo, in particular, in his treatiſe, entitled, 


i Joleph, ” has given a paraphraſe of 
Y 4 this 


Overwhelmed with 
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this eech of Judah, which poſſeſſes 
wonderful elegance and propriety of ex- 
preſſion, and much force of thought, 
Some of you, perhaps, may not be dil. 
pleaſed with having an opportunity of 
comparing the diffuſive, laboured elo- 
quence, of the Par aphraſt, with the ener- 
getic ſimplicity of the Sacred Text. The 
former puts into Judah's mouth, the fol- 
lowing addreſs : 


«© WHEN we appeared, Sir, before you, 
« the firſt time, we anſwered without 
« «© reſerve, and according to the ſtricteſt 
„truth, all the queſtions which you 
were pleaſed to put to us concerning 
our family. We acquainted you, that 
* we had a father heavily laden with 
years, but ſtill more heavily, with miſ- 
« fortunes ; a father, whoſe whole life 
«© had been one continued ſtruggle with 
« adverſity. We added, that we had a 
$6 brother peculiarly dear to him, as the 
children born towards the end of their 

„life, generally are to old men, and 
who is the only one remaining of bis 
mother; 
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„mother; his brother having come in 
« early youth to a moſt tragical end. 
% You commanded us, as the proof of 
* our veracity and innocence, to bring 
that brother unto you, and your 
„ command was delivered with ſuch 
„ threatenings, that the terror of them 
accompanied us all the way back to 
« our country, and embittered the re- 
„ mainder of our journey. We report- 
ed every thing minutely to our father, 
as you directed us. Reſolutely, and 
66 long, he refuted to entruſt us with the 


46 care of that child. Love ſuggeſted a 


« thouſand cauſes of apprehenſion upon 
He loaded us with the 


& his account. 
„ bittereſt reproaches for having declared 
„ that we had another lack. Sub. 


& dued by the famine, he at length re- 


0 luctantly conſented; and, putting his 
0 beloved ſon, this unhappy youth, in- 
« to our hands, conjured us by every 
„dear, every awful name, to guard 


«& with tenderneſs his precious life, and, 

* as we would not ſee him expire before 
* our eyes in anguiſh and deſpair, to 
$6 bring 


Y 4 
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„ bring him back in ſafety. He parted 
„ with him as with a limb torn from 
„his own body; and in an agony of grief 
© inexpreſſible, deplored the dreadful 
„ neceflity, which ſeparatad him from 
* a ſon, on whom all the happineſs of 
< his life depended. How then can we 
„appear before a father of ſuch delicate 
„ ſenſibility ? With what eyes ſhall we 
dare to look upon him, unleſs we carry 
„back with us this ſon of his right 
„hand, this ſtaff of his old age, whom 
alas! you have condemned to ſlave- 
* ry? The good old man will expire 
in horrors dreadful to nature, as ſoon 
as he ſhall find that his ſon is not 
with us. Our enemies will inſult 
* over us under theſe misfortunes, and 
treat us as the moſt infamous of par- 
„ ricides. I muſt appear to the world, 
, and to myſelf, as the perpetrator of 
40 that moſt horrid of crimes, the mur- 
66 der of a father; for it was I who moſt 
+ urgently preſſed my father to yield. 
„J engaged by the moſt ſolemn pro- 
5 miſes, and the molt ſacred pledges, 
66 o 
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« to bring the child back. Me he entruſt- 
“ed with the ſacred depoſit, and of my 
„hand he will require it Have pity, 
„] beſeech you, on the deplorable con- 
« dition of an old man, {tripped of his 
« laſt comfort, and whoſe miſery will 
„ be aggravated, by reflecting that he 
„ foreſaw it's approach, and yet wanted 
% reſolution to prevent it. If your juſt 
indignation muſt needs have a ſacri- 
“ fice, here I am ready, at the price of 
„my liberty, or of my life, to expiate 
this young man's guilt, and to ur. * 
« chaſe his releaſe? Grant this requeſt, 
* not ſo much for the ſake of the youth 
„ himſelf, as of his abſent father, who 
% never offended you, but who venerates 
« your perſon, and eſteems your virtues. 
Suffer us not to plead in vain for a 

* ſhelter under your right hand, to 
„Which we flee, as to an holy altar, 

< conſecrated to be a refuge to the miſera- 

e ble. Pity an old man, who during 
the whole courſe of a long life, has 
„ cultivated arts becoming a perſon | of 
** wiſdom and probity, and who, on ac- 
count 
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& bring him back in ſafety. He parted 
„ with him as with a limb torn from 
his own body; and in an agony of grief 
«© inexpreſſible, deplored the dreadful 
te neceſſity, which ſeparatad him from 
% ſon, on whom all the happineſs of 
his life depended. How then can we 
« appear before a father of ſuch delicate 
“ ſenſibility ? With what eyes ſhall we 
dare to look upon him, unleſs we carry 
back with us this ſon of his right 
„ hand, this ſtaff of his old age, whom 
55 alas! you have condemned to ſlave- 
0 ry? The good old man will expire 
in horrors dreadful to nature, as ſoon 
$ as he ſhall find that his fon is not 
« with us. Ous enemies will inſult 
over us under theſe misfortunes, and 
5 treat us as the moſt infamous of par- 
„ ricides. I muſt appear to the world, 
e and to myſelf, as the perpetrator of 
„that moſt horrid of crimes, the mur- 
der of a father; for it was I who moſt 
* urgently preſſed my father to yield. 
J engaged by the moſt ſolemn pro- 
$6 miles, a the molt ſacred pledges, 
5 0 to 


f 
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* to bring the child back. Me he entruſt- 
ed with the ſacred depoſit, and of my 
„hand he will require it Have pity, 
] beſeech you, on the deplorable con- 
dition of an old man, ſtripped of his 


* laſt comfort, and whoſe miſery will 
* be aggravated, by reflecting that he 


4 foreſaw it's approach, and yet wanted 
* reſolution to prevent it. If your juſt 

e indignation muſt needs have a ſacri- 
„ fice, here I am ready, at the price of 


„my liberty, or of my life, to expiate 


this young man's guilt, and to pur- 
„ chaſe his releaſe? Grant this requeſt, 


„not ſo much for the ſake of the youth 


„ himſelf, as of his abſent father, who 
& never offended you, but who venerates 
„your perſon, and eſteems your virtues. 
« Suffer us not to plead in vain for a 
e ſhelter under your right hand, to 
* which we flee, as to an holy altar, 
e conſecrated to be a refuge to the miſera- 


ble. Pity an old man, who during 
« the whole courſe of a long life, has 


$6 cultivated arts becoming ”% perſon of 
bf wiſdom and probity, and who, on ac- 
<6 count 
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* count of his amiable qualities, 1s al- 
„ moſt adored by the inhabitants of Sy- 
ria and Canaan, though he profeſs a 
religion, and follow a mode of living, 
& totally different from theirs.” x 


Tris addreſs, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, poſſeſſes uncommon grace and 
tenderneſs, but it is evident from 
whence the modern Jew has copied his 
tendereſt and moſt delicate touches; and 
| when the copy and the original are 
brought cloſe together, it will be appa- 
rent, to a diſcerning eye, which is the 
moſt finiſhed piece, If Philo has made 
Judah ſpeak well, it will hardly be diſ- 
puted that Moſes has made him ſpeak 
much better. 


Tur words of Judah penetrated the 
heart of Joſeph. The affectionate man- 
ner in which his father was mentioned; 
the unfeigned earneſtneſs expreſſed, to 
fave him from the impending blow ; the 
generoſity of his offer to put himſelf in 
Benjamin's place, to purchaſe a parent's 
comfort 


1 
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comfort and a brother s releaſe, at the 


price of his own liberty; all this ſatisfies 


him, that time, and affliction, and a ſenſe 


of duty, and the powerful conſtraint of 


returning nature, had introduced another 
and a happier ſpirit, into the family. He 


finds himſelf incapable of any longer de- 
ferring the pleaſure which he ſhould both 
receive and communicate, by making a 


diſcovery of himſelf. The curioſity of 


his domeſtics muſt have been greatly ex- 
cited, by the unaccountable peculiarity of 


his behaviour to theſe ſtrangers, but he 
does not chuſe to have any ſpectators of 


that ſcene of nature which he was medi- 


tating, except thoſe who were to be actors 


in it. The heart likes not to have it's 
ſtronger ware denn ſeen of many wit- 
neſſes. The heatt knoweth it's own 


«6 3 and a ſtranger intermeddleth 


not with it's joy.” He therefore com- 
mands every Egyptian out of the apart- 


ment, and, being left alone with his eleven 


brothers, whole conſternation muſt have 
been greatly increaſed, by the orders which 
they had bean given, he burſts into an 
= agony 
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agony of tenderneſs, and, in words inarti- 


culate and indiſtin& through tears, declares 

in one breath who he was, and in the 
next, with accents that pierce the ſoul, 
pours out his heart in a tender enquiry 
after his old kind father. Two ſhort 
words unfold the whole myſtery of this 
ſtrange conduct. 


Bur what language can convey an 
adequate idea of Joleph's feelings at that 
moment; the feelings of a heart glow- 
ing at the thought of once more behold- 
ing his venerable fire, of being preſſed 
to his boſom, of chearing and cheriſh- 
ing his declining years; a heart melting 
into ſympathy, forgiveneſs and brotherly 
love, exulting in the joy of rendering 
good for evil; a heart loſt in wonder 
and overflowing with gratitude, while 
it contemplated the wiſdom and goodneſs 
of all- ruling Providence, in producing 
ſuch events, by means ſo incompre- 
henſible.— The feelings of the bro- 
thers too, are rather to be conceived 
than deſcribed. Thunderſtruck with 

— =p aſtoniſh- 
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aſtoniſhment, oppreſſed with ſhame, 
ſtung with remorſe, petrified with ter- 
ror; no, not terror; the words, the 
looks, the tears of their relenting bro- 
ther, aſſure them in a moment that they 
have nothing to fear. But, unable to 
make any reply, they afford the noble- 
minded, the condeſcending Joſeph, an 
opportunity of ſo far recovering himſelf, 
as to be able to adminiſter this ſtrongeſt 
of all conſolation, That their unkindneſs 
to himſelf had been intended, ordered, 
and over-ruled of God, to anſwer the 
moſt valuable and important purpoſes to 9 
him, to themſelves, to their father's Wl} 
houſe, and to many nations. *© Now = if 
therefore be not grieved, nor angry 109 
„with yourſelves, that ye ſold me hi- 
ther: for God did ſend me before you, \ 
to preſerve life*.” In this addreſs of | | 
Joſeph, I know not which to admire. 100 
moſt: his magnanimity in pardoning of- WH! 
fences ſo atrocious, loſing fight of the J 
criminals in his brothers; his wonderful +. || 
| ſkill in adaptingthe ſtyle of his conſola- _ 
„ 1 


tory 9 


| 
© - 
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tory arguments ſo exactly to the circum- 


ſtances of the caſe; his invincible humi- 
lity, in carrying the ſpirit and temper of 


the lowlieſt condition and relations of hu- 


manity, into the loftieſt, moſt envied, and 


moſt corruptive ſtation of courtly gran- 
deur; or his pure, fervent, and ſoblime 


piety, in conſidering, and acknowledging 


all that had come to paſs, as the deſign 


and operation of Heaven. 


WIrn infinite judgment and propriety, 


the Sacred Hiſtorian has put no reply 
whatever into the mouths of the br others. 


There are certain ſituations which defy 


deſcription; certain emotions which fi- 
lence beſt, which ſilence only, can Anden, 
And fuch was theirs. 


8 is not ſo loſt in joy, 
as to forget that it was far from being per- 
fect, till one more became a partaker of 


it; nor ſo much ſwallowed up in the pre- 


ſent, as to neglect the future. With glad- 


neſs of heart would he have flown to He- 


bran, and been himſelf the announcing 
meſſenger 
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meſſenger of his own life and proſperity, 
to the good old man; but the duties of 
his ſtation forbid. It is one of the taxes 
which greatneſs is doomed to pay : it muſt 
learn to repreſs the inclinations, and to 
forego the pleaſures, of the private citi- 
zen: Princes live not to themſelves but 
to the public; and the happineſs of mil- 
lions is a felicity infinitely ſuperior to 
every ſordid, every ſelfiſh gratification. 


He could not, muſt not, go to his father; © 


but it was not impoſſible to remove his 


father into Egypt. The excellence of 
his diſpoſition appears in every thing; 
in characters like his, we do not find duty 
juſtling duty out of doors, but every one 
is in it's proper place. Paſſion is temper- 
ed by prudence, and wiſdom animated bß 
paſſion, To render the projected remo- 
val of his venerable parent as eaſy and | 
comfortable as poſſible to his advanced 


age, and increaſing infirmities, he pro- 


poles, for his reſidence, the land of Go- 
| then, which was a province of the lower 


Egypt, on the eaſt fide of the Nile, bor- 
dering upon Arabia, and a frontier to 


Paleſtine. 
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Paleſtine. This province was fit for feed- 
ing cattle, the profeſſion which his father 
and brethren followed; and it was not far 
from the city where the Egyptian mo- 
narchs uſually reſided, and where Joſeph's 
ſtated habitation of courſe was. It is call- 


ed Zoan in the ſeventy-eighth pſalm, and 


Tanais by profane authors. This near— 
neſs of ſituation, Joſeph alleged as one 
motive to induce his father to undertake 


the journey; and there he engaged to 


maintain him, and all his farnily, in afflu- 
ence and comfort. | | 


In Pharaoh, we have an | amiable in- 
ſtance of qualities rarely to be found in 


the character of princes attachment and 
gratitude. He cheerfully confirms all 


the engagements of his miniſter, though 


they 3 to the diſpoſing of a whole 
province of his empire; he outruns the 

wiſhes and deſires of even filial duty and 
affection, and ſtrives to repay the kind- 
neſs of Joſeph, whom God had made a 


father to him, by becoming a ſhield and 
protector to his father's hole, But 
5 85 what 


LECT. xIv.] HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 353 


what ſhall we ſay; what ſhall we think; | 
of Joſeph himſelf? Men, ſuddenly and 
remarkably elevated, are apt to forget 
themſelves, to forget thoſe from whom 
they ſprung, and the means by which 
they roſe. But behold the prime miniſter 
of a mighty empire, the favourite of a 
great and powerful prince, the lord of 
Egypt, attending to the conveniency and 
comfort of an old ſhepherd, whoſe per- 
ſon was unknown in the country which 
he governed, his religion abhorred, and his 
occupation deſpiſed. O Nature, Nature! 
How honourable is thy empire, how glo- 
rious are thy triumphs! 


JosEPH is now as eager to haſten the 
departure of his brethren, as he was before 
artful to detain them, and at Pharaoh's 
command, diſmiſſes them with a retinue 
ſuitable to the rank and dignity of the man 
who was next to the throne. But it is 
with pleaſure we obſerve, that the ſplen- 
dor of this retinue, was not the filly oſ- 
tentation of wealth and power, but the diſ- 
play of much better paſſions, the kind- 
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neſs, the liberality, the gratitude of a good 
and honeſt heart. 


knw Is the ſun indeed at length going 


to ariſe upon Jacob's hoary head And 
ſhall the heart ſo long dead to joy, yet 


once more awaken to tranſport? And 


ſhall his eyes at laſt cloſe in peace? Alas, 
alas! are we not all dying to the world, 
before we begin to live to comfort? Is not 


the drama of life over, before we are well 


5 fenſible that our part in the ſcene has com- 

menced? Is it not rather too late in life 
to purchaſe a bleſſing fo tranſitory, by a 
change ſo great? What will a man not 
do, to fave his family from periſhing; and 


8 


to be joined to ſuch a fon as Joleph? It is 
indeed late in life, before we die to hope; 


and wiſely and well it is ordered, that we 


ſhould hope to the end. Ihe man who 
has ſuffered ſo much, who has died fo 


often, has not much more either to feel or 
to fear, 


Tris dawning of hapnineſs upon the 
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ſo new, ſounlike the common complexion 
of his lot, opens ſo many intereſting views 
of Providence, that I truſt you will deem 
with me, the protperovs period of Jacob's 
hiſtory, deſerving of a LeQure by itſelf, 
Here then we break off, after having ſug- 
geſted to your minds a few texts of Scrip= 
ture, tending to illuſtrate and apply our 
_ 


At there aroſe a mighty famine 
| * in that land, and he began to be in 
want. And he went and joined him 
« {elf to a citizen of that country, and 
she ſent him into his fields to feed 
„ ſwine. And he would fain have filled 
„his belly with the huſks that the 
„ ſwine did eat: and no man gave unto 
„ him. And when he came to himſelf, 
| * he faid, How many hired ſervants of 
| © my father's have bread enough, and 
| © to ſpare, and I periſh with hunger! 
I will ariſe, and go to my father, and 
„ Will. ſay unto him, Father, 1 have 
finned againſt Heaven, and before thee; 
| | 2 2 | And 
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* And am no more worthy to be called 
„ thy ſon: make me as one of thy 
* hired ſervants. And he aroſe, and came 
4 to his father: But when he was yet a 
« oreat way off, his father ſaw him, and 


had compaſſion, and ran, and fell on his 


„neck, and killed him“. Come unto 
„% me all ye that labour, and are heavy la- 
" « den, and J will give you reſt. Take 
** my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 

« for I am meek and lowly in heart: and 


ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls}.”— 


„J eave thy fatherleſs children, I will 


e preſerve them alive: and let thy widows | 
40 truſt in me. —<< Fear not, little flock; 
« for it is your Father's good e 
„to give you the kingdom g. — 0 


Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that k1l- 
«Jeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them 
© that are ſent unto thee, how often 
& would I have gathered thy children to- 
10 gether, even as a hen gathereth her 


„ chickens under her wings, and ye 


* Luke xv. 1420. + Matt. xi. 28, 29. 
+ Jer. xlix. 11. Luke xii. 32. 


„„ Would 
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„ would not* .“ —*< For of a truth, againſt 
thy holy child Jeſus, whom thou haſt 
„ anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pi- 
late with the Gentiles, and the people 
of Iſrael were gathered together. For 
* to do whatſoever thy hand and thy 
* counſel determined before to be done}F.”” 
—* Becauſe the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer 
„than men: and the weakneſs of God 
« is ſtronger than men. . This cometh 
forth from the Lord of Hoſts, which 
is wonderful in counſel, and excellent 
„in workings.” —<* Truft in the Lord, 

and do good, ſo ſhalt thou dwell in 

„the land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. 
Delight thyſelf allo in the Lord, and 
che ſhall give thee the deſires of thine | 
„heart. Commit thy way unto the 
„Lord, truſt alſo in him, and he ſhall 
5 bring it to pals. And he ſhall bring 
„forth thy righteouſneſs as the light, 
and thy judgment as the noon-day, 
The ſteps of a good man are ordered 


Matt. xxiii. 37. 1 Acts iv. 27, 28. 
+ 1 Cor. 1. 25. $ Iſaiah xxvill. 29, 


2 3 66 by 
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6 by the Lord, and he delighteth in his 
& way®.” —** Acquaint now thyſelf with 
& him, and be at peace: thereby good 
£ ſhall come uuto theef.”'—*< In all thy 


*« ways acknowledge him, and he ſhall 
direct thy paths .“ 


+ Job xxii, 21. + Prov, iii. 6, 


HISTORY 


HISTORY or JACOB axp JOSEPH. 


LECT UE KI 


GENESIS XLV. 24—28. 


SO HE SENT HIS BRETHREN AWAY, AND THEY 
DEPARTED: AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, 


SEE THAT YE FALL NOT OUT BY THE WAY. 


AND THEY Wexr UP OUT OF EGYPT, AND 
' CAME INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN UxTO 


JACOB THEIR FACHERz AND TOLD HIM, 


SAYING, JOSEPH Is YET ALIVE, AND HE 1S 
GOVERNOR OVER ALL THE LAND OP 
EGYPT. AND JACOB'S HEART FAINTED, 
FOR HE BELIEVED THEM NOT. AND PHEY 


.TOLD HIM ALL THE WORDS OF JOSEPH, 
WHICH HE HAD SAID UNT®O THEM: AND 
WHEN HE SAW THE WAGGONS WHICH jo- 


SEPH HAD SENT TO CARRY HIM, THE SPI- 
RIT OF JACOB THEIR FATHER, REVIVED. 
AND ISRAEL SAID, IT IS ENOUGH: JOSEPH 


MY SON 18 YET ALIVE : 1 WILL GO AND 
SEE HIM BEFORE I DIE. 


Z 4 . 


r — 
a : - 
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F there be pure and perfect joy upon 
earth, it is that which fills the heart 

of a parent, when he hears of the wiſ- 
dom, the virtue, and the proſperity of a 
darling child. If there be ſorrow which 
aaa not of conſolation, it is the ſor- 
row of a father, for the vice or folly 
of an ungracious, thankleſs fon, and for 
the miſery into which he has plunged 
himſelf. The Patriarch Jacob felt both 
| theſe in the extreme. He had now lived 
to the age of one hundred and thirty 
years; and had proved all the bitter Va- 
riety of human wretchedneſs. Every 
change of condition which he has hitherto 
2 . is only the ſad tranſition fiom 
affliction to affliction. The burthen, at 
length, becomes too heavy to bear, and 
we ſee a miſerable old man, ſinking into 
the grave, under the accumulated Sight 
of woes inſupportable. In parting with 
Benjamin, he had yielded up his laft 
ſtake, and had renounced all hopes of hap- 
pineſs in this world; and we ſee him 
calrnly looking for ward to that peaceful re- 


gion, 
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gion, where the wicked ceaſe from troub- 
lung, and where the weary are at reſt. 


Bur the full eſtimate of human life 


cannot be made, till he ſcene is cloſed. | 
The ſhades of night at laſt begin to diſ- 11 
perſe, and the day dawns. While he is 14 h | 
tormenting himſelf, in Canaan, with the 1H 
apprehenſion of never ſeeing more his. 10 
laſt, his only remaining hope, Provi— 1110 
dence is maturing, in Egypt, a gracious | il 
deſign in his behalf, which is, in a mo- 1 
ment, to turn his ſorrow into Joy. — 1 
ſeph having diſcovered himſelf to his | 1 
brethren, ae their return home- | Wy 
ward, and diſmiſſes them, provided with — Wl 
every accommodation for the lafe and com- 1 
fortable removal of their aged father, Ml 
and of their tender children, What a r 
triumph was that of Joſeph! What a glo- fi | 
rious ſuperiority! The triumph of How 1 


ven, the ſuperiority of God himſelf, 
who ** overcomes evil with good.“ But 
he is unable to conceal the partiality of 
his affection to Benjamin. As he diſtin- 
guiſhed him, at table, by a five-fold por- 
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tion, he diſtinguiſhes him, at parting 


with a more ſplendid and coſtly preſent, 
couſiſting of three hundred pieces of fil- 


ver, and five changes of raiment.—In 


a wardrobe of great value and variety, a 
conſiderable part of antient maznficence 
conſiſted. This we learn both from Scrip- 
ture, and from profane authors. Samſon 


Propoſed as a reward to him who ſhould 
expound his riddle, © thirty changes of 


“ garments.“ Naaman the Syrian, among 
other valuable commodities, carried“ ten 
„changes of garments,” as a gratifica- 
tion to the Prophet, from whom he 
expected the cure of his leproſy. Under 
the firſt Roman Emperors, this vanity 
and extravagance were carried to ſuch an 
exceſſive height, that the Prætor Lucul- 
lus, according to Plutarch his biographer, 


had two hundred changes of apparel ; and 


Horace inſinuates, in one of his epiſtles, 
that, by ſome, the luxury was carried to 
the enormous extravagance of five thou- 
| ſand ſuits. And it 1s, without doubt, to 


this oſtentatious profuſion, that the Apoſtle 
Joes alludes, when he thus cenſures the 


abuſe 


LECT. XV.] JACOB AND JOSEPH, 363 


abuſe of wealth, go to now ye rich men, 


te weep and how! for your miſeries; your 
“ riches are corrupted, and your g garments 
dare moth-eaten.” 


Bur was it wiſely done, Sage governor 
of Egypt? Was it wiſely done, thus to 
ſcatter the ſeeds of jealouſy and envy in 
hearts ſo ſuſceptible of thoſe dreadful paſ- 


ſions? Have you forgotten the coat of 


many colours, the dangerous badge of 
your father's fondneſs to yourſelf? Have 


you not rendered your own advice neceſ- 


ſary, © ſee that you fall not out by the 


Oy way? —lappily, the recollection of 


paſt ditaſters, the kind behaviour and gen- 


tle admonition of their affectionate brother, 


have ſubdued their boiſterous ſpirits, and 
_ attuned their hearts to love. 


Tux anxiety of the old man, for their 
return, is better to be conceived than de- 
ſcribed. How often in a day would his 
fond eyes turn to the way by which 


Benjamin was expected back? How 
would the tardy hours linger, as the 
heart languiſhed with hope deferred ? 

RE At 
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At laſt the bleſſed moment arrives, the 
train appears; the number complete, 
Benjamin ſafe, Simeon reſtored ! But, 
what can this mean, inſtead of eleven 
men driving their afles laden with corn, 
2 ſplendid retinue, the glory of Egypt, 
the waggons of Pharaoh !—The heart 
which has been long inured to affliction, 
interprets every appearance againſt itſelf. 
Some things are too good, others too 
evil, to be haſtily credited. The utmoſt 
height of Jacob's expectation was to be- 
hold his youngeſt ſon again, with a ſup- 
ply of corn for his ſtarving family. But, 
to hear that his long loſt, his much la- 

mented, Joſeph was ſtill living; that he 
was the ruler of all Egypt, the ſaviour 
of a great nation, the father of a mighty 
Prince, O it is, it is too much. Nature, 
totte ring under a load of wo, now ſinks 
and faints under an exceſs of joy. Such 
_ticiags are too flattering to be believed. 


Dip the brothers now diſcloſe the 
whole of the mighty ſecret, and take 
ſhame to themſelves, for their vile con- 

| duet 
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duct to ſo excellent a father, to ſo amiable 
a brother? Or, truſting to Joſeph's ge- 
neroſity, did they conceal the part which 
they had acted in this ſtrange myſteri- 
ous drama? Probably the latter is the 
truth. The ſoul ſhrinks back from the 
diſcovery of it's own wickedneſs. To 
confeſs and to condemn themſelves, could 
do now no good, and mult greatly have 
marred and diminiſhed their aged pa- 
rent's ſatisfaction, if, indeed, he had no 
ſuſpicion how the caſe ſtood. The good 
man has been ſo long a ſtranger to 2 
city, that the -ollibility of it is called 
in queſtion ; that ſlowly, and cantiouſly, 
he yields to the ſweet demonſtration. 
_ Convinced, ſatisfied, at length, what joy 
is equal to the joy of Jacob? Is it not 
worth wading through a ſea of trouble, 
to come to ſuch a ſhore at length ? The 
bleſſings of Providence are well worth 
waiting for. They may ſeem to linger; 
they are not always ſuch as we wiſhed 
and expected: but they are ever ſeaſon- 
able, evar ſuitable, and they compen- 
late, 
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fate, i in a moment, the pain and miſery 
of a whole life, 


Bur is it not too late in life to under- 
take ſuch a journey? No, it is to ſee Jo- 
ſeph, to be joined unto him; it is to be 
an eye- witneſs of his grandeur, and a par- 
taker of his liberality.— How often has 
Egypt ſheltered, and nouriſhed, thechurch 
of God! Abraham, Joſeph, Jacob, Moſes, 
| Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, there ſucceſſively 
found protection. The ſame place, ac- 
cording ag Providence ordains it, is either 
a trying furnace, or a refuge and a ſanc- 
tuary. A king that knows Joſeph is a 
nurſing father to Iſrael; another ariſes, 
who knows him not, and he waſtes and 
deſtroys. But our Patriarch was not 
merely following the impulſe of natural 
affection, though that had been warrant 
ſufficient for even a ſtill greater removal ; 
he is alſo obeying the dictates of wiſdom, 
in making a prudent proviſion for his nu— 
merous and increafing family ; and he is 
liſtening to a ſpecial call and encourage- 
ment from Heaven. Before he leaves 

Canaan, 
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Canaan, probably for ever, he viſits 
| Beer-ſheba, the choſen and favourite re- 


ſidence of his father; and there he re- 

news his covenant with God by ſacrifice. 

Thoſe enterprizes are moſt likely to ſuc- 
ceed, thoſe comforts, to afford moſt ge- Pill 
nuine ſatisfaction, in which God is ſeen, {ll 
acknowledged and enjoyed. The facri- Wl 
fhces of the devout, by day, are anſwered _ Fl 
by the viſions of the Almighty in the Wl 
night ſeaſon. A man can proceed with | hl 
clicerfolvely and confidence, when he has | | 
got his Maker” 8 * ER 0 
"Tl 
TE Tus video aſſures him that he ſhould 0 
arrive in ſafety, that he ſhould proſper in 
Egypt, that he ſhould embrace his ſon, and 0 
that“ Joſeph ſhould put his hand upon 1 | 
his eyes,” that is, perform the laſt of- "i 
fices of filial duty and humanity. We of 
meet with the ſame expreſſio n, Aid ideas, 1 
in many paſſages of the heathen poets. Wh: 
Penelope, in Homer, prays that Tele- 1 
machus her ſon may cloſe her eyes, and 0 
thoſe of his fat her Ulyſſes. The mother til 
of Euryalus, in the ncid, among many 1 
other Wl 
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other bitter expreſſions of ſorrow over her 
dead ſon, laments that ſhe was denied the 
wretched conſolation, ſince he muſt die 
before her, of preſſing down his dying 
eyes. Human nature thus ſtrives to out- 
live itſelf, and the heart, while it is yet 
capable of feeling, conſoles itſelf with the 
bope of receiving marks of tenderneſs and 
attachment, after it can feel no more. — 
The old man's heart is now at reſt, he is 
acting in obedience to the command of 
Heaven, he is complying with one of the 
worthieſt propenſities of nature; he is in- 
debted, for the commodiouſneſs with 
| which he travels, to the perſon whom on 
| earth he moſt dearly loved, and to whom, 
| of all others, he would moſt willingly be 
Z obliged. . 


How different is the Patriarch's fitua- 
tion, every different journey which he un- 
dertakes! His firſt, was to Padan- aram, 

when he fled from the face of an angry 
brother. Then he was ſolitary and friend- 
leſs, but free from care, free from ſor- 
row. The ſecond, flying from unkind 

rela- 
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relations back again to Canaan, rich in 
children, rich in cattle, but troubled in 
ſpirit, and oppreſſed with anxiety. And 
now we ſee him, the third time, in mo- 
tion, towards Egypt, richer than ever, 
both in poſſeſſions and in proſpects, but 
bending under the preſſure of age, and it's 
concomitant infirmities, worn out with 


calamity, and almoſt dead to joy. 812 l 
Will 
TE family of Jacob, including the | 


addition of what Joſeph had gotten in | 
| Egypt, now. amounted to ſeventy ſouls. 
| And the prieſt of On's daughter, whoſe ls 1 
alliance was doubtleſs intended as an ho- 
nour to Joſeph, is honoured and enno- „ 1 
bled, by being ranked in the family of . 1 
Jacob, and by having become a mother 1 
in Iſrael. 5 


ScniprukE deſcribes in it's own in- 
imitable manner, the meeting between 
the father and the ſon. And he ſent Ju- 
d dah before him unto Joſeph, to direct | 
his face unto Goſhen; and they came 
| * into the land of Goſhen. And Joſeph 
= = Aa made 
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„ made ready his chariot, and went up 
„to meet Iſrael his father, to Goſhen; 
* and preſented himſelf unto him: and 
he fell on his neck, and wept on his 
„neck a good while. And Iſrael faid 


** unto Joſeph, now let me die, finceI 


have ſeen thy face, becauſe thou art 
ee yet alive*,” —This is honeſt nature; 
this is the genuine language of the heart, 
In Joſeph we fee filial piety and fra- 
ternal affection, happily blended with 


. wiſdom, humility and diſcretion, His 


will was Law in Egypt. To what ho- 
nours, preferments and emoluments, 
might not the brothers and nephews of 
the Governor-general have aſpired? But 
he conſults their true happineſs, by 


guarding them at once from the langour 


of idleneſs, and rhe madneſs of ambi- 
tion. Shepherds they were bred, and 


ſhepherds let them continue. Violent 
tranſitions ill ſuit the ſtaid and ſerious 


periods of human life. — His behaviour, as 


= a ſubje& of Pharaoh, is equally amiable 


Gen. xlvi 28—30. 


and 
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and praiſe-worthy; he never loſes fight 
of the duties of his ſtation, never be- 
comes arrogant and aſſuming, in the con- 
fidence of royal favour. Without him 


% no man lifted up his hand or foot in 


& all the land,” but, without Pharaoh's 


conſent, he will not diſpoſe of a ſingle 


| field to his neareſt relations. He is too 
wiſe, and too good, to. make the mad at- 


tempt of ſome upſtart favourites, to over- 


come national prejudices by dint of power 
and authority. The Egyptians held the 
profeſſion of a ſhepherd in contempt, 
and he is not filly enough to dream of 
forcing it into reſpect. 


Wr have already taken occaſion to 
praiſe the gratitude, generoſity, and at- 


tachment of this prince, and with plea- 


ſure we repeat it. We ſee him nobly 
ſtriving to diſcharge ſome part of the 
mighty obligation laid upon him, and up- 
on his whole kingdom, by the ſon of the 
Patriarch, by ſhewing all poſſible kindneſs 
to his father's houſe. And Pharaoh 
e ſpake unto Joſeph, ſaying, thy father 

A a2 | „ and 
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66 made ready his chariot, and went up 
* to meet Iſrael his father, to Goſhen; 


and preſented himſelf unto him: and 


& he fell on his neck, and wept on his 


„ neck a good while, And Iſrael faid 


„ unto Joſeph, now let me die, ſince 1 


have ſeen thy face, becauſe thou art 
yet alive*,” —This is honeſt nature; 
this is the genuine language of the heart. 


In Joſeph we ſee filial piety and fra- 


ternal affection, happily blended with 
wiſdom, humility and diſcretion, His 


will was Law 1n Egypt. 10 What ho- 


nours, preferments and emoluments, 


might not the brothers and nephews of 


the Governor-general have aſpired? But 


he conſults their true happineſs, 


guarding them at once from the OS 
of lege, and the madneſs of ambi— 
tion. Shepherds they were bred, and 


ſhepherds let them continue. Violent 


tranſitions ill ſuit the ſtaid and ſerious 


periods of human life.—His behaviour, as 


A ſubje@ of Pharaoh, is equilly amiable 


_ * Gen, xlvi 28—30. 


and 
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and praiſe-worthy; he never loſes ſight 


of the duties of his ſtation, never be- 
comes arrogant and aſſuming, in the con- 
fidence of royal favour. Without him 
no man lifted up his hand or foot in 
& all the land,” but, without Pharaoh's 
conſent, he will not diſpoſe of a ſingle 
field to his neareſt relations. He is too 
wiſe, and too good, to. make the mad at= 
tempt of ſome . favourites, to over- 
come national prejudices by dint of power 


and authority. The Egyptians held the 
| profeſſion of a ſhepherd in contempt, ; 


and he is not filly enough to dream of 
* forcing! it into reſpect, 


W have already taken occaſion to 
| praiſe the gratitude, generoſity, and at- 


tachment of this prince, and with plea- 


ſure we repeat it. We ſee him nobly 


ſtriving to diſcharge ſome part of the 
mighty obligation laid upon him, and up- 
on his whole kingdom, by the ſon of the 


Patriarch, by ſhewing all poſſible kindneſs 


| to his father's houſe. ** And Pharaoh 
% ſpake unto Joſeph, ſaying, thy father 
AA 4 
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And thy brethren are come unto thee: 


“ the land of Egypt is before thee, in the 


„ beſt of the land make thy father and 
* brethren to dwell, in the land of Goſhen 
„let them dwell; and if thou knoweſt 


„any man of activity among them, chen 


make them ruler over my cattle*.” 


THE! interview between the venerable 


man himſelf, and this good prince, is 


highly intereſting and inſtructive, Old 
age and virtue are honoured with the 


kind regard and attention of a king. Roy- 
alty is inſtructed, admoniſhed, and bleſſed, 
by the wiſdom of the ſage, by the miſe— 


ries of the man, by the piety and prayers 


of the prophet. Who gains by this viſit? 

Pharaoh to be ſure. His kingdom is 
ſtrengthened by the acceſſion of ſeventy 
good ſubjects, with their ſkill, induſtry 


and wealth: and ** the effectual fervent 
© prayers” of holy Iſrael were ſurely, 
Pharaoh himſelf being judge, compenſa— 


tion {ſufficient for the poor ſubſiſtence 


* Gen. xIviii. 5, 6. 


n which 
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which a decayed, dying, old man re- 
ceived from his bounty. » 


Ir is with a mixture of ſhame and 
ſorrow, that we bring forward the next 
paſſage in the hiſtory of Joſeph. —lt exhi- 
bits him, indeed, as a moſt exquiſite poli- 
tician, who thoroughly underſtood the 
intereſts, and the paſſions, of mankind; 
who knew perfectly well how to take 
advantage of the occaſion; but, over- 
devoted to the Prince who had advanced 
him, employing his exorbitant power, 
his ſuperior {kill and addreſs, in plan- 
ning, and in perfecting, a ſyſtem of deſpot- 
iſm, by which the whole property of 
Egypt, together with the perſans and the 
liberties of all that mighty empire, were 
transferred to the ſovereign. We be- 
hold him, moſt ungenerouſly ſeizing the 
opportunity, which the growing diſtreſs 
of a lengthened famine afforded him, to 
aggrandize one, at the expenſe of milli- 
ons. He firſt conveys all the money, in 
the land, into the royal treaſury; the 
cattle ſpeedily follow; the increaſing 
A a 3 miſeries 
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miſeries of another unfavourable ſeaſon, 
determine the wretched proprietors to 


part with their lands for food, and even 


reduce them to the dreadful neceſſity of 
offering to ſell themſelves for ſlaves, that 


they might hve by their maſter's bounty. 


IT is true, the prime miniſter of Pha- 
raoh did not puſh his advantage to the 
extremeſt length. But it muſt be ac- 


knowledged, he carried it much farther 
than became the friend of miſery, and 
of mankind. With ſo good a man as 
this Pharaoh, perhaps, abſolute power 
might be lodged with ſome degree of | 


fifty ; but who ſhall anſwer for other 


Pharaohs who may ariſe, with the aw- 
ful ability of doing miſchief ; poſſeſſing 
ability unfettered by legal reſtraint, not 
prompted by goodneſs, not tempered by 
mercy, not deigning to ſtoop to the ſa- 
cred rights of Wind ? Do we not ſee, 
in the "bardfhipe which, under the fol- 
lowing reign, the poſterity of Iſrael en- 
dured from Egyptian deſpotiſm, the 


danger of extending regal authority be- 


yond 
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yond the limits of reaſon ? And thus, 


in the juſtice of Providence, the family 


of Joſeph firſt felt the rod of that tyranny, 
which, with his own hands, he had eſta- 
bliſhed and aggrandized. Abſolute ſway 
can never be depoſited with fafety in any 
hands, but in his, who is conſtantly em- 


not for their deſtruction. But we turn 


from a ſcene, which it is impoſſible to 
contemplate without both regret and re- 


ſentment; happy to reflect, that we live 


in a country, where law, not will, is the. 
rule of government; where the loud 


voice of royal prerogative. is drowned, 


and loſt, in the ſterner, louder pes: 


mation, of, © thus it is written.” 


We haſten from the vaſt, das 
regions of ſtate politics, to the plea- 


ſanter, fairer fields of private life. 


pure, and complete, of all human gratifi- 


ploying his power for men's ſalvation, 


Jacob's laſt days are by far his beſt:: 
Seventeen years of unruffled tranquillity 
he paſſed in Egypt, enjoying the moſt 


Aa 4 cations, 
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cations—that of witneſſing the proſpe- 
rity, and of experiencing the attachment, 
of a favourite and dutiful child. But 
how comes it to paſs, that periods of 
happineſs ſhrink to ſo little a meaſure in 
deſcription, while ſcenes of wo lengthen 
themſelves out, both to the ſufferer, and 
to the relater? We record our mercies 
on the ſand of the ſea ſhore, which the 
waſhing of every tide ſmooths again, 
= --- and the periſhing memoral is obliterat- 
ed and loſt; calamity we engrave upon 
the rock, which preferves the inſcription 
from age to age. 


Bur the nb has long been over, | 
and why has not the Patriarch thought 
of returning again to the land of his fa- | 
thers? Young: men love to ramble from I 
place to love: ; but old age is ſteady and = 
ſtationary. Removal was attended with c 
increaſing difficulty every day, from the t 


z increaſe of his age and infirmities, and 1 
| from the number of his family. Beſides, 
i Joſeph's preſence was become neceſſary -e 
| to the government of Egypt: and, to 
i part 
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part with him again had been much 


worſe than death. In a word, the 
whole was of the Lord, who was now 
laying the foundation of a fabric of 
wonders which ſhould aſtoniſh the next 
generation, and every future age of the 
world, by the report of them. One hun- 
dred and thirty years of wo, and ſeven- 


teen of comfort and happineſs, come both 
at length to a period. Let the wretch- 


ed think of this, and bear their afflic- 


tion with fortitude; let the proſperous 


conſider it well, that they „ be not 


« high-minded but fear.” How dread- 


ful is that miſery, which iſſues in de- 


ſpair of change! How exquiſite the 
happineſs, which fills every faculty of 


the ſoul, and whoſe meaſure is eter- 


nity! But though Jacob be ſatisfied to 


live, and to die, in Egypt, he feels and 


expreſſes the natural deſire of all men, 


that his aſhes ſhould reſt, in death, with 


the venerable duſt of his forefathers. 
Perceiving therefore in himſelf, the de- 
cay of nature, and the approach of dif- 
ſolution, he ſent for his beloved 1on, 


and 
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and bound him by a ſolemn oath to carry 
his dead body to the cave of Machpelah ; 
that he too, in death, might become an 


additional pledge to his family, that God 


would, in due time, make good to them 


that poſſeſſion of Canaan, which he had 
promiſed. 


Having obtained this ſecurity, his 
heart is at reſt, and, for himſelf, he has no 


further worldly concern. But the ſymp- 
toms of approaching death are now upon 
| him; fickneſs, weakneſs, and loſs of fight. 
All the authority and wealth of Egypt, 
are incapable of repelling thoſe irreſiſtible 
invaders; j olde age is a diſeaſe, Which death 
only can cure. But even in old age and 


death, Jacob's early affections, are his con- 


ſtant and remaining ones, Rachel and Jo- 


ſeph, and his two ſons, Ephraim and Ma- 
nafſeh. So long as the vital fluid viſits 


the heart, the memory of his beloved Ra- 
chel vibrates upon it; the laſt beams of 
his expiring eyes ſeek for her image and 
repreſentative, in her ſons and erandehil- 
dren; and even Benjamin e for a 


while, : 
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while, forgotten. Soon, that wounded 
heart ſhall beat no more, and thoſe weary 
eyes ſhall cloſe in everlaſting peace. 


Tat ſickneſs of his father being re- 


ported to Joſeph, he inſtantly quits every 


other employment, and, attended by 
his two ſons, haſtens to viſit him, to 


receive his laſt dying commands, his 


dying paternal benediction, and to che- 
riſh and ſoothe his departing ſpirit, with 


that cordial of cordials, filial tenderneſs 
and love. Though nature was come to 


it's loweſt ebb wich our Patriarch, g grace 


was in full ſpring-tide. The eye of the 
body could hardly diſcern the neareſt ob- 


jects, could not even diſtinguiſh the ſons 
of Joſeph; but the eye of the ſpirit, the 


ſpirit of prophecy that was in him, pe- 


netrated through the ſhades of night, 
and contemplated with clearneſs and ac- 


curacy, ages the moſt remote; perſons, 


Srqurions,” and events, the moſt diſtant. 


-In this laſt and tender interview with 
his beloved ſon, he declares his inten- 


tion to raiſe the children who had been 


379 


born 
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born to him in Egypt, to their heredita- 
ry rank and honour in Iſrael; and he be- 
queaths to Joſeph a particular poſſeſſion 
which he had acquired by conqueſt in 
Canaan, ** Moreover I have given to you 

one portion above thy brethren, which 
4 took out of the hand of the Amorite, 
*« with my ſword, and with my bow“: 
deeming him entitled, and not without 
much appearance of reaſon, to the dou- 
ble portion of the firſt-born. For 51 
mother alone was the wife of Jacob's 

choice. And, had the courſe of reaſon 

and juſtice taken place, he ſhould have 
had no children but by her. The poſte- 
| rity of Rachel, then, had an undoubted 
claim of preference, conſidering that, in 
ſtrict equity, the whole would have be- 


f longed to them. At the ſame time, he 


predicted the future fortunes of his 
grand- children by Joſeph; and, Heaven- 
inſtructed he foretels, that the younger 
ſhould, in time, obtain the pre- eminence 
in rank, populouſneſs, and importance. : 


* Gen. xlvili. 22. 


And 
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And now, nothing remained but to de- 
clare and publiſh his laſt will, or rather 


the will of God, reſpecting his poſterity, 


for many generations to come. But this 
would require a much larger ſpace than 


is now left for it; and we cannot con- 


clude our diſcourſe, without having 


brought Jacob and Joſeph ſomewhat 


nearer to the times which they foreſa w, 
and foretold; and to the glorious and 
exalted perſon, from reſemblance to 


whom, they derive all their dignity and 


conſequence. 


.  JozePH fold into Egypt, degraded into 
the condition of a ſervant, exalted from 
the dungeon to the right hand of the 
throne, inveſted with power, drawing 


his periſhing kindred unto him, and be- 


ſtowing upon them a poſſeſſion ** in the 
e beſt of the land,” —ſtill prefigures to 
us, Jeſus “ humbled and made of no 
reputation,“ © betrayed and ſold into 
„the hands of men,” © lifted up” on the 
croſs, and, thence, to a throne above the 
{kies; ** aſcending on high, receiving 
| „gifts 
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« gifts for men,” attracting an elect world 
unto him, to give them, ** an inheritance 
„ incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
«© fadeth not away.“ ns 


THEIR eyes were holden, that they 
„ ſhould not know him*,*"—** And it 
came to paſs, as he fat at meat with 
„them, he took bread, and bleſſed it, and 
brake, and gave to them. And their eyes 
„were opened, and they knew him, and 
he vaniſhed out of their ſight. And 
they ſaid one to another, did not our 
e heart burn within us, while he talked 
* with us by the way, and while he 
40 opened to us the e EY 


„% AND when all the land of Erst was 
e famiſhed, the people cried to Pharaoh 
for bread: and Pharaoh faid unto all 
„ the Egyptians, go unto Joſeph : what 
< he ſaith to you, do}.”-—** The father 
« Judgeth no man: but hath commit- 


Luke xxiv. 16. Ll Luke x XXIV. 30-32. 
1 Gen. xli. 55. 


6 ted 
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e ted all judgment unto the ſon. That 
& all men ſhould honour the ſon, even 


& as they honour the father. He that 


T honoureth not the ſon, honoureth not 
„ the father which hath ſent him#.”* 


— God did ſend me before you,” ſays 


Joſeph to his brethren, to preſerve 
„life. —“ J go,” ſays Jeſus to his diſ- 


ciples, to prepare a place for you. 
« And if 1 go and prepare a place for 


* you, I will come again, and receive 


66 you unto myſelf, that where 1 am, 


e there ye may be alſo.” Joſeph diſ- 


patches chariots and waggons to convey 


the feeble and infirm part of his father's 
family to the land of Goſhen, and ſup- 
plies them with all neceſſary and com- 


fortable proviſion by the way. —lt being 


expedient for Chriſt to go out of the 


world, he promiſes, and he ſends, “the 


« comforter the Holy Ghoſt to ſhew his 


60 people things to come;” * to lead 
* them into all truth, ” ſaying 97 him, 


“He ſhall glorify me: for he ſhall re- 


* John v. 22, 23. # John : xiv. 2, 3- 
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« ceive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto 
you. All things that the Father hath 


&« are mine: therefore ſaid I, that he 


„ ſhall take of mine, and. ſhall ſhew it 
% unto you*,” —*+ Thou haſt aſcended 
on high, thou haſt led captivity cap- | 


tive, thou haſt received gifts for men: 


« yea, for the rebellious alſo, that the 
Lord God might dwell among them.” _ 


& He that deſcended, is the ſame alſo 


that aſcended up far above all Hea- 
« yens, that he might fill all things. 

And he gave ſome, alles: and ſome, 
. prophets: and ſome, evangeliſts: and 
„ ſome, paſtors, and teachers: for the 

« perfecting of the faints, for the work 
of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
6 body of Chriſt. Till we all come in 
the unity of the faith, and of the 


6 knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 


perfect man, unto the meaſure of the 


1 ſtature of the fullneſs of Chriſt. * 


0 John xvi. 14, 15. t t Pſalms Ixviii. 18. 


1 Erh. iv. 10—13. 
Is 


£ 
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Is your heart, O Chriſtian, like Jacob's, 
ready to faint, through unbelief, or 
through an exceſs of joy? Let your ſpi- 
rit, with his revive, as you ponder * the 
5 exceeding great and precious promiſes” 
of the Goſpel, 1n your ſoul; as you con- 
ſult the Sacred Record; as your evidence 
brightens up; as the firſt fruits of the 
ſpirit are given and taſted. From Ca- 
naan there is a going out, from Goſhen a 
going out, as an entering in; but from 
the Canaan that 1s above, there is ** no 
© more going out:“ * they are before 
« the throne of God, and ſerve him day 0 
“ and night in his temple, and He that 
„ ſitteth on the throne ſhall dwell 


among them. They ſhall hunger no 


more, neither thirſt any more, aches 
& ſhall the ſun light on them, nor any 
heat; for the Lamb, which is in the 
«© midi{t of the throne, ſhall feed them, 
: 5 and: ſhall lead them unto living foun- 
« tains of waters: and God ſhall wipe 
„away all tears from their eyes*.” — 


* Rev. vii. 15—17. 
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5 ſurely, I come quickly, Amen. Even 
% ſo, come, Lord Jeſus. The grace of 
gur Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you all. 


„Amen“. 


> 
5 


to J 
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AND JACOB CALLED UNTO HIS SONS, AND 


SAID, GATHER YOURSELVES TOGETHER, 
THAT I MAY TELL YOU THAT WHICH SHALL | 


BEFAL YOU IN THE LAST DAYS.—AND 


WHEN JACOB HAD MADE AN END OF co. 


'MANDING HIS SONS, HE GATHERED UP HIS 
FEET INTO THE BED, AND YIELDED UP THE 


GHOST, AND WAS GATHERED UNTO HIS 


PEOPLE, 


to live as long as they can. A life even 


of pain and miſery extinguiſhes not the 


love of life; nay, the mind by a ſort of 
pleaſing deluſion, creates to itſelf an 


B b 2 imaginary 


T is the wiſe ordinance of nature, 
L that men ſhould wiſh, and endeavour, 
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imaginary immortality, and ſtrives to ex- 


tend it's mortal intereſt and exiſtence, be- 


 yond the grave. Hence the anxiety of 
men to provide, for their families and 


friends, that ſubſiſtence and comfort which 
they are never to ſee them enjoy : hence 
the trembling forebodings of paternal ſo- 


licitude oat ſurviving offspring; hence 


the hope that gliſtens in the dying eye; 


the bletting and the prayer which quaver 


on the faltering tongue, and the laſt guth 


of joy that viſta the ſcarcely 8 
; heart. 


Ar every period of exiſtence, we are 


thinking of ſome future period of exiſ- 


tence; 8 we fondly carry the feelings 
of the preſent hour, into the diſtant 


ſcenes of life, as if we could be ſuſcep- 


tible of pleaſure and pain, after We have 
ceaſed from feeling. The child connects, 


— . 
zijn idea, the r of his inenpe- 


rienced age with the attainments of ma— 

turer years the dying father continues 

9 live 1 in 55 EW and, till we are 
indeed 
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indeed gone, we dream, and dream, of 
being longer here. 
Wr have attended the progreſs of the 
Patriarch Jacob, through the various 
ſtages of a life unuſually long, if we 


reckon woes for years, and if we compare 


it with the preſent ſtandard of longevity ; 
but ſhort, if we conſider the antediluvian 
ſcale, ſhort, if we conſider to what a ſpan 

the hiſtory of it ſhrinks, ſhort, if we 
compare it with eternity, The ſun has 


ſhone upon his head at length, but not 


till it is covered with gray hairs ; he has 


found his Joſeph again, and even embraced 
his ſons, but not till the hand is reduced 
to do the office of the eye. He walks 


down the ſteep of life in tranquillity, but 
his limbs tremble under him; his favou- 
rite ſon is wiſe and good, exalted to de- 
ſerved honours, but his advancement has 


it's foundation in the unexampled villainy | 


of nine of his brothers. He is now ar- 


rived at that point, to which the ſorrow. 


and the joys of life equally tend, in which 
all events, of whatever complexion muſt 


B b 3 . finally | 
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finally iſſue.— Feeling in himſelf the ap- 
_ proach of diſſolution, and warned by that 
Spirit who had been his comforter in all 
his tribulations, he ſummons his children 
to his preſence, and, with a mixture of 
paternal ſeverity and tenderneſs, anxiety 


and confidence, adminiſters his laſt dying 


counſels to them. 


Ir belongs to another province than 
that of hiſtory, to illuſtrate and to expound 


this addreſs of the expiring Patriarch to his 
ſons. Indeed, it is a paſſage of, perhaps, 


as. much difficulty as any in Scripture. 


The imperfect knowledge which we have 


of the ſacred language; "ths abundant uſe 


| which is made of "metaphorical and figura- 
tive expreſſion; and of alluſion to e 


cal facts, which are either not recor 925 at f 


all, or rather hinted at than related, 
gether with the natural ambiguity = 


obſcurity of prophecy—all concur here 
to render Jacob's meaning in many 

places hard to be meta if not to- 
tally inexplicable. Inſtead, therefore, of 


ſpend- 
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ſpending your time, and abuſing your pa- 
tience, by dry unprofitable criticiſm, on 
points which we frankly ' acknowledge 
we do not comprehend, we ſhall endea- 
vour to look, through the paſſage, juſt as 
it ſtands in the common tranſlation, into 
the dying Patriarch's heart, and to ob- 
ſerve how the affections of the man blend 


with the ſagacity and penetration of the 


Prophet. 


FoLLOWING the order of nature, he 


addreſſes himſelf firſt to Reuben, and 
fondly recollects the firſt emotions which 
filled his heart on. becoming a father ; 
he ſpeaks to him as raiſed up, and deſ- 


tined, of Providence, to birthright ho- 


nours, and privileges, but as having 


degraded and diſhonoured himſelf by 


a baſe unnatural crime, and therefore 


rejected of God. And, thereby, men are 
inſtructed, that no ſuperiority of birth, 
of fortune, of abilities, can Ccounter-ba- 
lance the weight of atrocious wicked- 
neſs. In this cenſure, the ſhame, ſor- 
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row, reſentment, and regret of a dying 


father ſeem to mingle their force. 


Tux two next ſons of Jacob had aſ- 
ſociated together, for the perpetration of 


an unheard- of piece of cruelty, impiety, 


and deceit. Jacob had ſharply reproved 
them at the time; and now he gives his 
dying teſtimony againſt their perfidious 


conduct, in terms of juſt indignation and 


abhorrence, and prophetically threatens 


them with diviſion and diſperſion. But 
this which Was, and was intended to be, 2 

ſevere puniſhment to themſelves, became, 
in the accompliſhment of the predic- 
tion, as the puniſhments of Heaven often 


are, an unſpeakable honour and be 


nefit to their poſterity. Levi, in parti- 
cular; - 5 divided in Jacob, and ſcattered. 


in Iſrael,” was thereby rendered only 


more illuſtrious. and important, being 


1 


dignified as the prieſts and miniſters of 


; the moſt High God, in the preſence of 


all their brethren. The crime of Reu- 
ben affected his deſcendants to the lateſt 
poſterity ; ; for they never regained their 

original N 
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original advantage of birth, never fur: 


niſhed judge, or general, prieſt, prophet, 
or prince, to Iſrael; but the offence of 


Levi was expiated in his own perſon, and 


reached not in it's effects to his offspring. 


The moral conſequences of guilt ought 


in juſtice to extend to the calle theas 


ſelves alone, but the civil effects, may, 
and often do, in wolve the innocent; and 
that without any imputation on juſtice. 
The ſon ought not to ſuffer death for the 
murder which his father has committed; 

but he may forfeit, for ever, his heredi- 
tary honours by his father's treaſon, 


By what apparent title was Judah, 
the fourth ſon of Jacob, raiſed to ſupre- 


macy over his brethren? Neither his 


moral character, nor his intellectual abili- 


ties; neither natural pre-eminence, nor 


parental partiality, ſeem to confer upon 


him this high diſtinction. It muſt there- 


fore ſimply be reſolved into the will of 


Him who“ doth according to his w II 


in the armies of Heaven, and among 
0 5 
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„ the inhabitants of the earth: and none 
&* can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, 
«© What doeſt thou* ?” It was of Provi- 
dence, who raiſeth up one, and bringeth 
another down.—But how came Jacob ac- 
quainted with this? The ſon on whom 
he conferred the double portion of pri- 
mogeniture; the fon whom he early 
dreſſed out in a coat of many colours; 
the ſon of his Rachel; the ſon of his old 
age; the ſon already ſo near a throne, 
and ſtill nearer to his heart, would un- 
doubtedly, could a father's fondneſs have 
diſpoſcd, ſucceeded to the royal dignity, 
or to the ſanctity of the prieſthood, or to 
the ſtill higher dignity of giving birth to 
the promiſed Meſſiah, or to all the three. 
But the purpoſes of Heaven do not al- 
ways keep pace with the deſtinations of 
men; they conform not themſelves to 
the concluſions of human reaſon, nor the 
propenſities of the human heart. Not 
gentle and forgiving Joſeph, but ſtern, 


* Dan. iv. 35. 
5 t unre- 
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unrelenting, cnereilclh Links wives tk Il 
to a race of prieſts; and lewd, inconti- ; 0 
nent, inceſtuous Judah, not chaſte, mo- - | i! 
deſt, ſelf-denied Joſeph, becomes the fa- 0 
ther of kings, and the progenitor of Shi- "i 

19 


loh. For what with men is all eſſential, 
all important, is with God only ſome lit- 
tle petty circumſtance ; and, what human 
_ underſtanding treats as merely a caſual, Io 
accidental circumſtance, Providence ex- 
alts into the mighty hinge on which the 


; 
—— 
———— — —— — 


fate of empires and of worlds depends. 110 ; 
Men bend before a throne, and deſpiſe | [il | 
virtue; God pours reſpect upon goodneſs, — FN 
and tramples upon a throne. jg 
14108 

I uvusr now expreſs a wiſh, which !! It | 
ought to have done earlier in my diſ- | 10 | 
courſe, namely, that thoſe. who- attend Wit 0 


the lecture of this evening, had with at- 
| tention previouſly peruſed the whole of 
this forty-niath chapter of Geneſis. As 
without, at leaſt, a general knowledge of 

it, much of what has been FF ng and 
ſtill may be ſaid, will poſſibly be unin- 
telligible ; and one great, perhaps the 
principal 
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principal end of the lecture will be ob- 
tained, if any are thereby induced to 
ſearch the Scriptures more carefully, and 
to compare ſpuitual things with pune 
more diligently. 

ads, then; guided by the ſpirit of 
_ prophecy, as lately in preferring Ephraim 
to Manaſſeh, and not following his own. 
ſpirit, which would have given the prefer- 
ence to Joſeph, as his father's partiality 
would have ſet Eſau before himſelf, aſ- 
ſigns the kingdom to his fourth ſon, with 
a piofiitiec of images and emblems, ſigni- 
ficant of power, authority and plenty. 
Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren 
„ ſhall praiſe : thy hand ſhall be in the 


neck of thine enemies; thy father's 


6 children ſhall bow down before thee. 
T Judah is a lion's whelp; from the 
« prey, my ſon, thou art gone up: he 
« ſtooped down, he couched as a lion, 
« and as an old lion: who ſhall rouze 
«© him up* * A lion's whelp, a lion, 
an old lion? garments waſhed in wine, 
Gen. xlix. 8, 9. wy 

= and 
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and clothes in the blood of grapes; eyes red 


with wine, teeth white with milk, is the 
ſtrong figurative language, employed by 
a prophetic father, to repreſent the invin- 


cible. force, the ſecure dignity and ma- 


jeſty; the rich abundance allotted, of God 


the diſpoſer of all things, to this renden 


tive tribe. Ss 


Bor the prediction of importance 


above all the reſt, is that which we have 
in the tenth verſe, ** the ſceptre ſhall not 
„ depart from Judah, nor a law-giver 


„from between his feet, until Shiloh 


% come; and unto him ſhall the gathering 
« of the people be.” Now, he dif- 
ficulties may occur in the ſolution of parti- 
cular words and phraſes in this prophecy, 
it is certain that the Patriarch has his 
mind filled with an object peculiarly great; 

; that he foreſees regal and legiſlative 
power conferred on this banc of his 


family for a long ſucceſſion of ages, and 


until the arrival of a certain diſtinguiſhed 


perſon or event, expreſſed by the term 


Shiloh, who ſhould make a remarkable 
; change 
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change in the ſtate of Judah's family, and 


of the world in general. And of all the 


perſons, and events, that have appeared 
from the death of Jacob to this hour, 
to no one are the words, with any degree 


of propriety, applicable, but to Jacob's 


ſon and lord, in whom the royal line ter- 
minated; in whoſe trial and condemna- 
tion, the poſterity of Jacob ſolemnly re- 
nounced all regal and judicial authority, 


and voluntarily ſubmitted to Cæſar as 
their ſovereign; and to whom, Provi- 
dence, by a chain of miracles at firſt, and 
an uninterrupted interpoſition for almoſt 
one thouſand eight hundred years, has 
drawn and united the nations of the earth, 


according to the letter of the prophecy, 


to vie ſhall the gathering of the people 
Lene We pretend not to oy, that the dy- 
ing Patriarch had a clear and diſtinct fore- 
knowledge of the object; or that his words 


are a full hiſtorical deſcription of the 


period to which they refer. It 18 ſuffi- 


cient ſor our purpoſe, if events which have 


certainly come to paſs, are ſuch as war- 


rant a ſober application of them to a pre- 
diction 
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diction ſo ſingular, in circumſtances ſo 
peculiar, and at a period ſo remote. 


A ERV cloſe inveſtigation of the hiſ- 
tory, character, and local circumſtances, 10 
of the ſix tribes whoſe fathers are next WH 
named in order, would probably be found 
to juſtify what their prophetic father here 


>= S206: 1 8 
3 18 — 
ESP 


foretold concerning them. But with him, | 
we haſten them by, with him to come | | 
at a nobler, dearer object ; where paren- ; lil 
tal affection fixes with peculiar delight . il: | 
which the underſtanding, the heart, ang Wk 
the prophetic ſoul unite to eſtabliſh, to 1 
exalt, to enlarge. The only way to do 1 6 
juſtice to the prophet, to the prophecy, RH 
and to the Spirit which inſpired the one, 14 


to utter the other, is ſimply to read the 
words, and then to ponder them in our 
hearts. * Joſeph is a fruitful bough, 
« even a fruitful bough by a well, hols 
„branches run over the wall. The ar- 
« chers have ſorely grieyed him, and 
„ ſhot at him, and bated him. But his 
0 bow abode in ſtreugth, and the arms 
© of his hands were made ſtrong, by the 
hands 
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hands of the mighty God of Jacob: 
from thence is the ſhepherd, the ſtone 


of Iſrael. Even by the God of thy 


« father, who ſhall help thee, and by 


« the Almighty who ſhall bleſs thee 
« with bleſſings of Heaven above, bleſ- 
e ſings of the deep that lieth under, bleſ- 
« {ings of the breaſt, and of the womb. 


6 The bleſſings of thy father have pre- 
“ yailed, above the bleſſings of my pro- 


e genitors : unto the utmoſt bound of the 
« everjaſting hills; they ſhall be on 


< the head of Joſeph, and on the crown 
of the head of him that was ſeparate 


* from his brethren*.” —Is there an ap- 
pearance of incoherence here, is there 


a redundancy of expreſſion, is there a 
mixing of metaphor ? It is but the more 
_ emphatically expreſſive of the meltings, 
the overflowings of an effectionate heart, 
collecting it's laſt remains of vigour, 
e for a moment the ſtroke of - 
death, returning yet once again but 


to return no more to ancient feelings 


* Gen. xlix. 22 — 26. 
; W gd 
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and propenſities, expiring in the con- 
templation of the laſting felicity of a 
dearer ſelf. Here is the lover, the huſ- 
band of Rachel, before his nerves are for 
ever unſtrung, his eyes for ever cloſed, 
his tongue for ever filent, dwelling on 
the name of her loved offspring, turning 
the almoſt extinguiſhed orbs toward his 
amiable countenance, and ſtraining his 
darling Joſeph in his laſt embrace.—He 
has hardly ſtrength left to mention the 
name of Benjamin, but nature, while 
death leaves Jacob any remainder of her 
empire, continues poſſeſſed of a ſound 
memory, a diſcerning judgment, and 
glowing affections. But ſhe can no more, 
the voice fails, the limbs contract, the 
breath departs, the artery beats no lon- 
ger; the heart of Jacob is at length at 


reſt. 


TRE death of a parent is an event pe- 
culiarly affecting. The ſource of our 
own life, ſeems thereby as it were dried 
up. While our parents live, we think 

we have a barrier betwixt us and the 
Vor. II. be grave, 
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grave, but that being removed, the bold 
invader appears advancing upon us with 
haſtier ſtrides. If we look forward, be- 


hold no bulwark to defend us; if back- 


ward, our very children are warning us of 


the neceſſity of our departure; they preſs 
upon our heels, they are ready to lay 
their hands upon our eyes. Death ever 


ſo long expected, ever ſo viſibly approach- 


ing, nevertheleſs ſhocks and ſurprizes 


When! it comes. 


| Joszen having given way to a burſt 
of ſorrow over the lifeleſs clay | of his 


| honoured father, ſets about the ſpeedy 
execution of his ſolemn truſt, in dif- 
charge of the oath which he had taken. 


The higheſt reſpect that we can pay to 


the dead, is to fulfil their living deſires. 


He accordingly gives commandment, to 
have the body embalmed according to the 


manner of the Egy . prac- 
tice, which had it's origin in neceſſity, 


degenerated in proceſs of time, into the 


groſſeſt oſtentation and the moſt abſurd 


vanity. During the inundations of the 


Nile, 
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Nile, it was neceſſary to employ art to 
preſerve dead bodies from putrefaction, 
till the water ſubſided. ' But what was, 
at firſt, merely a temporary expedient, 
againſt the inconveniency of heat, moiſ- 
ture and corruption, at a ſeaſon when 
ſepulture was impoſſible, by degrees—re- 
fined, ſhall I ſay? in the hands of that 
ingenious people, into a work of infinite 
{kill and expence; for ſo filly and vain- 
glorious is the human mind, that it 
ew for the gratification of pride in 
objects the moſt humbling and mortify- 
ing. We are far from clirgiag Joſeph 
wah acting upon a motive G 8 
The journey to Canaan was long; it was 
needful to uſe the common methods, to 
keep the corpſe from becoming offen- 
ſive; perhaps he deemed it decent and 
wiſe to conform, 1 in a matter not directly 
ſinful, to the practice, and to yield to 
the prejudices, of the people among whom 
he dwelt. Whatever were his motives, 
certain it is, that in embalming perſons 
f dictinction, 4 conſiderable time was 
employed, and large ſums Were ex- 
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pended. Threeſcore and ten days, at leaſt, 
were neceſſary; forty in filling the body 


with aromatic drugs and ſpices, and thir- 
ty in hardening and drying it with falt 


and nitre. Some Jewiſh writers, fond 
of magnifying, in every thing, their ex- 
traction, give out, that Jacob, by expreſs 


order of Pharaoh, was embalmed after 
the manner of the Princes of Egypt, as 


a farther mark of gratitude and reſpect to 
Joſeph; and chat this explains the ac- 
count which we have in Scripture of the 


general mourning of the Egyptians for 


him, during the ſeventy days of the em- 


balmin 8. 


AT the end of that period, Joſeph 


makes application to the King for liber- 
ty to go to Canaan, to bury his dead fa- 
ther. And, here, we have another not 


unamufing picture of the ancient manners 
of an Egyptian court. Joſeph the ſa— 
viour of Egypt, the ſecond man in the 
kingdom, might not go into the royal 
preſence in a mourning habit. At ſuch 
pains has the world been, and ſtill takes, 

| to 
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to keep truth from the eyes and the ears 
of kings. Unhappy wretches! how can 
they be wiſe and good? Every creature 
about them is in a conſpiracy to keep them 
from the knowledge of themſelves. The 
poor man muſt not ſee a memorial of 
death, becauſe death brings him to the 
level of other men. Pity it is that ſo well 
* conditioned a prince, as Pharaoh was, 
ſhould want any help to wiſdom. Studi- 
ous of the honour and comfort of ſo good 


and faithful a ſervant, he grants an imme 
diate aſſent to his requeſt, and permits 


him to employ the whole pomp of 


Egypt, if it might teſtify reſpect to the 


memory of the honeſt Patriarch. —Mark, 
my friends, how ſhort the tranſition, 


how ſudden the change. It is but a few 


ſhort years ſince the waggons of Pha- 
raoh were ſent with much form to car- 
ry Jacob into Egypt, and now the ſame 
| pomp is employed to convey his breath- 


leſs clay back to Canaan again. Alas, 


alas! the ceremonies of a coronation, and 
of a funeral, differ only in a few trifling 


circumſtances, —Jacob is embalmed by 
VV 
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the Phyſicians; but behold he is pre- 
ſerved by a more precious perfume than 
all the ſpices of Egypt—the pious tears 
of a dutiful and affectionate child ;-—and 


his memory, preſerved on this never-dy- 
ing Record, ſends forth a fragrance which 
time cannot waſte, nor uſe diminiſh. 


TRE account is now at length cloſed, 


and the balance ſtruck. And how does it 
| ſtand? A life of one hundred and forty- 
| ſeven years in all, of which not above 


a ninth part paſſed in any tolerable de- 
gree of peace and comfort, and that por- 


tion of it, at a period when the heart has 
ſcarcely any taſte of pleaſure at all. The 
early, the ſuſceptible part of his life, 
was filled with a ſucceſſion of diſtreſſes 
of the moſt diſaſtrous and overwhelming 


nature; he was ſtricken, ſmitten there, 
where the heart moſt ſenſibly feels. But 


let us turn the page, and examine the ar- 
ticles which make for him. An early de- 


clared, and continually ſupported, favour 
and preference of Heaven, in his be- 
half: early, conſtant, habitual im- 

preſſions 
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preſſions of piety: the covenant pro- 
miſe and preſence of the Almighty: 
the teſtimony of a conſcience void of of- 


fence: the aggrandizement, and the vir- 


tues of his beloved fon: ſeventeen years 


of uninterrupted quiet, with daily grow- 


ing proſpects of proſperity to his family: 
and the conſolation of expiring at laſt 
in the arms of Joſeph. O the balance 
is greatly in his favour ! Who ſhall dare 
to ſay that God has dealt hardly with him? 
We will make Jacob himſelf judge of 
the caſe now, and defy him to fay, 10 all 
M theſe things are againſt „ 


THE Patriarch makes à greater figure 
in death, than ever he had done in his life. 
The houſe of Ifrael, the ſeed of Abraham, 


15 now beginning to make a conſiderable 


appearance in the world. Egyptians fore- 


go their prejudices to do honour to the re- 
mains of the old ſhepherd -of Beerſheba, 
and the nations of Canaan are awakened 
to attention and reſpect, to a family Which 
they hated or deſpiſed. 
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Bur while the world is conferring 
empty, unavailing reſpect, on the W 
ſible duſt, the immortal ſpirit has Winged 
it's flight to thoſe bright regions whare 
the faithful repoſe in perfect and everlaſt- 
ing peace, and where the ſmile of God 
obliterates all recollection of the favour of 
princes, and buries, in eternal oblivion, 
the pains and ſorrows of a few tranſitory 
years. If ſaints in glory, have any recol- 
lection of what paſſed upon earth, as un- 
doubtedly they have, What ſatisfaction 
muſt it afford the glorified Patriarch, to 
call to remembrance the various ſtages of 
bis pilgrimage ſtate; the dark and dreary 

paths through which Providence led 
him; and which he once feared were 
leading him to deſtruction and death, now 
that he finds them all certainly, and di- 
realy, tending to his Father's Houſe 
above? If Chal in glory have any know- 
ledge of what paſſes upon earth, as per- 
haps they may, What muſt it have been 
to Jacob, trom the lofty height of a throne 
above the tkies, to mark the. order and 
_ courſe 
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courſe of Providence, in bringing to paſs, 
upon his family, the things which were 
ſeen in prophetic viſion, darkly, and at 


a diſtance, and ſpoken in much weakneſs 


and obſcurity ? What muſt it be, to ſee 
the Gentile nations gathered together to 
Shiloh, the glory with the ſceptre de- 
parted from Judah, but a crown, whoſe 

luſtre ſhall never fade, put upon the head 
of Meffiah the Prince! FE” 


Ir faints in glory, have any intercourſe 


with their fellow-partakers in bliſs, what 
mult it have been to Jacob, after treading 


in the footſteps of Abraham and Ifaac lis 
| fathers, to overtake, and be Joined to, 


them in that world, where men are as the 


angels of God in Heaven; and to ſee his 
faithful children, his Joſeph in -particu- 
lar, gathered unto him, every one in 
his own order, their day of trial alſo 
over, and their warfare accompliſhed ? 
What muſt it have been to all the ran- 


ſomed of the Lord, to ſee their common 


Saviour returning on high, leading cap- 
. tivity 
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tivity captive, triumphing over princi- 
palities and powers? If there be joy in 
Heaven over one ſinner that repenteth, 
what muſt be the joy of that day, when 
an elect world in the perſon of their di- 
vine head, took poſſeſſion of a throne 
eternal 1 in the Heavens! 3 


Tk next Lecture will conclude the 
hiſtory of Joſeph, and the Book of Ge- 
neſis, and bring down that of the world, 
to it's two thouſand three hundred and 
ninth year, one thouſand fix hundred and 
ninety-five years before Chriſt, 


—TJacos, like his forefathers, died, 


and was buried, and ſaw corruption ; but 5 


he whom God raiſed up, died indeed, and 
was buried, but ſaw no corruption. — Ja- 
cob could obſerve, be offended with, and 
reprove the faults of his children, but 
Chriſt has power to forgive ſins, and to 
change a ſinful nature. The day which 
Jacob ſaw afar off, is that which aroſe 


under Jeſus, in all it's meridian ſplen- 
dor, 
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dor, and continues to ſhine, unto this 


day.— The body of Jacob, by the ſkill 


of phyſicians, was for a while ſaved 


from putrefaction: the body of Chriſt, 


by the Almighty power of God, was 
preſerved, ſo that not a bone of it was 
broken on the croſs, nor a particle of it 
loſt, and left, in the grave.—The corpſe 
of the Patriarch depoſited in the cave of 
Machpelah, in Canaan, was a token 
and pledge to his family, that in due 
time they ſhould return thither, and 

enjoy laſting poſſeſſion ; the reſurree- 
tion and aſcenſion of Chriſt's glorious 


body, gives full ſecurity to all his ſpi— 
ritual feed, that thoſe who fleep in 


'& Jeſus, God will bring with him;“ 
« Chriſt the head, firſt, afterwards they 


„that are Chriſt's at his coming.” 


—The poſſeſſion of which Jacob's bu- 


Tial was the pledge, was itſelf partial 
and tranſitory, was long ago forfeited, 
and has long ago expired; but the 


ſucceſſion, enſured by the aſcenſion of 


Chriſt, is © to an inheritance, incor- 
„ ruptible, 
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% ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away.“ —Egyptian art might keep to- 
gether the duſt of Jacob for a while; but 
the power of God, through the grace that 
is in Chriſt, guards every fragment and 
ſhred of it to this day, and “ will raiſe it 
<< up again at the laſt day.“ — The af- 
flicted man Jacob ſaw the end of all his 
troubles in the friendly tomb; Jacob, the 
| believer, the ſaint in bliſs, ſees no end 
to his joy, but a ſtill beginning, never- 
ending eternity. Let me die the 
125 death of the righteous, and let my 
| 0 laſt end be like his.” To me to live 
let it be Chriſt, and then to die, it 


5 hall be gain. 1 us be followers 


of them „ who through faith and pa- 
* tience, inherit the 3 -* Be 
&« faithful unto death, and ye ſhall re- 
.* ceive à crown of life. The 
* hour cometh, when all who are in 
their graves, ſhall hear the voice of 
» the Son of God, and ſhall live.” 
_ + Bleſſed and holy is he that hath 
+ part in the firſt reſurrection: on ſuch 
TIEN e the 
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« the ſecond death hath no powe r,but 


<« they ſhall be prieſts of God, and of 


« Chriſt, and ſhall reign with him a 
* thouſand years“.“ 


J 


* Rev. xx. 6. 
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AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO HIS BRETHREN, I 


DIE: AND GOD WILL SURELY VISIT YOU, 


AND BRING YOU OUT OF THIS LAND, UN- 
TO THE LAND WHICH HE SWARE TO ABRA- 
HAM, TO ISAAC, AND TO JACOB. AND jo- 


SEPH TOOK AN OATH OF THE CHILDREN 
OF ISRAEL, SAYING, GOD WILL SURELY 


VISIT YOU, AND YE SHALL CARRY UP MY 
BONES FROM HENCE. 80 JOSEPH DIED, BE- 


ING AN HUNDRED AND TEN YEARS OLD: 


AND THEY EMBALMED HIM, AND HE WAS 
PUT IN A COFFIN IN EGYPT. 


HE events of a ſhort and uncertain 
| life upon earth, derive all their im- 
portance from the relation which they bear 
to a future and eternal ſtate of exiſtence. 
Remove 
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Remove the proſpects of immortality 
3 and what is left, worthy of the attention 
and the purſuit of a man? What is repu- 
tation? A breath of empty air: honour, 
a bubble; riches, a bird eternally on the 
wing; youth, beauty, health, fading 
flowers of the ſpring; the ſplendor of 
kings, childleſs pageantry; a crown, a toy. 
That alone is valuable which time can- 
not impair, nor mortality deſtroy; that 
which, though the man die, continues to 
live and ſpeak; that which, deſpiſed or 
neglected of men, is of high eſtimation 
in the ſight of God. If in this life only 
there were hope, the happieſt of man- 
kind, were a wretched, dark, comfortleſs 
being. But for the conſolations of re- 
ligion, Jacob muſt have ſunk under the 
accumulated weight of calamity upon 
calamity : and Joſeph, deſtitute of a prin- 
ciple of grace in the heart, had fallen in 
the hour of temptation, or deſpaired in 
the day of adverſity; had riſen into 
pride when exalted to honour, or devi- 
ated into reſentment and revenge when 
armed with power. But, directed and 
1 ſupport- 
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ſupported by this celeſtial guide, he de- 
ſcends into the pit undejected, undiſmay- 
ed; ſpurns with holy indignation the 
ſolicitations of illicit deſire; preſerves 
moderation in the height of proſperity, 
and finks the reſentments of the injured 
man, in the meekneſs and gentleneſs of 
the affectionate brother. A character ſo 
near perfection ſeldom occurs; we have 
therefore been tempted to dwell upon it 


the longer, and now that We muſt part 
with it, we bid it farewel, with no little 


THE laſt office in which we left Jo⸗ 


ſeph employed, was the burial of his ves 
nerable parent; in which he, at once, ac- 
quitted a ſolemn obligation; fulfilled the 
law of humanity, gratitude and filial 


duty; and acted faith in the covenant and 


promiſe of God, given to his forefathers. 
He is never ſo much an Egyptian, as to. 


3 forget that hei is an Iſraelite; but, engaged 
in the duties of a ſon of Iſrael, he remem- 


| bers he was a naturalized Egyptian. 
Having depoſited the facred pledge in the 
Vor., II. N cave 
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cave of the field of Machpelah, he and his 
brethren, and all his retinue, returned into 


the land of Egypt. 


TERROR ever haunts the guilty con- 


ſcience; and men, whether they be good 


or bad, are apt to judge of others by them- 
ſelves. The brothers of Joſeph conſider- 
ed the life of their father as the only bul- 
wark betwixt them and their brother's 
anger, Knowing themſelves to be crimi- 


nal, they conclude he muſt be reſentful; 
knowing he had the power, they ſuppoſe 
he alt needs have the inclination, 20 
puniſh them. O how guilt degrades, de- 
baſes the ſpirit of a man! In bad minds 


how quick 1s the tranſition from extreme 


to extreme! How nearly allied to each 
other, are vices ſeemingly remote, contra- 


dictory, and oppoſite! 


TuksE refleQions are all ſtrikingly ez ex- 
emplified and illuſtrated in the conduct of 
Jacob's ſons. We ſee malice and cruelty 


paſſing into ſuſpicion and timidity ; inſo- 


lence but a fingle ſtep remoyed from fawn- 


ing G, 
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ing, flattery, and ſubmiſſion; and bold 


defiance of Heaven changing, in a mo- 
ment, into ſuperſtitious horror. They 
had before done obeiſance to Joſeph, not 
knowing who he was, and ſo fulfilled 
the dreams of his early youth, which had 
given them ſuch mortal offence; with a 
meanneſs, equal to their former haughti- 


neſs, they now voluntarily proſtrate them- 


ſelves in his preſence, and humbly depre- 
cate that wrath which they had ſo unjuſt- 
ly provoked. What a pitiable, what a 


contemptible figure does a man make, 
when overtaken and reproved by his own 


wickedneſs! A little mind would have 

enjoyed this triumph of acknowledged ſu- 
periority, if it did not reſort to retaliation; 
but a great ſoul like Joſeph's, gives only 
into emotions worthy of itſelf: ſeeing his 


father's children thus humbled before him, 
he diſſolves into tears. Had he been ever 


fo much inclined to vengeance, adjured 


by the awful names of his father, and his 
God, his heart muſt have relented, and 


anger turned to pity. But, in truth, he 


had never harboured one thought of. re- 


Dd 2 venge; 
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venge; and the offenders poſſeſſed an in- 
finitely better ſecurity in the generoſity 
and compaſſion of their brother, than in 
the protection of their father's feeble arm, 
parental authority, or frail life. Being 
at no variance with them, entertaining 
no grudge, mark what pains he takes to 
reconcile them to themſelves, « But as 
„ for you, ye thought evil againſt me, 
„ but God meant it unto 25505 to bring 
„to paſs, as it is this day, to fave much 
„people alive. Now therefore fear ye 

„not: I will nouriſh you, and your little 
66 ones. And he comforted them and 
155 ſpake kindly unto them“. os? 


Been is the exalted triumph of true 
goodneſs. Not ſatisfied with merely be- 
ſtowing forgiveneſs, it ſtrives to cloſe the 
wounds which guilt has made: it aims 
not only at betrering the external condi— 
tion of the penitent, but alſo at meliorat- 
ing his inward flame; it not only pro- 
claims peace to the offender, but likewiſe 


* Gen. J. 205 21. 
ingeniouſly 
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5 | 
ingeniouſly ſtudies the means of reſtoring 
him to peace with his own conſcience. 
This is the glorious triumph of God nim- 
ſelf, who overcomes evil with good, turns It 
enmity into love, and obliterates the foul Il 
traces of undutifulneſs and ingratitude, by - 
painting over them the fairer, ſofter fea- [1 
| tures, of filial tenderneſs and dutiful ſub- 4 
miſſion. And in no one reſpect can hu- it 
man nature ſo nearly reſemble the divine, | i 
as in pardoning tranſgreſſion, in ſhewing Il; 
mercy, in beſtowing on the guilty out- l 
ward and inward peace; and by buiying 
and effacing painful and mortifying recol- 1 
lections, in total and everlaſting oblivion. ll | 
Thus Joſeph comforted his Ned and 1 
ſpake kindly unto them. This ſpirit, a 
greater than Joſeph, by precept, by ex- 6 
8 and by the model which He pre- I 
ſcribed for our devotions, has recom- 11 
mended and enforced ; and thus, by ha- "we 
bitually drinking into it, „ men ſhall at ' 4 
length become perfect, as their Father i | 
in Heaven is perfect.” 885 ll | 
1 
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AT the death of his father, Joſeph 
was fifty-ſix years old. The hiſtory of 
the remainder, containing a period of 
fifty-four years more, ſhritiks into a few 
ſhort ſentences. But they exhibit a 
beautiful and inſtructive picture of a ge- 


nerous ſpirit, of great and growing do- 


meſtic happineſs, of a capacious prophe- 
tic ſoul, and of a faithful, obedient, 
and believing heart. He had the ſatis- 
fation of living to ſee his poſterity of 


the fourth generation, by Ephraim his 


younger ſon, and of the third, by Ma- 
naſſeh his firſt- born. He had the felicity 


of beholding Iirael greatly increaſed, and 
the promiſe of God haſtening to it's ac- 
compliſhment; reſigned to die in Egypt, 
but looking and longing for a ſepulchre 


in Canaan. Jacob's, a life of almoſt un- 
interrupted miſery 1s lengthened out to 


the hundred and forty- pech year; Jo- 


ſeph' s, With the exception of a very few 
years, a ſcene of ſplendor, uſefulneſs, and 


proſperity, is cut ſhort at a hundred and 
ten. But the difference dwindles into 


mere nothing before him, with whom 


19 a thou- 
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« a thouſand years are as one day, and 
“one day as a thouſand years.” Grief 
has it's cure, uſefulneſs it's period, glory 
it's decay, and pride it's deſtroyer, in the 
grave. . 1 


As his dying father held him engaged T 
by a ſolemn oath, not to bury him, but "hi 
in Canaan, ſo Joſeph binds his poſterity 
by a ſimilar obligation, to carry his re- 14 
mains, when opportunity offered, to the I! 
ſacred ſpot where the ſleeping duſt of | 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, repoſed. 
Whatever had been his power or his poſ- 
ſeſſions in Egypt, this is all he bequeaths Wil 
to his children; his laſt, dying will 1 
diſpoſes of nothing but his bones. But 1 
it is not merely the natural deſire of the Wit 
man, to reſt in death with his fathers; 
it is the zeal, piety, and wiſdom of the 
believer, leaving to his family a ſolemn 
pledge of his dying confidence, in the 
truth and faithfulneſs of God. Accord- 
ingly, the dead body of Joſeph becomes 
no inconſiderable object in the hiſtory 
of Iſrael, from this time forward to their 
"WW ds final 
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final eſtabliſhment in Canaan.—With 
much pomp it was now embalmed; with 
much care it was preſerved in their deep- 
eſt diſtreſſes and afflictions; in all their 
wanderings it accompanied them, and 
never, till they reſted in the peaceable poſ- 
ſeſſion of the land of Promile, did it reſt 
in the 8 tomb. 


Bur had the credit of Joſeph declined 
before his death? Had Pharaoh died, 
and Egypt forgotten to be grateful, that 
no royal mandate is iſſued 5 a ſplendid | 
public interment ; that an affectionate 
nation accompanies not, with tears, the 
fon, as they did the father, to his long 
home? Miſerable would Joſeph Ws 
been, had not his happineſs reſted on a 
ſurer foundation, than the ſmile of kings, 
or the applauſe of a multitude, Who 
| ſhall be vain of any thing, when ſuch 
a man as Joſeph muſt be content to ob- 
tain that by intreaty and permiſſion, 
which once he could have enjoined by 
authority. His pious attention to the 
dead, is now requited by the pious atten- 

tion 


LECT. XVII.] HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 425 


tion of the living. And thus, of all the 


debts contracted by us, no one is ſo cer- 


tain of being repaid, as the laſt ſolemn of- 
fices of humanity; here we only give and 
receive a little ſhort credit; and the day 


of our burial haſtens on, with rapid wings , 


to bring the account to a balance. 


Tus lived, and thus died, Joſeph the 
ſon of Jacob. A man whom all nations, 
and every deſcription of mankind, have 
united to praiſe and to admire; whoſe cha- 


racter and fortunes, the pen of Inſpiration 
has vouch ſafed to delineate with ſingular 
accuracy, and with uncommon {ſtrength 
of colouring ; ; who, in every ſtage of life, 


in youth, in manhood, and even to old- 
age, intereſts, inſtructs, and delights, 
every reader of taſte, virtue and ſenſibility. 
In him we behold one who in adverſity 
preſerved inflexible conſtancy ; and in ele- 
vation next to royalty, adorned his high 


Nation, by unaffe cted ſimplicity, incorrup- 
tible integrity, native, unaſſuming dignity, 


fervent piety, invariable moderation, and 
uniform er and humility: Who, 


as 
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as a ſon, a brother, a ſervant; a father, 
a maſter, a ruler, is equally amiable and 


pPraiſe-Worthy; who, to the ſagacity of 
the ſtateſman, added the penetration of 


the prophet, the firmneſs of the believer, 
and the purity of the faint: Who, by 
the bleſſing of Providence, was ſaved 
through dangers the moſt threatening, to 
pity, to forgive, and to preſerve thoſe, 
who meant to have deſtroyed him; and 
who, in a word, was miraculoufly raiſed 
i up of God, from an obſcure ſtation, to be 
an inſtrument of much temporal good to 

nations; 1 to mature and execute the plans 
of eternal wiſdom, and to typify, to a dark 
age, Him who is fairer than the children 
of men, and through whom all the bleſ- 
ſings of nature, of Providence, and of re- 
demption, are communicated to mankind. 
We cannot therefore, as Chriſtians, con- 
clude his hiſtory better, than by conſider- 
ing it ſomewhat more particularly, as a 
rovical repreſentation of the perſon, of the 
character, of the offices, and of the work 
of the Meſſiah. b 


Wet 
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Wr know the generation of Joſeph 


the ſon of Rachel, wal the well-beloved 
of TEE IO * Who ſhall declare the 
<c generation“ of the well beloved Son of 
5 God, the only begotten of the Father, 
“e fall of grace and truth?“ Early, un- 
ambiguous prognoſtics foretold the future 


greatneſs of Joſeph. Thus, the tongues 


8 a thouſand Prophets; figns in Hea- 
ven and figns in earth; the diſpoſition 


of angels ſingly, and of a multitude of the 
| Rea hoſt together, before and at 
his birth, conduct the Babe of Beth- 


lehem from the manger to the throne. 
| Some Allegoriſts, who. enquire rather 


curiouſly than wiſely, have carried the 
analogy ſo far as to repreſent Joſeph's 


coat of many colours, the diſtinguiſhing 
badge of his father's partial 5 as 
typical of the body prepared for Chriſt, 


© curiouſly wrought in the lower parts 


3 of the earth. * When imagination, 


unreſtrained by reaſon, and unconducted 
by Scripture, is ſet to work, any thing 
may be made to reſemble any thing. But 
if the intereſts of true piety be pro- 


moted, 
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moted, we muſt give, as we need and ex- 


pet, much allowance; and ſo long as a 


metaphor preſumes not to pals for a text 


or an argument, let metaphorical lan- 


guage be examined with candor, and 


the bold flights of an honeſt heart, treat- 
ed with tenderneſs and reſpect. While 


we thus plead indulgence for others, we 
are perhaps making an apology that is 


neceſſary to ourſelves; and far, very far 


from this place be the vanity of thinking 
that ſurely we are the people: and that 
2 wiſdom thall die with us. 


WIV ated of Joſeph, that i in | mak- 
ing his obſervations upon, and in giving 
the report of, his brother's once, 4 


mixture of ſelf-ſufficiency, malevolence 7 


and preſumption might poſſibly inſinu— 


ate it{elf;—but in the cenſure and re- 


proof adminiſtered by the Brother and 


Friend of mankind, we always diſcover. 


unmixed benevolence and gentleneſs; 


ſeverity againſt the offence, without acri- 
mony 10 8 the offender; ſlowneſs to 


condemn, readineſs to forgive: a diſpoſi- 
tion 


a” 
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tion to pilliate, and to excuſe, the worſt of 
crimes, inſtead of eagerneſs and zeal to 
detect, magnify and expoſe the leaſt. 
Jacob's affectionate embaſſy to his ſons 


in the wilderneſs, by the mouth of his 


beloved Joſeph, in all it's circumſtances, 
has already been noticed as exactly typi- 


cal of the meſſage borne from the com- 


_ paſſionate Father of men, to his wander- 
ing exiled children, by the Son of his 


love.—Who can think of Joſeph follow- 


ing his brethren, from place to place, 
with thoughts of peace, and meeting, 


in return, with hatred and violence, 
without reflecting, the next moment, on 


the words of the Evangel:ſts, © he came 


to his own, and his own received him 
c hot. Not this man, but Barab- 
% bas. Away with him, crucify 


him, crucify him.“ O Jeruſalem, 
& Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the pro- 


„ phets, and ſtoneſt them which are 


„ ſent unto thee, how often would 1 


have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens. 


„under 
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e under her Wings, and ye would 
66 not“? pos. 


Jos was ſold, at the ſuggeſtion 

of Judah, to the Iſhmaelites, for a few 
pieces of ſilver; the counterpart of this 
forces itſelf upon our imagination. The 
* ſon of man ſhall be betrayed into the 
„hands of men;” mine own familiar 
« friend, in whom 1 truſted, which did 
* eat of my bread, hath lifted up his 
< heel againſt met.” © Judas betray- 
« «ſt how the ſon of man with a kiſs?” 
— Joſeph, faithful and juſt to Potiphar and 
to Pharaoh; Joſeph in the form of a ſer- 
vant, and the buſineſs and affairs of his 
| maſter proſpering in his hand, lead us 


directly to Him of whom it is ſpoken in 


prophetic viſion. © Behold, my ſervant 
| & ſhall deal prudently, he ſhall be ex- 
e alted and extolled, and be very high.“ 
Joſeph, aſſaulted with temptation, reſiſt- 
ing and overcoming, conducts us with 
bee tempted Saviour to the top of the 


Matt. xxiii. 37. f Pſalms xli. 9. 
3 Iſaiah lit, 13. 


exceeding 
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exceeding high mountain, to the pinna- 
cle of the temple, and ſhews us all the 
fiery darts of the wicked one falling harm- 
leſs on the ground, becauſe ſtriking on 


the ſhield of faith; and the ſword of the 


Spirit, the word of God, like lightning 
penetrating and piercing the armour of the 
adverſary.— Joſeph unjuſtly accuſed, con- 
demned, and puniſhed, without ſtraining 
for an alluſion, points to Jeſus,“ num- 


e bered with tranſgreſſors, charged with 


crimes he never committed, and; after à 


trial, the mere mockery of all legal pro- 
ceeding, condemned, with the vileſt of 


mankind, to the death of a ſlave. 


Bur we ſee Toſeph, even in priſon and 
diſgraced, preſerving dignity, exerciſing 


uſefulneſs, diſcloſing futurity to his fel- 


low priſoners, reſtoring the one to the 


preſence and favour of Pharaoh, leaving 
the other to periſh under the weight of 
the royal diſpleaſure; - thus we lee Jeſus, 
from the exalted infamy of the crols, 
diſpenſing more than life and death, 
opening and ſhutting the gates of Hea- 
ven, aſſuming to himſelf "the right of 
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diſpoſing of ſeats in the Paradiſe of God; 
carrying the penitent with him to the 
preſence of his father and his God, leav- 
ing the impenitent to die in his ſins. 


hour there is, here, this remarkable 
difference, Joſeph beſought the chief but- 
ler to remember him, hoping to owe his 
enlargement to the powerful, compaſ- 
ſionate, and great ſul interceſſion of that 
officer; but Jeſus, as Lord of the worlds 
viſible and i inviſible, as the ſovereign diſ- 

| Poſer of all things, by his own power 
exalts his fellow ſufferer from the croſs, 
to a throne above the ſkies. —Behold Jo- 

| ſeph tranſlated from the dungeon to the 
palace; from the condition of a priſoner 
and a ſlave, to that of a mighty prince: 
and in that behold Jeſus emerging from 
the tomb, aſcending above all height, 
exalted to the e en adminiſtration 
of all things in Heaven and in earth. 
« Ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered 
$6 theſe things, and to enter into his 
glory“ ?“ « It became him, for 
* Luke xxiv. 26. ws : 
hom 
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e whom are all things, and by whom 
„are all things, in bringing many ſons 
“ unto glory, to make the Captain of their 
<« ſalvation perfect through ſufferings*.” 


Joskph revealed to Pharaoh and to 
all Egypt what was the will of Heaven 
concerning them for many years to come: 
thus Jeſus revealed to a guilty periſhing 
world the will of God for their ſalva- 
tion, and made , timely proviſion, not for 
the tranſient and ineffectual ſupport of a 
few fleeting years, but for the eternal en- 
tertainment and felicity of men, who were 


devoted to death, and threatened with 


everlaſting miſery.—Joſeph employed the 
preſſure of famine, to enſſave Egypt, and 
to ſubject a whole people to the will of the 
ſovercign: but Jeſus, armed with all power 
for our deſtruction, employed it only for 
our deliverance; and inſtead of finking 
and degrading the ſubjects of his govern- 
ment, Tack is his love, he raiſes them all 
to the dignities, privileges and poſſeſſions 
of the ſons of God. He is the true Pro- 
Heb. ii. 10. 
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phet, © the light which enlighteneth 


oy every man tins cometh into the world, 2 
* in whom the ſpirit of God is; none ſo 


&« diſcreet and wiſe as he,” Zaphnath- 


paaneah, the true revealer of ſecrets, who 


„is worthy to take the ſealed book,” 
which contains the ſecrets of the eternal 


Y * and to open it's even ſeals. 


Tur clemency of Joſeph to his unkind 
unnatural brothers, is a lively and affect- 
ing repreſentation of the patience, gentle- 
neſs and mercy of. Chriſt, to his brethren 


after the fleſh, in the firſt inſtance, and to 
guilty ungrateful men in general. Fa- 
ether forgive them,” (on he, as he was 
expiring on the croſs, © they know not 


e what they do.” And not many days, af- 
ter that with wicked hands, men had cru- 


cified and ſlain bim, many thouſands of 
theſe very men, were made to taſte of his 
grace, were admitted into his family, and 
exalted to a place with him on his throne. 


Bur we muſt not purſue the ſimilitude 
throu gh every partic ular, it would protract 
our 
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dur diſcourſe to an 2 immoderate length. Fi- 
nally, then, Joſeph piouſly referred every 


thing that befel him to the provident, wiſe 


and gracious deſtination of the Almighty : 
and what faith Jeſus ? © I ſeek not mine 
own will, but the will of the Father 

« which hath ſent me,” My meet is to 
* do the will of him that ſent me, and to 
© finiſh his work.” O my Father if it be 
4e poſſible, let this cup paſs from me : ne- 
* yertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou wilt.” 


Ap thus have we finiſhed the hiſtory 
of the Patriarch Joſeph : the various 


ſtages of whoſe life may be thus calcu- 


: lated: He was born in Haran, in the 


| year of the world two thouſand two hun- 
dred and fifty-nine, where he lived till fix 
| years old; he was then removed with 
| thereſt of his father's family into Canaan, 


where he lived eleven years; at which 


period he was by his brethren ſold to the 
Iſhmaelites, and carried into Egypt, 
where he ſerved Potiphar ten years, and 
remained in priſon three: fo that he was 
thirty years old, when he firſt ſtood befote 
e Pharaoh, 
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Pharaoh, and was raiſed immediately to 
the dignity of Viceroy. Suppoſing the ſe- 
ven plenteous years to commence immedi- 
ately on his elevation, he was thirty- 
| ſeven when they ended: and the ſe- 
eond year of famine being ended, he be- 
ing then thirty-nine, Jacob and his fa- 
mily deſcended into Egypt; and the 
aged Patriarch lived there, cheriſhed by 
bis ſon, ſeventeen years, which brings 
himſelf forward to his fifty- ſixth year: 
after his father's death he lived fifty- four 
Fears more, in all one hundred and ten. 
So that Joſeph lived in Egypt full ninety- 
three years :—a ſlave and a priſoner thir- 
teen: a prince and ruler eighty ; under 
ſeveral ſucceflive monarchs ; being juſtly : 
eſteemed a neceſſary miniſter of Dato in 
all reigns. He died before the birth of 
| Moſes nate four years, and before the de- 
parting of the children of Iſrael out of 
Egypt, one hundred and forty- four. And 
with the account of his death and em- 
balming, ends the book of Geneſis, con- 
taining the moſt ancient, authentic, inte- 
refling; and inſtructive hiſtory extant; 
during 
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during the ſpace of two thouſand- three 
hundred and fixty-nine years: from the 
deluge ſeven hundred and thirteen ;- and 


befote Chriſt one thouſand fx hundred 
and thirty-five. 


 Tnxss things ſeem as a tale that is 

told. But time is hurrying on a period, 
and an eſtabliſhment of things, under 
which Adam and his youngeſt ſon ſhall 
be contemporaries ; in which intervening 

ages ſhall be ſwallowed up and loſt, and 
that only ſhall remain which time, and 

death, and the grave cannot affect: when 

the cave of Machpelah ſhall ſurrender up 
it's precious depoſit; when Abraham, 
Iſaac, Jacob, Joſeph, Moſes, and all the 
faithful, ſhall live again, and reign for ever 
and ever. Bleſſed are they who ſhall 
% eat bread in the kingdom of God.” 
„ Bleſſed are they who ſhall come unto 
„Mount Zion, and unto the city of 


| © the living God, the Heavenly Jeru- 


40 ſalem, and to an innumerable com- 
*« pany of angels: to the general aſſem- 
* bly and church of the firſt born, 
E e 3 „ which 
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„which are written in Heaven, and to 
God the judge of all, and to the ſpi- 
& rits of juſt men made perfect, and to 
Jeſus the Mediator of the new cove- 
„ nant, and to the blood of ſprinkling, 
« that ſpeaketh better things than that 
„of Abel*.” | 


- Heb. xii. 22—24. 
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EX OD US It. I—I1O, 


AND THERE WENT A MAN OP THE HOUSE 


OF LEVI, AND TOOK TO WIFE A DAUGH- 


TER OF LEVI. AND THE WOMAN CON- 


CEIV.ED, AND BARE A SON;3 AND WHEN 


SHE SAW HIM THAT HE WAS A GOODLY 
CHILD, SHE HID HIM THREE MONTHS. 


AND WHEN SHE COULD.NO LONGER HIDE 
HIM, SHE TOOK FOR HIM AN ARK OF 


' BULRUSHES, AND DAUBED IT WITH SLIME 
AND WITH PITCH, AND PUT THE CHILD | 
THEREIN; AND SHE LAID IT IN THE FLAGS 


BY THE RIVER? 8 BRINK, AND HIS SISTER 
STOOD AFAR OFF TO WIT WHAT WOULD 


BE DONE TO HIM. AND THE DAUGHTER 


OF PHARAOH CAME DOWN TO WASH HER» 
SELP AT THE RIVER, AND HER MAIDENS 
WALKED ALONG BY THE RIVER'S SIDE : 


AND WHEN SHE SAW THE. ARK AMONG THE 


&E4 FLAGS, 
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FLAGS, SHE SENT HER MAID TO FETCH IT. 
AND WHEN SHE HAD OPENED IT, SHE SAW 
THE CHILD: AND BEHOLD, THE BABE 
WEPT. AND SHE HAD COMPASSION ON HIM, 


AND SAID, THIS IS ONE OF THE HEBREW 4 


CHILDREN. THEN SAID HIS SISTER TO 
PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER, SHALL I GO, AND 
CALL TO THEE A NURSE OF THE HEBREW 
WOMEN, THAT SHE MAY NURSE THE 
CHILD FOR THEE? AND PHARAOH'S 


| DAUGHTER SAID UNTO HER, GO: AND THE 
| MAID WENT, AND CALLED THE CHILD'S 
MOTHER. AND PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER 
SAID UNTO HER, TAKE THIS CHILD AWAY, 


AND NURSE IT FOR ME, AND I WILL GIVE | 
THEE THY WAGES : AND THE WOMAN TOOK 


THE CHILD, AND NURSED IT. AND THE 
CHILD GREW, AND SHE BROUGHT HIN 
vNTO rHARAORH's DAUGHTER, AND HE 


BECAME HER SON: AND SHE CALLED HIS 
NAME MOSES; AND SHE SAID, BECAUSE I 
DREW HIM OUT OF THE WATER. 
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F the ingenious fictions of ancient 
1 bards afford an innocent and rational 
amuſement, and be therefore held in 
high eſtimation; What ſuperior obliga- 


tion 1s the world under, to that divine 


Spirit who has vouchſafed to draw into 
light the moſt remote antiquity, to pre- 
ſerve from oblivion the venerable men 


who firſt cultivated and peopled the 


earth; and, in the language, not of fic- 


tion, but of truth, has delineated the 
ways of Providence, and unfolded the 


deep and intricate receſſes of the human 
heart? Were it not for the ſacred pages 


of divine Revelation we ſhould have been 


entirely ignorant of what happened in the 


world, for at leaſt one half of it's duration. 
But, borne on the wings of Inſpiration, we 


fly back to the very birth of nature, we be- 


hold the firſt dawning of light ſcattering 


the gloom, and we converſe with the firſt. 


man whom God created upon the earth. 


And how much more pleaſant, as well as 
profitable, is it, to expatiate in the field of 
real hiſtory, than to wander and loſe 
_ ourſelves in the idle regions of romance! 


It 
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If we owe much to the illuſtrious Poet 
of Greece, for his amuſing pictures of 
early life and manners, how deeply are 
we indebted to the more illuſtrious Jewiſh 
Hiſtorian and Poet, who has furniſhed us 
with fo much juſter, and more exalted 
ideas of Deity, more faithful and inſtruc- 

tive pictures of human life; and who has 
ſo ſucceſsfully interwoven the hiſtory of 
Redemption, with that of mankind. 


THe Sacred Book which has afforded 
us, during the year paſt, ſo much pleaſ- 
ing inſtruction, is altogether extraordi- 
nary in it's kind, whether we conſider the 
beauty of the compoſition, the importance 
of the information which it contains, the 
internal marks of authenticity which it 
bears, or the noble purpoſes to which 
it has been, and may be, made ſubſer- 
vient. Moſes, it's aſpired author, who 
has with ſo much accuracy, elegance, 
and force, deſcribed the characters and 
lives of the Patriarchs, from Adam to 
Joſeph, is now entering on his own won- 
derful and intereſting ſtory. The man 

— 1 who 


* 
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who henceforth acts, is the ſame who 


writes: the events which he is about to 


record come, not from the information of 
others, but from his own immediate know- 
ledge; and the ſimplicity and candor of 
his narration, are ſufficient vouchers of 
it's truth and faithfulneſs. 


 SixTY-FouR years had now elapſed 


from the death of Joſeph, and one hun- 
dred and thirty-four from the deſcent of 


Jacob into Egypt : and what ſurprizing 
changes have taken place! A little 


band of ſeventy perſons is multiplied 
into a great nation : the mild and gra- 
cious prince, who took pleaſure in che- 


riſhing and protecting the father and 


brethren of Joſeph, is exchanged for a 
_ Jealous and ſanguinary tyrant, determined 


to depreſs and extirpate their deſcen- 


dants : the country which once gave them 


ſupport and ſhelter, is now e Ears 


with their tears, and with the blood 


of their infant offspring ; and favoured 
gueſts, once made to dwell in the beſt 
of the land, are turned into odious ſlaves 


con- 


* 
a — ͤ—ũ—Uä— .3 àͥ3t.ꝛ . ⸗¶— 3 —' : . 0 3 * ., ” 4 
2 — —— - — — — w 


——— — 
——8 . ́—— . ac iy. 


— 


— all tte. ates 3 


ee — 
by _ - 4 * 


444 HISTORY OF MOSES. [LEC T. XVIII. 


condemned to the furnace. Such are the 
alterations which time is continually pro- 
ducing in human affairs, ſuch is the im- 
potency of man to ſecure bleſſings to his 
poſterity, ſuch is the miſery of a people ſub- 
jected to the will of a deſpotic ſovereign. 


In vain do men dream of national ge- 
. nerofity and gratitude - they exiſt not: 
in vain do the claims of humanity and 
juſtice oppoſe themſelves to the intereſt, 
the ambition, or the caprice of princes. 
Joſeph, had, very unwiſely, contributed 
to the aggrandizement of the Egyptian 
3 and his own family i is the firſt. 
to feel the rod of that power, which he 
had helped to raiſe. —Injuſtice in princes 
is always bad policy. A nation ſo cer- 
tainly favoured of Heaven as Iſrael was, 
muſt have proved the ſtrongeſt bulwark to 
Egypt, if treated as friends. 00 
ſeventy ſouls, to ſix hundred thouſand 
men, beſides women and children, it was 
dangerous to irritate them, and difficult, 
if not impoſſible, to ſubdue. Too proud 
to enter into treaty with them as allies, 

too 
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too timid to attempt their extirpation by 
open force, -and too ſuſpicious to con- 
fide in their gratitude and attachment, 
Pharaoh adopts the barbarous policy of 
undermining their ſtrength by exceſſive 
labour, of breaking their ſpirit by ſeverity, 

and of preventing their future increaſe, 
by putting to death their male children as 
ſoon as they were born. 


SUCH a ſtate of things was very unfa- 
vourable to marrying, and giving in mar- 
riage. Nevertheleſs, marriages were con- 
tracted, and children procreated; for it is 
as abſurd, as it is wicked, for any earthly 

power whatever, to ſet itſelf to countera& 
the great plans of God and nature. God 

has fad e increaſe and multiply ;” in vain 
has Pharaoh ſaid “ abſtain.” Amram, of 
the family of Levi , accordingly, in theſe 
worlſt of times, takes to wife Jochebed of 
the ſame tribe, indeed his own father's 
ſiſter; by whom he had three children, 

Aaron, probably born before the bloody 

edict for deſtroying the males was pub- 

liſhed; Miriam, whoſe ſex was A protec- 


tion | 
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tion from the rigour of it, and Moſes, who 
came into the world while it was operat- 
ing with all it's horrid effects. 


Josy Hus, in his] ewiſh antiquities, re- 
lates, that about the time of the birth of 
Moſes, one of the Egyptian ſeers informed 
the king, that a child was about to ariſe 
among the Iſraelites, who ſhould cruſh the 
power of Egypt, and exalt his own nation 
to great eminence and ſplendor, if he lived 
to the years of maturity: for that he 
ſhould diſtinguiſh himſelf, above all his 
contemporaries, by his wiſdom and vir- 
tue, and acquire immortal glory by his 
exploits. He farther alleges, that the king 
inſtigated by his own fears of ſuch an 
event, and by the cruel counſels: of the 


ſeer, iſſued the bloody decree, which will 


be an eternal blot upon his memory. 


Tux diſtreſs of Jochebed, upon and. 
ing herſelf pregnant, is to be conceived 
not deſcribed, The anxiety and appre- 
henſion naturally incident to that delicate 
ſituation, muſt have been aggravated by 

terrors 
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terrors more dreadful than the pangs of 
child-birth, or even the loſs of life itſelf. 
As a wife, and a mother in Iſrael, ſhe was 
looking, and longing, for the birth ofano- 
ther man child; but that ſweet expecta- 
tion was as often checked and deſtroyed, by 
the bitter reflection, that ſhe was ſubject 
to the king of Egypt; that if ſhe bare a 
ſon it was for the ſword, or to glut ſome 
monſter of the river. 


TRE Jewiſh antiquarian informs us, 
that the anxiety of the parents was greatly 
alleviated, by aſſurances given to the fa- 
ther, in a viſion of the night, that the 
child with whom his wife was then preg- 
nant ſhould be miraculouſly preſerved, 
and raiſed up by Providence, to the glo- 
rious and important work, of delivering 
the ſeed of Abraham from their preſent 
miſery. And indeed, this fact is counte- 
nanced and ſupported by the ſhort hints 
which Scripture has given us of the ſub- 
jet. Among the es inſtances of vic- 
torious faith, recorded in the eleventh 
chapter of the Hebrews, that of the pa- 


rents 
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rents of Moſes is marked with honour and 
approbation by the Apoſtle. ** By faith 
% Moſes, when he was born, was hid 
e three months of his parents, becauſe 
* they ſaw he was a proper child, and 


they were not afraid of the king's com- 


& mandment*.” It is not unreaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that their faith might have 
ſome particular promiſe, or intimation, 
from Heaven to reſt upon. 


Tux time at length came that ſhe 
ſhould be delivered; and ſhe brought 
forth a ſon, according to the ſame bite 
Tian, without the uſual pains, and conſe- 


quent weakneſs, of child-bearing ; by 
which means no foreign aid being requir- 
ed, concealment was rendered more eaſy, 


and the exertions of the mother in be- 
half of her child, were ſcarcely, if at all, 
interrupted. © A goodly child” is the 
modeſt language which Moſes employs 
in deleribing bimſelf; : * exceeding fair, 
or fair to God, that is, divinely Gale: is 
the ſtronger expreſſion of St. Saen, 
* Heb. xi. 23. 
iu 
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in his recapitulation of this period of the 
Jewiſh hiſtory, From which, without 
the fond encomiums of profane authors, 
we may conclude, that Providence had 
diſtinguiſhed this illuſtrious perſon, from 
his birth, by uncommon ſtrength, ſize, 
and beauty. Every child is lovely in the 
partial eye of maternal affection; what 
then muſt Moſes, the wonder of the world, 
have been to his enraptured parents! But 
the dearer the comfort, the greater muſt 
have been the care, and that care increaſ- 
ing every hour. Not only the child, and 
ſuch a child, was continually in jeopardy, 
but certain and cruel death was hanging, 
every inſtant, by a ſingle hair, over the 
heads of all concerned in the concealment, 
nay, the ſalvation of a great nation was at 
ſtake, nay. the ones and covenant of 


God were in queſtion. 


IN the els of theſe good Iſraelites, 
we have a moſt inſtructive example, re- 
ſpecting many important particulars of 
our duty. They teach us, That no cir- 


cumſtances of inconveniency, difficulty 
Vor.. II. Ff or 
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or danger, ſhould deter us from follow- 
ing the honeſt impulſes of our nature, or 
Rem complying with the manifeſt dictates 
of religion; and, at the ſame time they 


reprove that would- be-wiſe generation of 


men among us, who, from I know not 
what reaſons of prudence, or others which 
they dare not avow, defraud their coun- 
try, the world, and the church of God, 
of their due and commanded increaſe. 


Their faith in God, employing in it's 


ſervice ſecrecy, vigilance, and circum - 


ſpeAion, admoniſhes us ever to connect 


the diligent uſe of all lawful and ap- 
| pointed 5 truſt ! in, and depen— 


dance upon, Heaven, as we wiſh to ar- 


rive ſafely and certainly at the end pro- 
_ poſed, In them, as in a glaſs, we ſee 


confidence without preſumption ; dili- 


_ gence, zeal, and attention free from in- 


credulity; Providence firmly, undaunt- 
edly, reſorted to, with the conſciouſneſs 
of having done their utmoſt to help them- 


ſelves. Without this truſt, and this 


confcinnſnels. vilding their joint ſup- 
port, What mult the wretched mother 
have 
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have been, compelled, at length, by dire 
neceſſity, to expoſe the ſon of her womb, 


on the face of the Nile, in a baſket of 
ruſhes ? i 


TLovs to ſee a perſeverance of exer- 
tion, that leaves nothing undone that is 
poſſible to be done; and a faith which 
holds out as long as hope exiſts, Why 
not caſt the «Roh burden on Providence? 
Is not He who preſerved the child float- 
ing in an ark of bulruſhes, able to ſave 
Binn naked in the ſtream, or even in the 
jaws of the hungry crocodile? If an ark 
muſt be prepared, Is it alſo neceſſary to 
employ all this curious pains in daubing 


it with ſlime and with pitch, to prevent 
the admiſſion of the water? What. leave 
nothing to Him who has marked the in- 
fant Fo his own, and folemnly charged 
himſelf with his lafety? Yes, ifter we 

| have done our all, much, nav every thing; 
depends on the goodneſs of Heaven. But 
| the careful mother acted well, whe n the 
pitched every ſeam and chink of the frail 
vehicle as attentively, as if it's precious 


Ff 2 depoſit 
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depoſit had been to owe it's preſervation 
ſolely to that care and diligence. * Caſt 
& all your care upon him; for he careth 
for you. Mark it well, it is our care, 


not our work, we are encouraged to caſt 
upon that God who careth for us, and 


who hath ſaid, I will never Lanes thes 
nor forſake thee.” 


Marx yet again, the diligent uſe of 
means, and the interpoſitions of Provi- 
dence, how they tally with, unite, ſtrength- 
en, and ſupport each other. The anxious 
mother does not yet think ſhe has done 


enough. Miriam her daughter muſt go, 


and, at a diſtance watch, the event. And 


here ends the province of human ſagacity, 


foreſight, and induſtry; and here begins 
the interpoſition of providential care. The 
mother has done her part; “the ruſhes, 
„the lime, and the pitch,” were her 


prudent and neceſſary preparation; and 


the great God has, at the ſame time, been 


Preparing his materials, and arranging his 


| * x Peter v. 7. | 
| inſtruments; 
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_ inſtruments: the heart of a king's daugh- 
ter, the power of Egypt, the flux of the 
current; the concurrence of circumſtances 


too fine for the human eye to diſcern, 


too complex for human underſtanding to 
unravel, and too mighty | for created power 
to control, 3 


WI 998 to the interpoſition of 


Heaven; but we beſeech you to obſerve, 


it interpoſed, not by working a miracle, 
but by the ſeaſonable, ſimple, and natural 
diſpoſition of ſecond cauſes, operating to 


one and the ſame end, without any de- 
ſign, conſciouſneſs, or concert of their 
own. And be it ever remembered, that 
the wiſe, gracious, Almighty Ruler of the 
world, pleaſes not himſelf, nor amuſes 
his creatures, by a, profuſe, oſtentatious 


exhibition of wonders ; but by an intelli- 


gent and dexterous management of ordi- 
nary things. He carries on his righteous 

government, not according to new and 
ſurprizing laws, but by the furprizing, 
unaccountable, unexpected methods, in 


E-t-'2 Which 
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which he executes the laws which he had 
eſtabliſhed from the beginning, 


Lzr us dwell a little on the minuter 
circumſtances of the caſe before us; as 
they ſerve to illuſtrate a ſubje& of all 


others the moſt comfortable and tranquil- 


lizing, to a race of beings beyond meaſure 
wretched and pitiable, if there be not a 
God, who rules in wiſdom, and in loving 


kindneſs, all the affairs of men.—We are 
firſt led to the humble cottage of Amram; 


and we mingle in the tender ſolicitudes of 
an obſcure family, in one of the moſt com- 
mon ſituations in human life. From 


' thence ue ſtep immediately to the palace, 
to attend to the humors, the caprices, and 


the pleaſures of a princeſs. Jochebed the 
Wife of Amram, and Termuthis the 


daughter of Pharaoh, what can they have 


in common with one another, excepting 


thoſe particulars in which all mankind re- 


ſerable all mankuid? And yet Providence 
brings them together, gives them a mu- 
tual concern, a mutual charge, a mutual 


E \ntereſ}. 


BY 
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By how many accidents might this 
molt fortunate coincidence have been pre- 
vented? A day, an hour, earlier or later, 
and the parties concerned had never met : 
the {lighteſt alteration 11 the ſetting in of 
the wind, or of the tide: the particular 
temperature of the fleeting air, or the 
more variable temperature of a female 
mind, corrupted by unbounded gratifica- 
tion and indulgence, unaccuſtomed to 
_ contradiction, governed by whim, fol- 
lowing no guide but inclination. and oc- 
cupied only with the object of the mo- 

ment. But theſe, and a thouſand ſuch 
like contingencies, unſtable as water, and 
changeable as the wind, ſubdued by the 
hand of Oinnipotence, acquire the ſoli— 
dity of the rock, and the ſtcadiaſtneſs of 
the poles of Heaven, The mother could 
not part with her child a moment ſoon- 
er, durſt not retain him a moment lon- 
1 the Princeſs could betake herſelf 
to no other amuſement or employment, 
could ſelect no other hour of the day, 
could reſort to no other part of the river, 
could divert her attention to no other 


F 4 object; 
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object; the tide could not run, nor the 
wind blow, in any other direction, nor 

with greater or leſs rapidity. Moles 
was not ſafer when king in Jeſhurun, 
encompaſſed with the thouſands of Iſrael, 
was not ſafer in the Mount with God, 
is not ſafer within the adamantine walls 
of the new Jeruſalem, than Moles in the 
flags, Moſes at the mercy of the waves, 
of the monſters, of the Nile, and of 
men more mercileſs than wild beaſts. 
What power threatened the life of 
Moſes? The king of Egypt. What 
power preſerved it? The king of Egypt 8 

daughter. What were the ſteps which 
led to his elevation ? Thoſe which. fore- 
boded his deſtruction. What circum- 
ſtances forwarded the accompliſhment 
of the n Thoſe which attempted. 

to defeat it. Could all this have been 
the work L man; No, it muſt have 
proceeded. from * the Lord of hoſts, 
« who is wonderful in counſel and ex- 
„ cellent in working:” $* Who doth 
66 according to his will in the army of 
F6 Heayen, and among the inhabitants 


cc of 
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& of the earth: and none can ſtay his 


e hand, or ſay unto him, what doſt 
„ thou.“ 


TP uſual train of common events, 
led Pharaoh's daughter to the river's ſide ; 
the ark in which little Moſes was laid, 
happened to catch her eye, curioſity 
prompted her to examine it's contents, 
and pity at the fight touched her heart. 
If there be an object, in nature, more in- 
tereſting and affecting than another, it 
Was that which now preſented itſelf to 
this great lady's eye:—A beautiful in- 
| fant, of three months old, deſerted by i it's 
own parents, expoſed to ten thouſand 
dangers, and expreſſing, by the tender 
teſtimony of tears, it's ſenſe of that mi- 
ſery of which it had not yet acquired 
the conſciouſneſs. ** Behold the babe 
6 wept.” Pity is a native plant in a 
noble heart. The ſtory told itſelf. The 
ſituation in which the child was found, 
explained the cruel occaſion ; the ſacra- 


* Dan. iv. 35. 


ment 
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ment which he carried engraven on his 
fleſh, declared to whom he belonged. 
Compaſſion was, fortunately, connected 
with power, and Providence wiſely ba- 
lanced one thing with another, the jea- 
louſy and ſeverity of the father, with the 
tenderneſs and generoſity of the daughter. 


Joseenvs, with whom Moſes is juſtly 
a favourite object, has recorded many 
little particulars relating to this part of 
his hiſtory; and, among others, that 
when the child was applied to the breaſts 
of ſeveral ſucceſſive Egyptian nurſes, he 
turned from them with figns of much 
diſguſt and averſion, and that this en- 
couraged his ſiſter Miriam, who was an- 
xiouſly attending the event, and obſerved 
the eager concern of the Princeſs about 
her little foundling, to propoſe calling a 
nurſe of her own nation, and thereby art- 
fully introduced the mother herſelf, to the 
tender. office of ſuckling her own child. 
Whatever be in this, one uſeful leſſon is 
taught us, on better authority than that 
of Jolephus, namely, That perſeverance 
in 
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in difficult and painful duty, is the ſhorteſt, | 
and the fafeſt road, to the attainment 
of our juſt and reaſonable deſires. What 
a bleſſed change! She is permitted to 
do that for princely hire, and under 
royal protection, which ſhe would have 
purchaſed, with her life, the privilege 
of doing for nothing, could ſhe but have 
done it with ſafety, Moſes finds ſhelter 
in the houſe of Pharaoh, from the wrath 
of the king, and he who was deſtined 
to be the plague of Egypt, and the de- 
liverer of Iſrael, is trained to power, 
wiſdom, and conſequence, by the Egyp- 
tian Magi, and by the favour of her who 
was next the throne. 1 


Bur the Providence which ſaved him 
amidſt ſo many perils, is pleaſed to re- 
cord, and to perpetuate, the memory of 
his deliverance, in his name. It was 
f cuſtomary to name the child on the day 
of circumciſion, the eighth from it's 
birth. Perhaps the anxiety and diſtreſs 
of their ſituation, might have broken in 
upon ſome of the ceremonics plactiſed 
upon 


— 
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r 


ſcure terms, in many places of Scripture, 
and the additional luſtre which it after- 
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upon that occaſion: or if a name had 


been given him by his parents, he has 


not deemed it proper to hand it down to 


poſterity ; it being his own deſign, and 
the will of God, that he ſhould be 
known, to all generations, by the appel- 
latton which Pharaoh's daughter gave 
to the babe whom ſhe ſaved from periſh- 
ing, Moſes © drawn out,” * becauſe” 


ſaid ſhe, I drew him out of the water.” 


Tux Jewiſh writers take delight and 


who can blame them? in expatiating on 
the extraordinary accompliſhments, ex- 
ternal and mental, natural and acquired, 
of their great law-giver. They aſcribe 
to him the moſt perf ſymmetry of 


features, uncommon tallneſs of ſtature, 


a noble commanding. demeanour, the 


moſt engaging Gwoctnef of diſpoſition, 
the molt winning Addreſs and eloquence, 
the moſt undaunted courage, the moſt 
profound erudition. Indeed, the ſingular 


beauty of his perſon, 1s hinted, in no ob- 


wards 


LECT.XVIII.] HISTORY OF MOSES. 467 


wards had communicated to it, by in- 
tercourſe with Heaven, luſtre which re- 
mained unimpaired to the lateſt old age, 
convey to us a very high idea of his ex- 
ternal appearance. But he ſtands in no 
need of the pen of a Philo, or of a Joſe- 
phus, to compoſe his panegyric ; his own 
actions, and writings, are his nobleſt mo- 
nument ; and will live to inſtruc, delight, 
and bleſs mankind, as long as good ſenſe 
and good taſte; as long as virtue, pa- 
0 and religion l and are held in 
eſtimation in the world. 


Tux parallel between the Jewiſh and 
the Chriſtian Legiſlators is ſo ſtriking, 
and is ſupported by ſo many Scripture 
authorities, that he who runs may read 

it—Previous to the birth of Moles, the 

Iſraelitiſh ſtate was reduced to the loweſt 

ebb of diſtreſs and deſpondency ; the 

birth of Chriſt fond a loſt world ſank 


into the moſt deplorable corruption, 


guilt, and miſery.—Of the appearance 


of Moſes there was a general expectation, 
over all the land of Egypt. Chriſt, 
< the 
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ce the defire of all vations,” was earneſtly 
looked for by © all who waited for the 
« conſolation of Iſrael,” who ſearched the 
Scriptures, and who obſerved the appear- 
ances of the times; and, by infallible ſigns, 
Was his approach announced to mankind. 
— The deliverer of the ſeed of Jacob was 
no foreign potentate, with a ſtrong hand 
and ſtretched out arm, but a child of their 
own nation. And, Who is the ſaviour 
of periſhing ſinners? “ Verily he took 
not on him the nature of angels: but 
He took on him the feed of Abraham 
wy Wherefore | in all things it behoved him 
e to be made like unto Wis brethren, that 
„He might be a merciful and faithful 
High Prieſt, in things pertaining to 
«© God, to make reconciliation for the 
« fins of the people*.” As the chil- 
« dren are partakers of fleth and blood, 
« He alſo himſelf took part of the ſhame, 
that through death he might deſtroy 
„ him that bad the power of death, that 
66 is, the devilf.“ — 


9 Heb. 11. 16, 17. + Heb. ii. 14. 
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Tux extraordinary circumſtances at- 
tending the birth of Moſes were aſcer- 
tained to the world, and tranſmitted to 
poſterity, by means of an edict of the 


King of Egypt. The birth of Chriſt, in 


like manner, as to time, place, and ſitua- 


tion, was marked out for the knowledge 
of mankind, by a decree of Ceſar Auguſtus, 


the Emperor of Rome.—Both the one 
and the other, but for the ſpecial interpo- 
ation of Heaven, had fallen victims to 
the jealouſy and apprehenſions, of two 


bloody and ambitious princes. Moſes 


eſcaped the hands of Pharaoh by falling | 


into thoſe of his daughter, Chriſt avoided _ 
the cruelty of Herod by retiring for a 
; while into Egypt 


ALL. hiſtory - agrees in repreſenting 
Moſes as a perfon of extraordinary grace, 
wiſdom and comelineſs; and Of whom is 


the Prophet ſpeaking, when he ſays, 
1 Thou art fairer than the children of men; 
« orace is poured into thy lips; therefore 


95 God bath bleſſed thee for ever* pf 


.-S Pſalms XIV. 2. 
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Moszs was brought up in all the learn- 
ing of the Egyptians, Chriſt was anointed 
with the ſpirit without meaſure.—Moſes 
ſtands diſtinguiſhed by a name which 
comme:norates a temporal deliverance 
Chriſt by two names, deſcriptive of his 
high and important office, . Jeſus,” the 
Saviour, and of the manner in which he 
was ſet apart to it, * Chriſt,” the anoint- 
ed of God.-—Moſes began not to exiſt till 
the day that his mother Jochebed bare 
him in Egypt, but Chriſt ſays of himſelf, 
„ before Abraham was, I am.” —Moſes 
from the beginning was faithful as a ſer- 
vant to Him who appointed him ; but 
„ Chriſt as a ſon over his own houſe: for 
ein all things He muſt have the pre-emi- 
* nence.” Now to God in Chriſt be 
aſcribed, by all nations, and generations, 
of men upon earth, and by every angel in 
Heaven, kingdom, power, and glory, for | 
ever. Amen. | 
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